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SOLEMNITY OF THE  EPTPHANYSOLEMNITY OF THE  EPTPHANY  
3rd Jnauary 2021 3rd Jnauary 2021 -  Liturgical Year BLiturgical Year B  

Next Sunday is the Baptism of the Lord Next Sunday is the Baptism of the Lord --Year BYear B  

This week:This week:  

  

  Today:Today:    Mass at 9.30 a.m., & 11.00 a.m.Mass at 9.30 a.m., & 11.00 a.m.  

  Monday:Monday:    Mass at 9.30 a.m. & 10.15 a.m.Mass at 9.30 a.m. & 10.15 a.m.  

  TuesdayTuesday    Mass at 9.30 a.m. & 10.15 a.m.Mass at 9.30 a.m. & 10.15 a.m.  

  WednesdayWednesday  Mass at 9.30 a.m. & 10.15 a.m.Mass at 9.30 a.m. & 10.15 a.m.  

  Thursday; Thursday;   Mass at 9.30 a.m. & 10.15 a.m.Mass at 9.30 a.m. & 10.15 a.m.  

  FridayFriday    Mass at 9.30 a.m. & 10.15 a.m.Mass at 9.30 a.m. & 10.15 a.m.  

  Saturday:     Mass at 9.30 a.m.Saturday:     Mass at 9.30 a.m.  

                Vigil Mass at 6.00 p.m.             Vigil Mass at 6.00 p.m.               

  Next Sunday:Next Sunday:  Masses at 9.30 and 11.00  [Baptism of Jesus]Masses at 9.30 and 11.00  [Baptism of Jesus]  

  

Please mote that our Masses will be limited to 20 people only because of the new Please mote that our Masses will be limited to 20 people only because of the new 

restrictions.restrictions.  

Entrance will be on a first come, first served basis. If you can come to weekday Entrance will be on a first come, first served basis. If you can come to weekday 

Mass please do so, leaving Vigil and Sunday for those who are working. The doors Mass please do so, leaving Vigil and Sunday for those who are working. The doors 

will open 20 minutes before the time of Masswill open 20 minutes before the time of Mass  

  

THE SUNDAY OBLIGATION IS SUSPENDEDTHE SUNDAY OBLIGATION IS SUSPENDED  

Please be considerate and not come to Mass every weekday. Be generous and Please be considerate and not come to Mass every weekday. Be generous and 

helpful and watch on You Tube if you can.helpful and watch on You Tube if you can.  

      

http://www.facebook.com/stpeterandstpauluk
https://resources.parishwebsites.ie/wp-content/uploads/2012/08/Sunday_12_01_2016_1_580x235.jpg


Of your charity, please pray for: 
Our recently deceased: Tom McMahon  

and for all whose anniversaries occur at this time: Betty & Jim Gilchrist, Graham Gilchrist, 

Ellen Crawford, Norman Jones, Gerard Burke Francyne Walker, & Fr Jim McCruden 

or those sick in hospital:  Mgr John Harty, Jimmy McKiinney & George Low 

PARISH COLLECTIONS 
Thank you for your very generous collection last weekend of £1360, of which £1266 

was Gift Aid. Our Christmas Offerings came to £920.  We are grateful for your 

generosity in these difficult times. 

Hospital chaplaincy and visitation  
If you or a loved one is in hospital and wish to receive the Sacraments, please make contact with 

the Duty Hospital Chaplain on 07821 624124. Other priests have been refused entry to 

wards at this time. The chaplain can be contacted by pager through the hospital switchboard on 

01382 660111.   

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

There are no scheduled time for Confession as yet and we cannot use the Confessional Box. We 

are available for face to face, socially distanced confession on request any day of the week 

except Sunday. 

 
It is great to have Fr Jim Walls, Spiritual Director of the Scots College, Rome here with us at 

this time of the Year. He hopefully will be returning to Rome on Sunday 10th January. 

Fr Jim, Deacon Charles and myself wish you all the blessings of this holy season, and we thank all 

who have helped us over these past few difficult months. Please stay safe and well.  While Fr Jim 

is here we will continue to have two Masses from Monday to Friday at 9.30a.m., and 10.15 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Letter for World Day of Prayer for Peace 

From Bishop William Nolan, Bishop of Galloway 
 

My Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

If slogans could change the world then the world would 
indeed be a better place. 

In the midst of the covid pandemic we heard the slogan: 

Build Back Better. Expressing the desire that, when we come 

out of this, we don't want to go back to the way things 

used to be, but we want to make the world a better place. Many charitable organisations prefer the 

slogan: a Just and Green Recovery. A reminder that, for a better world to be achieved, all people need 

to be treated justly and fairly. "Green", of course, reminds us that the environmental crisis we faced before 

covid still remains to be dealt with. 

