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The feast of the Holy Family  The feast of the Holy Family  --    Feast of St StephenFeast of St Stephen  
27th December 2020  27th December 2020  -  Liturgical Year BLiturgical Year B  
Next Sunday is Epiphany Sunday  Next Sunday is Epiphany Sunday  --    Year BYear B  

This week:This week:  

  

  Today:Today:    Mass at 9.30 a.m., and 11.00 a.m.Mass at 9.30 a.m., and 11.00 a.m.  

  Monday:Monday:    Mass at 9.30 a.m. & 10.15 a.m.[The Holy Innocents]Mass at 9.30 a.m. & 10.15 a.m.[The Holy Innocents]  

  TuesdayTuesday    Mass at 9.30 a.m. & 10.15 a.m.Mass at 9.30 a.m. & 10.15 a.m.  

  WednesdayWednesday  Mass at 9.30 a.m. & 10.15 a.m.Mass at 9.30 a.m. & 10.15 a.m.  

  Thursday; Thursday;   Mass at 9.30 a.m. & 10.15 a.m.Mass at 9.30 a.m. & 10.15 a.m.  

  FridayFriday    Solemnity of Mary, Mother of GodSolemnity of Mary, Mother of God  

        Mass at 9.30 a.m., & 11.00 a.m.Mass at 9.30 a.m., & 11.00 a.m.  

  Saturday:     Mass at 9.30 a.m.Saturday:     Mass at 9.30 a.m.  

                Vigil Mass at 6.00 p.m.             Vigil Mass at 6.00 p.m.               

  Next Sunday:Next Sunday:  Masses at 9.30 and 11.00  [Epiphany Sunday]Masses at 9.30 and 11.00  [Epiphany Sunday]  

  

Please mote that our Masses will be limited to 20 people only because of the new Please mote that our Masses will be limited to 20 people only because of the new 

restrictions.restrictions.  

Entrance will be on a first come, first served basis. If you can come to weekday Entrance will be on a first come, first served basis. If you can come to weekday 

Mass please do so, leaving Vigil and Sunday for those who are working. The doors Mass please do so, leaving Vigil and Sunday for those who are working. The doors 

will open 20 minutes before the time of Masswill open 20 minutes before the time of Mass  

  

THE SUNDAY OBLIGATION IS SUSPENDEDTHE SUNDAY OBLIGATION IS SUSPENDED  

Please be considerate and not come to Mass every weekday. Be generous and Please be considerate and not come to Mass every weekday. Be generous and 

helpful and watch on You Tube if you can.helpful and watch on You Tube if you can.  

http://www.facebook.com/stpeterandstpauluk


Of your charity, please pray for: 
Our recently deceased: Tom McMcMahon [ Funeral on 30th December at 3.30 p.m., by 

invitation only] 

and for all whose anniversaries occur at this time: Catherine Dailly, Mary Hendry, John 

McCaffrey, Gerald Mackie, Charles Buick, Margaret Ferrie, Francyne Walker, John Garland 

& Zena Valentine 

or those sick in hospital:  Mgr John Harty, Orryn Glancy, Jimmy McKiinney & George Low 

 

PARISH COLLECTIONS 
Thank you for  £1020.50 (Gift Aid  -  £467) 

 

Hospital chaplaincy and visitation  
If you or a loved one is in hospital and wish to receive the Sacraments, please make contact with 

the Duty Hospital Chaplain on 07821 624124. Other priests have been refused entry to 

wards at this time. The chaplain can be contacted by pager through the hospital switchboard on 

01382 660111.   

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

There are no scheduled time for Confession as yet and we cannot use the Confessional Box. We 

are available for face to face, socially distanced confession on request any day of the week 

except Sunday. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is great to have Fr Jim Walls, Spiritual Director of the Scots College, Rome here with us at 

this time of the Year. 

Fr Jim, Deacon Charles and myself wish you all the blessings of this holy season, and we thank 

all who have helped us over these past few difficult months. Please stay safe and well.  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Family harmony 
This feast might set too high an ideal for families, if the homilist lauds the virtues of the Holy Family, 

without also showing that they had to face many issues not unlike  those of our own households. Fortunately 

the Gospel tells us something quite different about the childhood of Jesus, in a down-to-earth way. 

Even though we honour them as the Holy Family, it does not mean they never had problems to face, as every 

family must. Just as every Christian has a share in the cross of Christ, the Holy Family also experienced the 

cross in their shared life. To mention just a few examples, we can imagine how misunderstood both Mary and 

Joseph must have been about the conception of Jesus before they came to live together. Joseph was even 

planning to divorce Mary privately before being assured that it was the work of God. Nine months later, the 

birthplace of Jesus was an animal shelter, since no better lodgings could be found. 

Today’s Gospel from St Matthew shows how the little family had to flee as refugees to Egypt because the 

child Jesus’ life was in danger from king Herod, in much the same way as refugees from war-torn countries 

have to flee to save their lives. This prompts us to be more aware of, and show more empathy towards, those 

refugees in our own day who seek a safer life among us than they had in the countries from which they fled. 

St Luke has another story to illustrate what trials were faced by Mary and Joseph, in trying to understand 

the development of Jesus as a young person. When he was twelve, they were shocked to lose him for three 

days and then had to deal with the unsatisfactory explanation that he “had to be about his Father’s 

business.” Still, he returned with them to Nazareth and was subject to them, in the quiet rhythm of family 

life in their village. We do not hear of Joseph any more after that so we presume that he had died before 

Jesus began his public ministry. Then too, the public life of Jesus must have taken its toll on Mary. In the 

Temple when he was an infant, old Simeon had predicted that a sword of sorrow would pierce Mary’s soul. 

How she must have been pained to hear his enemies say that Jesus was a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of 

tax-collectors and sinners, and at the end, when Mary watched her son die in public disgrace, on the cross. 

What sustained the family of Nazareth through all of these trials and crosses? What holds families 

together in times of difficulty is love and trust. Whenever families are happy, it is where love and respect 

are highly prized among them. We pray for an outpouring of those qualities in our families today. A major 

threat to family life nowadays is that we don’t spend enough time together, in friendly conversation. We are 

so busy working, socialising, using our electronic gadgets or watching TV that we have no time to talk to each 

other. 

A barrister, a busy career woman, was living just ten kilometres from her old, widowed father. But months 

often passed between her visits to him. When her father texted to ask when she might bring his 

grandchildren to visit him, she listed lots of reasons that kept her from doing so, court schedules, meetings, 

new clients, etc. Her father then asked her, sadly, ‘When I die, will you come to my funeral?’ The daughter 

was indignant. “Dad, how can you ask me that? Of course, I’ll be there!” He smiled and said, “Aah! Then 

please forget my funeral and come to visit me now. I need you now more than I will then.” Message 

understood – and the daughter began to visit him regularly after that. 


