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4th Sunday in Lent 
14th March 2021 -  Liturgical Year B 
Next Sunday is the Fifth Sunday in Lent 

Today is Laetare Sunday and SCIAF SUNDAY 

This week: 
 Today:  Mass at 9.30 a.m. 
 Monday:  Mass at 9.30 a.m.  
 Tuesday  Mass at 9.30 a.m.  
 Wednesday Feast of St Patrick 
    Mass at 9.30 a.m. 
 Thursday;  Mass at 9.30 a.m.  
 Friday  Feast of St Joseph 
    Funeral Mass for Teresa 
Macgregor at 9.30 a.m.  
 Saturday:     Mass at 9.30 a.m.             
 Next Sunday: Mass at 9.30 a.m. 

THE SUNDAY OBLIGATION IS SUSPENDED 
Today is SCIAF Sunday 

   
Please tune into Mass on St Peter and paul’s YOU TUBE Link 

 
Laetare Sunday  is the fourth Sunday in the season of Lent, in the Western Christian 
liturgical calendar. Traditionally, this Sunday has been a day of celebration, within the 
austere period of Lent. ... "Laetare Jerusalem" ("Rejoice, O Jerusalem") is Latin from 

Isaiah 66:10. 

http://www.facebook.com/stpeterandstpauluk


Of your charity, please pray for: 
Our recently deceased: Teresa Macgregor [Funeral Mass on Friday at 9.30 a.m.  -  by 
invitation only] 
and for all whose anniversaries occur at this time: Jean Ogilvie 
or those sick at home or in hospital:   Eddie Cleary, Sylvia Delnavo, Bernie Gemson & Effie 
McVicar 

Hospital chaplaincy and visitation  
If you or a loved one is in hospital and wish to receive the Sacraments, please make contact with 
the Duty Hospital Chaplain on 07821 624124. Other priests have been refused entry to 
wards at this time. The chaplain can be contacted by pager through the hospital switchboard on 
01382 660111.   

FINANCE UPDATE 
This year, as you know, has been most challenging in these times of lockdown. 
 
The Virus has had an impact on our parish finances. Our weekly income has been devastated by 
Church closures and earlier with restrictions in number attending services and many regular 
contributors have been unable to support the parish during the past year for a variety of 
reasons. Our income has decreased by around 40%. We have in these cold times kept our 
church heated and the Gas bill and Electric Bill have been quite high; just over £700 in the 
last quarter. 
 
We are grateful for those who have supported us by Gift Aid and those who have put their 
collection envelops and donations through the door or made donations through our Bank. 
 
If you can make an offering our details are; 
 
Royal Bank of Scotland  -  Dundee Kingsway Circus Branch, 277 Strathmartine Road, DD3 8NS 
Trustees of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Dunkeld  No 3 Charity—St Peter and Paul Mission 

SORT CODE  -   83 –18-12 
ACCOOUNT  -  00106267 

Thank you all for your continued support 
Thank you for donations received this past week through our bank and the door 

Today is SCIAF SUNDAY 
Our SCIAF Boxes may be collected from the Church if you are out for a walk or essential 
reasons. The Little Chapel will be open On Sunday during  daylight hours . Pleas enter by the 
side door, sanitise your hand take a SCIAF Package. Also available will be the parish 
newsletter. 
Please follow the Government Guidelines and stay safe. Please feel free to take SCIAF 
booklets and newsletters for your neighbours.  CCTV will be in operation at all times. 
You may also donate to SCIAF online  -  wwwsciaf.org.uk 

 



 

 

Love Lifted Up 
 
Have you noticed the types of phrases we use when describing 
something wonderful? I catch myself saying things like being 
‘over the moon’ or ‘on cloud-nine.’ A friend talks about being in 
the ‘seventh heaven!’ Now, that admission may say a lot both of 
us, but I can’t help thinking that our deepest experiences are 
those that have a power to lift us up. Such experiences take us out of ourselves. They uplift 
us and we perceive things differently. 

Jesus is always inviting us to see things differently. When Nicodemus sought out Jesus, he 
was in the dark ” both really and symbolically. He couldn’t see clearly. In the years that 
followed this late night conversation, Nicodemus became a follower of Jesus and, step by 
step, was drawn to see things differently. At last he finally did see. When at the end, Jesus 
was really and truly lifted up, Nicodemus was not too far away. 

When we meditate on the crucifix and participate in the Eucharist we also see Jesus lifted up. 
Perhaps today as I lift my eyes to see him, I might ponder on the mystery of suffering and 
exaltation and wonder at the love that is lifted up and draws us ever closer, uplifting us as 
well.  

