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Second Sunday in AdventSecond Sunday in Advent  
6th December 2020  6th December 2020  -  Liturgical Year BLiturgical Year B  

Next Sunday is the Third Sunday in Advent  Next Sunday is the Third Sunday in Advent  --    Year BYear B  

This week:This week:  

  Today:Today:    Advent Devotions at 3.00 p.m.Advent Devotions at 3.00 p.m.  

  Monday:Monday:    Mass at 9.30 a.m. [St Ambrose]Mass at 9.30 a.m. [St Ambrose]  

  TuesdayTuesday    Mass at 9.30 a.m. [Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception]Mass at 9.30 a.m. [Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception]  

  WednesdayWednesday  Mass at 9.30 a.m.  Mass at 9.30 a.m.    

  Thursday; Thursday;   Liturgy of the Word and Holy  Communion at 9.30 a.m.Liturgy of the Word and Holy  Communion at 9.30 a.m.  

  FridayFriday    Liturgy of the Word & Holy Communion at 9.30 a.m. Liturgy of the Word & Holy Communion at 9.30 a.m.   

  Saturday:     Liturgy of the Word & Holy Communion at 9.30 a.m.Saturday:     Liturgy of the Word & Holy Communion at 9.30 a.m.  

        Vigil Mass at 6.00 p.m.             Vigil Mass at 6.00 p.m.               

  Next Sunday:Next Sunday:  Masses at 9.30 and 11.00  [Third Sunday in Advent]Masses at 9.30 and 11.00  [Third Sunday in Advent]  

Please note there will be no Mass on Thursday, Friday or Saturday as I am having my eyes seen at Please note there will be no Mass on Thursday, Friday or Saturday as I am having my eyes seen at 

Ninewells. Mass on Thursday and Friday in the Cathedral at 1.00 p..m., and on Saturday at 10.00 a .m.Ninewells. Mass on Thursday and Friday in the Cathedral at 1.00 p..m., and on Saturday at 10.00 a .m.  

      

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR THE SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT 
 

1st Reading: Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11 

God is coming to save his people and to open up our way into the future 
Psalm 

LET US SEE OLORD, YOUR MERCY AND GIVE US YOUR SAVING HELP 
2nd Reading: Second Epistle of St. Peter 3:8-14 

God gives us time to repent and so be ready to meet him when he comes. 
Gospel: Mark 1:1-8 

John the Baptist prepares the people for the coming of their Saviour 
 

http://www.facebook.com/stpeterandstpauluk


Of your charity, please pray for: 
Our recently deceased: Ian Irons, Joan McNulty, Sister Barbara Farquharson &  John 

Martin 

and for all whose anniversaries occur at this time: William Nelson, Drew Brown & Jenny 

Moir 

or those sick in hospital:  Mgr John Harty, Tom McMahon, Orry Glancy and Mary Kershaw 

PARISH COLLECTIONS 
Thank you for  £705(Gift Aid  -  £347)  

 

Second Collection [by basket] today for the Poor Mission Fund 

Thank you also for the generous Mass Offerings for the Holy Souls during November 

Hospital chaplaincy and visitation  
If you or a loved one is in hospital and wish to receive the Sacraments, please make contact with 

the Duty Hospital Chaplain on 07821 624124. Other priests have been refused entry to 

wards at this time. The chaplain can be contacted by pager through the hospital switchboard on 

01382 660111.   

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

There are no scheduled time for Confession as yet and we cannot use the Confessional Box. We 

are available for face to face, socially distanced confession on request any day of the week 

except Sunday. 

ADVENT 

During this season of Advent, as we prepare to celebrate the coming of our Saviour, we will have 

ADVENT DEVOTIONS on each of the four Sundays, led by Deacon Charles, Jim Leary, Fr 

Andrew and Fr Ken. These devotions will last just over 30 minuets at will be at 3 o’clock. There 

will be an opportunity for anyone who wishes to receive the SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION, 

which will be celebrated in the Children’s Liturgy Room as we cannot use the confessional box at 

this time. These 4 Sunday devotions will be an ideal opportunity in these difficult days to prepare 

for Christmas. 

 

CHRISTMAS MASSES 
We will have four Masses  -  two on 

Christmas Eve at 4.00 p.m., and 6.00 p.m., 

and two on Christmas Morning at 9.30 

a.m., and 11.00 a.m.. 

The obligation to attend Mass is still suspended for the time being,  

These Masses are now fully booked 

 



 

 

We are open for Mass on each morning at 9.30 a.m., and at the usual times for Saturday Vigil 

and Sunday morning, and please follow directions to seats 

Holy Communion will be distributed at the end of Mass and should be received in the hand, and 

you are asked to leave immediately after receiving Holy Communion. There is no Holy Water in 

the Fonts and there will be no sign of peace. You must wear a mask at all times and sanitise 

your hands entering and leaving the church. Please do not congregate outside the church after 

Mass. 

