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11th Sunday of the Year [B] 
13th June 2021 -  Liturgical Year B 

Next Sunday is the 12th Sunday of the Year 
 

 
This week: 
 Today:  Mass at 9.30 a.m., and 11.00 a.m. 
 Monday:  Mass at 9.30 a.m.  

 The senior pupil leadership team from St John’s will attend Mass 
 as they have a retreat day in our Hall 

 Tuesday  Mass in St Paul’s Academy at 8.20 a.m. 
    Mass at 9.30 a.m. 
 Wednesday Mass at 9.30 a.m. 
    Confirmation Mass at 7.00 p.m. [by invitation only] 
 Thursday;  Mass at 9.30 a.m.   
 Friday:  Mass in St John’s High at 8.20 a.m. 
    Mass at 9.30 a.m.  
 Saturday:     Mass at 9.30 a.m.  
    Vigil Mass at 6.00 p.m.        
 Next Sunday: Masses at 9.30 a.m. and 11.00 a.m. 
                         CONFIRMATIONS 

Confirmation Mass for P7 on Wednesday 16th at 7.00 p.m. 
 A word of thanks to Mrs McLagan and her SMT, Mr Cecil, Mr Gallagher 

and Mrs Robbins from St John’s for their help in prpearinge S1 pypils for Confirmation last 
Wednesday 

FIRST COMMUNIONS 
Due to the recent pandemic, our First Communions for primary 4 children will be deferred and 
take place on the Feast of Christ the King  - Sunday 21st November 
 

 

Rosary  
We will continue to pray 
the rosary at 9.10 each 
morning unless there is a 
funeral or school Mass 

http://www.facebook.com/stpeterandstpauluk


Of your charity, please pray for: 
Our recently deceased:  Roseanna Cabrelli, May Burns, Catherine Gray & Bro Robert Lee FMS 
{Glasgow & Plymouth] 
and for all whose anniversaries occur at this time: Jack Smith, John Reilly, Deacon David King, 
Lesley King, Fr James Foley, Brida Tennant, Vikki Reilly, Elizabeth & James Cox, Joe Fox, Charlie 
Mullen & Vincent McKenna 
or those sick at home or in hospital:   Sandy Milton, Bobby McGinnis,  Mary Boyle, Nuala Devlin, 
Carole Stewart, Anne Doig, Eddie Cleary,& Sylvia Delnavo  

Hospital chaplaincy and visitation  
If you or a loved one is in hospital and wish to receive the Sacraments, please make contact with the Duty Hospital 

Chaplain on 07821 624124. Other priests have been refused entry to wards at this time. The chaplain can be 

contacted by pager through the hospital switchboard on 01382 660111.   

FINANCE UPDATE 
Thank you for donations received this past week through our bank and the door. 

This week we received £958 of which £572.50 was Gift Aid, 
From the 1st to 4th June we received £1289 into the parish accounts by direct debits. 

 
We are grateful for those who have supported us by Gift Aid and those who have put their 
collection envelopes and donations through the door or made donations through our Bank. 
If you can make an offering our details are; 
Royal Bank of Scotland  -  Dundee Kingsway Circus Branch, 277 Strathmartine Road, DD3 8NS 
Trustees of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Dunkeld  No 3 Charity—St Peter and Paul Mission 

SORT CODE  -   83 –18-12 
ACCOOUNT  -  00106267 

Thank you all for your continued support 
 
 
 

 

With this Sunday, we return to “ordinary time” and take up again the regular 
reading of Mark. We get to hear one of the very few passages in Mark not 
taken up by Matthew or Luke, the parable of the farmer asleep. With all the 
drive and tension in Mark, it is refreshing to reflect on this parable of 
purposeful inactivity 

 

             DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 

 You are all aware of the difficulties we are facing in these lockdown times.  Once again, I ask 
you to please receive Holy Communion only on the hand and not on the tongue, so that we can be as 
safe as possible. If you do not want to receive Communion in the hand, you are welcome to come 
forward for a blessing. 



 
A MESSAGE FROM FR JIM WALLS.  

 
Fr Jim Walls, Spiritual Director of the Scots College in Rome, plans to walk the 
290 miles during his summer holidays, in order to draw attention to the plight of 
refugees stranded in Calais. If you would like to support this venture please 
donate via https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/in-solidarity and follow his 
progress via Jim’s Iona to Lindisfarne Pilgrimage Facebook page.  
 
 

He writes: “I‘m looking upon it as a pilgrimage in solidarity with those who have to abandon 

their homes in order to find peace, and yet are often subjected to inhumane treatment in 

Europe. The pilgrimage starts on Sunday 27th June and is due to finish on Friday 16th July. 

St Maria Skobstova House offers accomodation to refugees many of whom have travelled 

thousands of miles in the hope of finding sanctuary. The House caters primarily for women 

and children but also reaches out to the Eritrean refugee community who live in temporary 

camps that are often vandalised and destroyed by the authorities. 