Wednesday is St Patrick’s Day 

As an eighteen-year-old, Patrick found himself in a tragic condition. He was a wretched slave, far from home 

and made to herd animals out on a cold mountainside in Antrim. He now had plenty of time for looking at 

nature and somehow it was there that he encountered God for the first time. Oh yes, Patrick ’s father was a 

deacon and his grandfather a priest, but as a youth Patrick had not bothered with religion 

while growing up in the comfort of Roman Britain. Only after his life was turned upside 

down by those Irish slave-raiders did he find a new depth in his heart. Whatever it was 

about the land and scenery of Ireland, it produced a mystical spirit in this captured 

Roman. For him, nature became the sacrament of the presence of God. Maybe it was the 

barren mountains, or the awesome beauty of the coastline, or the turning of the seasons. 

For whatever reason, he learned to treasure the beauty of the land, and realize that God 

was very near. 

One day Patrick felt the call (like Peter, Andrew and the others), to follow Jesus Christ and 

spend his life sharing Christ with others. He too became a fisher of men – and women, 

among the people of Ireland. As he tells it in his Confessions, he did it very successfully, to his own 

amazement. For he calls himself a sinner, without learning, a stone lying in the mud. But the Lord by his 

grace raised up that stone, and set it on the very top of the wall, to hold the structure together. Patrick could 

easily see the words of the prophet Amos applying to himself: “then the Lord said to me, ‘Go, prophesy to my 

people Israel.'” In Patrick’s case, the call was to return to the land where he had been taken as a slave, but 

with the mission to bring the men and women of Ireland the glorious liberty of the children of God. 

In the Confessions there are many echoes of St Paul’s writings, for Patrick admired the teaching and 

example of the great apostle from Tarsus. Not least, his zealous pastoral care for the Irish people mirrors 

how Paul worked among the Christians of Thessalonica. Patrick’s refusal to accept gifts of gold and silver 

from his converts imitated St. Paul’s reluctance to make financial profit from preaching the Gospel. Also, his 

love for his converts made Patrick vow to stay on in Ireland for the rest of his life. How well he followed the 

way of St Paul: “we were gentle among you, like a nurse tenderly caring for her own children. So deeply do 

we care for you that we are determined to share with you not only the gospel of God but also our own selves, 

because you have become very dear to us.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Letter from Bishop Toal  for SCIAF Sunday 
 

My dear sisters and brothers in Christ,  
 
I write on behalf of the bishops of Scotland on this the fourth Sunday of Lent to thank you for your 
generous and prayerful support for SCIAF – the Scottish Catholic International Aid Fund.  
In the Gospels we hear of many occasions when Jesus heals the sick, reaching out in love and mercy to those 
marginalised by society. In today’s Gospel we hear of Jesus healing the blind man, and in that act of mercy 
He reaches out to someone who would have been shunned by his community.  
 
We as Christians are called to follow the example of Jesus in these acts of love towards our brothers and 
sisters. SCIAF is the embodiment of this. SCIAF was founded to give the church in Scotland the 
opportunity to show its love for our poorest and most vulnerable brothers and sisters around the world, and 
that is why during Lent, we ask you to give generously to support the vital work SCIAF does on our behalf.  
Last year your generous support meant SCIAF could send £235,000 to help survivors of Cyclone Idai in 
Malawi and Mozambique. SCIAF supporters helped bring around an ambitious climate change bill which will 
help Scotland reduce emissions, protecting our brothers and sisters in countries vulnerable to the changing 
climate. In total you helped over 2.7 million people in some of the poorest communities in the world to 
overcome huge challenges from hunger and poverty, to war and natural disasters.  
 
The devastating war in the Democratic Republic of Congo lasted more than 20 years. Many people were 
killed, displaced from their homes and many are still in need due to ongoing violence and unrest. The Church 
has remained strong and continues to give hope and courage to people in this country and we ask you now for 
your prayers for the priests and The Religious who are continuing to work in these difficult circumstances.  
You will see pictures of Angela and her children from DR Congo on the SCIAF WEE BOX this year. She has 
been helped to rebuild her life following a brutal attack.  
 
SCIAF, together with partners in DR Congo, has been working to support people like Angela and many other 
survivors of violence, in particular violence against women and girls. It is heartening to know that through 
SCIAF, Angela has been given the medical care she needs, trauma counselling, and is learning the skills she 
needs to earn a living for her family.  
 
However, there are many more women and girls who urgently need our help right now. Please support the 
WEE BOX appeal during this holy season and in today’s special collection. Just £15 will help a mum register 
her child with an official birth certificate, which entitles them to healthcare and schooling.  
 
This year I am delighted that all donations to SCIAF’s WEE BOX, Big Change appeal, made before 
Wednesday 20th May, will be doubled by the UK government. Your donations will help SCIAF’s life changing 
work around the world, while match funding from the UK government will transform the lives of 4,000 
extremely vulnerable women affected by sexual violence in the Democratic Republic of Congo With your 
support we can help people in DR Congo build a brighter future. As Lent continues and we look forward to the 
celebration of Christ’s resurrection, please remember SCIAF and everyone they work with in your prayers. 
May God bless you and your families during the holy season of Lent and throughout the year.  
 

+ Joseph Toal  
 
Bishop President of SCIAF  
On behalf of the Bishop’s Conference of Scotland 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