In order to overcome the coronavirus we have had to make changes to our lifestyle which a year ago we 

would not have thought possible. Now, as we work for a better future, we have to recognise that the 

way we have lived our life in the past has to change, if we are to see that people are treated with 

justice and that the world we live in is treated with care. 

As we begin a new year and as we celebrate the day of prayer for justice and peace, we need to ask 

ourselves: how prepared are we to make the changes necessary to our own lifestyle? Otherwise our 

desire for a better world remains but a wish. Society cannot live the way it lived before and expect 

that the hungry will be fed, that the homeless will be housed, that refugees will be welcomed, that 

weapons of war will be put aside, that grievances will be settled by discussion, and that peoples and 

nations will live in peace. And, of course, the world, our common home, cannot continue to 

be exploited and polluted without a care for tomorrow. 

Today is a day of prayer, for we need to pray. For the better world begins in each of our hearts. 

May God touch our hearts and deepen our love for the brother and sister we do not know and have 

not met, yet who needs our help. May God help us appreciate the gift of creation that he 

has given us. A gift to be shared by all God's children, whether in this generation or in 

generations to come. 

Many people in Scotland are engaged in the work of justice and peace because they recognise 

that to change the world for the better is not a solo effort - we need to work together. We need 

to encourage others, including those who govern our country, to be concerned for the welfare of 

all our brothers and sisters and to be committed to look after our common home. We need to 

encourage by our word, but above all by our example, so that together we do build that better, 

just and green world. 

With my prayers and best wishes for peace and justice in the coming year, 

 

+ William Nolan 

Bishop Of Galloway 

President of the Bishop’s’ Conference of Scotland Justice & Peace Commission 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Imaginative story-telling 

The stories about Jesus’ childhood are closely linked to some 

well-known Old Testament stories. The Evangelists Matthew 

and Luke use these re-written narratives to explore the 

identity of Jesus. This literary device seems strange to us, as 

not being real history at all, but for the original hearers and 

readers, the Jewish Christians, these biblical resonances gave 

these stories encouraging and devotional meaning for their 

faith. We can note three points in particular: 

1) The gifts brought by the Magi call to mind a universalist text in Isaiah: “A multitude of camels 

shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall 

bring gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord.” (Is 60:6) It was concluded 

from this text as well that the mode of transport of the magi was camels, although Matt supplies 

no such detail. 

2) The Magi themselves, symbolising the Gentiles, are an echo in Psalm 72: “May the kings of 

Tarshish and the islands render him tribute, may the kings of Sheba and Seba bring gifts. May all 

kings fall down before him…” From this reference, it was deduces that the magi were kings. 

Eventually they were given names – Balthasar, Melchior and Gaspar. 

3) Bethlehem, the city of David, is often mentioned in the Old Testament, unlike Nazareth. One 

mention of it was, at the time, read as a messianic prophecy. “But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 

who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you shall come forth the one who is to rule in Israel, 

whose origin is from of old, from ancient days.” (Mic 5:2) 

Guided by the stars 

It seems most likely that Jesus was in fact born in Bethlehem. But fixing the date of his birth is 

quite another matter, not even the year, let alone the day or the month. A slim clue may lie in 

today’s story about the star that led the way to him. The part of the Infancy Narrative one might 

be most tempted to discard as fairy-tale can also be highly meaningful. Whatever else has changed 

since Christ was born, the sky at night remains the same. Star-gazers today can follow the same 

star the Wise Men followed. 

Christian tradition has opted for three as the number of the Wise Men and has given them the 

exotic names Caspar, Melchior and Balthasar. We may imagine that they travelled from Persia or 

South Arabia, though Matthew simply indicates that they came from the East. The gospel leaves 

no doubt that they were men of conviction, with enquiring minds and adventuresome spirit; in a 

word, intellectuals. 

Our church’s leaders have often not shown such welcome to 

intellectuals as did Mary and Joseph, in allowing the Magi to 

visit the child Jesus. No church or religion can flourish if it 

does not cherish specially its poets, writers and thinkers. The 

true church in the world is an island of saints and scholars. 

Stars reveal their secrets to dreamers. The searching of the 

Wise Men is a fine illustration of the Latin adage for 

theology, fides quaerens intellectum (faith seeking 

understanding). The message for us is clear: if there is to be 

any epiphany in our lives we will need our heads as well as our 

hearts. We can ill-afford to ignore the insights of questing intellectuals. 

 