ADVENT APPEAL 
You are invited, if able, to donate non perishable goods for the local 

foodbank as we did in Lent as show solidarity with those who are in need 

at this time of the year. Boxes are at the back of the Church for 

donations 

 
Most Highly-Favoured One 

December 8th 
 
The feast of the Immaculate 

Conception centres on God’s loving 

power to make us holy. Our Blessed 

Lady’s integrity or holiness right 

from the moment of her conception 

is not something she achieved by her own power. It is a pure gift of God, given to her for a 

saving purpose. It was in her genes, as we might say today, on behalf of us all. For it was 

supremely fitting that the woman who brought our Saviour into the world should be herself 

totally free from sin and available to do God’s work. 

 

Belief in the Immaculate Conception of Mary is belief in a provident God, who provides for the 

future, who prepares His children for their assigned task in life even before they are born, a 

God who foresees and equips us with all the natural and supernatural qualities we need to play 

our assigned role in the drama of human salvation. God anoints them already in the womb those 

men and women whom He appointed as prophets. Jeremiah was told, “Before I formed you in 

the womb I knew you, and before you were born I consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet 

to the nations.” God does not just launch us into this world as beasts, meant to fight it out 

among ourselves. The evolutionary view of the survival of the fittest, of “Nature red in tooth 

and claw,” may well describe the animal kingdom, but it is not the destiny of the people of God 

redeemed by grace from the harmful effects of the Fall. 

 

As we admire our Blessed Lady, God’s most favoured one (“Full of grace”) on the feast of her 

conception, let us thank God for His love and mercy which embraces us right from the moment 

of our own conception. As Scripture says, “or who makes you different from anyone else? 

What do you have that you did not receive? And if you did receive it, why do you boast as 

though you did not?” (1 Cor 4:7). Everything is gift, everything good in us is by God’s grace. 

For we all, children of God, are also favoured and heirs of God’s grace. On this feast day, 

Mary inspires us as the most favoured one, the mother of our Saviour, who enjoys the fullness 

of the grace of God 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Our need for preachers 
 

The ministry of John the Baptist could be 

the focus of today’s homily. He prepared the 

minds of people for the age of the Messiah. 

God sends the message of salvation and 

meaningful living to us through each other. St Paul once asked: “How can people know about 

God if they have never heard? and how can they hear if nobody is sent to them?” He holds 

the vocation of preaching as vital, if God is to be known and loved. Jesus found his first 

disciples among the circle of the Baptist’s followers. John taught the value of self-control 

and of prayer, and urged them to listen to the inner voice of God in their hearts. The high 

point of John’s short ministry was meeting with Jesus. As well as baptising Jesus, he 

encouraged some of his own followers to join the Jesus movement. It was through the 

Baptist that Andrew and his brother Peter, and Philip and Nathanael became apostles. 

Each of us can help other people to know and love God. If we were more committed, maybe 

we could do more to influence others towards faith. Parents can introduce their children 

to God by teaching them about trust and prayer. But this will only be effective if built on 

the example of their actual life. In all sorts of way, people are in position to influence 

others, for good or ill. This is clearly so for those who work in the communications.. But 

ordinary people doing ordinary jobs can also influence the views and values of those they 

interact with. Does our way of speaking and behaving help others to share our values, or do 

we confirm their suspicion that this world is a selfish and cynical place? 

The future of our church as an organised, priest-served community handing on the prayer-

life and values of Jesus is under serious question today. But if enough people open their 

hearts to God’s work, like John the Baptist and those first disciples, Andrew and Philip and 

Peter, then a way will be found to keep the world aware of the saving message of Christ.  

Comfort my people 
 
The word ‘power’ can have negative echoes for us, suggesting an overbearing will to 

dominate others. Isaiah speaks about power of the Lord that in a very different way. God 

is like a shepherd feeding his flock, gathering lambs in his arms, holding them to his 

breast, and gently leading the ewes who are due to give birth. This is a very tender power, 

a life-force of faithful and enduring love, a love that gathers and nurtures and reassures. 

This is the God whom John the Baptist invites us to rediscover this Advent. 

It is this God who comes to us in the person of Jesus of Nazareth. John the Baptist 

refers to Jesus as “more powerful than I am.” Jesus is the powerful one, in the sense that 

the first reading defines power. He gives full expression to God’s tender love that brings 

healing to the broken, strength to the weak and rest to the weary. It is this adult Jesus, 

now risen Lord, whose coming towards us and present to us we celebrate at Christmas. The 

Baptist calls us this Advent to prepare a way in our lives for the coming of this Lord, this 

Shepherd, in whom mercy and faithfulness have met, justice and peace have embraced.

(Responsorial Psalm). This is the God whom we seek this Advent, who can give greater 

depth to all our other encounters. 