A friend who regularly volunteers at the House describes with amazement the hospitality that 

he receives from the refugees (in the form of tea/coffee and whatever food they have) in 

their makeshift camps as opposed to the reception they receive from the Authorities. His 

statement that Europe is ’experiencing a crisis of hospitality’ struck me profoundly, and the 

fact that these vulnerable people have something to teach us, or remind us, about hospitality 

rings true. Some of these people arrive having suffered severe trauma and due to the policies 

implemented by the authorities are deprived of the necessities of life: shelter, food, clothing, 

health care etc. After a recent visit Bishop Olivier wrote in an open letter: Migrants in Calais 

are being treated by the authorities “worse than dogs.”  

Please help provide these people with the necessities of life through the hospitality of St 

Maria Skobstova House by donating through this page.  

Thanks, Jim 

For more information on St Maria Skobstova House of Hospitality please check out this 

website...  
www.refugeehousecalais.org/ 

 

Fr Jim will be resident here in our parish from Saturday 17th July until Sunday 8th August 
while I am on holiday.  I am sure he will have astories about his epic walk from Iona to 
Lindisfarne to tell you. You can also make a donation through Fr Ken or wait to Jim comes to 
the parish to give him a donation. 

 

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/in-solidarity
http://www.refugeehousecalais.org/


 

Children are great for asking questions. They ask one question and, having 

received an answer, they ask another. As children grow into adolescence, 

they begin to ask more probing questions, questions that look for some 

kind of light to be cast on the deeper issues of life. In time, they may 

come to realize that clear answers are not always to be found to life’s 

more profound questions. As adults we often have to reconcile ourselves 

to living with many unanswered questions. We discover that all our 

searching will never exhaust the many mysteries of life. We continue to 

take delight in making fresh discoveries, but we also realize that coming 

to terms with ‘not knowing’ is an important part of life’s journey. 

Today Jesus speaks a parable which acknowledges the mystery that is at 

the heart of the most everyday experiences of life. A farmer scatters 

seed on the good soil of Galilee. Having done the sowing, all he can do is to go about his other business, while 

the seed takes over and does its own work, producing first the shoot, then the ear, then the full grain in the 

ear, until the crop is ready for harvest. In the parable it is said of the farmer that ‘he does not know’ how all 

this happens. Between his actions of sowing the seed and harvesting the crop, a great deal of activity goes 

on, which is invisible to him and which he does not fully understand. There is a great deal in our world which 

we do not fully understand, in spite of the great expertise that has developed over the centuries on all 

aspects of our universe. 

He begins with the statement, ‘This is what the kingdom of God is like.’ Jesus seems to be saying that if the 

farmer does not know the ways of the humble seed, how can any of us fully know the ways of God? If growth 

in the natural world is mysterious, how much more mysterious must be the growth of God’s kingdom? The 

Jewish author of the book of Qoheleth expressed it well, ‘Just as you do not know how the breath comes 

into the bones in the mother’s womb, so you do not know the work of God, who makes everything.’ With the 

parable of the seed growing secretly Jesus says that the kingdom of God can be growing among us in ways 

that we do not fully understand, just as the seed the farmer sows in the ground grows to harvest in ways he 

does not understand. There is a reassuring, hopeful message here for all of us who may be tempted to 

discouragement by the slow progress that the ways of God appear to be making in the world. The spreading 

of God’s reign is ultimately God’s work and that work is always under way, even when we do not see it or 

understand it. We have a part to play in the coming of God’s way of doing things among us, just as the farmer 

has a role to play in the coming of the final harvest. However, that first parable in the gospel warns us 

against overestimating our role. St Paul expresses this perspective well in his first letter to the Corinthians, 

‘Neither the one who plants, nor the one who waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth.’ 

The second parable in today’s gospel reminds us that God can be at work in situations and places that seem 

very unpromising to us. There is a stark contrast between the tiny mustard seed (the smallest of all the 

seeds), and the large shrub that grows from it, in whose branches the birds of the air can nest. Insignificant 

beginnings can lead to a wonderful result. The kingdom of God is like that; it often finds expression initially 

in what is small and seemingly insignificant. We can feel that our own faith is insignificant, as small as a 

mustard seed. Jesus assures us that the Spirit is working in and through such faith. Our hope can appear to 

diminish to the size of a mustard seed. The parable says that such hope is enough for the Lord to work with. 

Our various efforts can seem to bear very insignificant results. The parable assures us that the Lord will see 

to it that the final harvest from those efforts will be abundant. 

Sometimes we have to learn to be content with the small seeds that we can sow, trusting them to bear fruit 
in ways that will surprise us. The kingdom of God is something very humble and modest in its origins. We 
need to learn to appreciate little things and small gestures. We may not feel called to be heroes or martyrs 
every day, but we are called to put a little dignity into each corner of our little world. There are little seeds 
of the kingdom that all of us can sow, a friendly gesture towards someone in trouble, a welcoming smile for 
someone who is alone, a sign of closeness for someone who is in despair, a little ray of joy for a heart full of 
distress. God’s reign comes in power through the seemingly insignificant actions of each of one us. 


