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17th Sunday of the Year17th Sunday of the Year  
26th July 2020 26th July 2020 -  Liturgical Year ALiturgical Year A  

Next Sunday is the 18th Sunday of the YearNext Sunday is the 18th Sunday of the Year  

This week:This week:  

  Monday:Monday:    Mass at 9.30 a.m. Mass at 9.30 a.m.   

  TuesdayTuesday    Mass at 9.30 a.m.Mass at 9.30 a.m.  

  WednesdayWednesday  Mass at 9.30 a.m. [St Martha]Mass at 9.30 a.m. [St Martha]  

  Thursday; Thursday;   Mass at 9.30 a.m. Mass at 9.30 a.m.   

  FridayFriday    Mass at 9.30 a.m. [St Ignatius of Loyola]Mass at 9.30 a.m. [St Ignatius of Loyola]  

  Saturday:     Mass at 9.30 a.m. [St Alphonsus Mary Liguori]Saturday:     Mass at 9.30 a.m. [St Alphonsus Mary Liguori]  

        Vigil Mass at 6.00 p.m.Vigil Mass at 6.00 p.m.  

  Next Sunday:Next Sunday:  Masses at 9.30 and 11.00 Masses at 9.30 and 11.00   

Hopefully we will continue to stream our Masses on You Tube.Hopefully we will continue to stream our Masses on You Tube.  

  

  

Our Masses are open each day for approximately 30 people on a first come first served basis. Our Masses are open each day for approximately 30 people on a first come first served basis. 

Please follow the directions and keep social distance. Holy Communion [in the hand] will be Please follow the directions and keep social distance. Holy Communion [in the hand] will be 

distributed at the end of Mass.distributed at the end of Mass.  

  

Two short parables liken our desire for the kingdom of heaven to someone who finds a treasure Two short parables liken our desire for the kingdom of heaven to someone who finds a treasure 

in a field, or a merchant who finds a pearl of great value. Both work hard to acquire what in a field, or a merchant who finds a pearl of great value. Both work hard to acquire what 

they value. The dragnet resembles the earlier parable of the weeds, but the dragnet adds they value. The dragnet resembles the earlier parable of the weeds, but the dragnet adds 

another dimension; the boat must be rowed to produce a catch. Disciples are to harvest souls; another dimension; the boat must be rowed to produce a catch. Disciples are to harvest souls; 

only God may judge the good from the badonly God may judge the good from the bad  

  

  

   

http://www.facebook.com/stpeterandstpauluk


Of your charity, please pray for: 
Our recently deceased: Agnes Carrigan, Fr Michael Hickey & Michael Hedley. 

and for all whose anniversaries occur at this time:  Gerry Noonan. Mgr John Hanlon, Norah 

Ward & Vic and Teresa Bolger 

or those sick in hospital or at home 

PARISH COLLECTIONS 
Thank you for the considerable donations [£1655 (Gift Aid  -  £952) received this week by 

cheque and into the parish bank account’ 

If you are able to make a donation to the parish or a direct debit, our bank details are: 

Royal Bank of Scotland  -  Kingsway Circus Branch 

277 Strathmartine Road, Dundee DD3 8NS 

Trustees for the RC Diocese of Dunkeld—St Peter and Paul Mission 

Sort Code: 83-18-12 

Account Number: 00106267 

 

Our Gift Aid envelopes are available if you are at Mass this weekend 

       Today’s Mass Readings for the 17th Sunday of the Year 

1st Reading: 1 Kings 3:5, 7-12 

King Solomon’s prayer for wisdom: he prays for a heart that would discern between good 

and evil 

Responsorial: Psalm 118:57, 72, 76-77, 127-130 

  R./: Lord, how I love your commands 
2nd Reading: Romans 8:28-30 

  If we simply love God, all that happens to us will work for our good 
Gospel: Matthew 13:44-52 

  Three parables: the treasure, the pearl and the net. The kingdom to be prized beyond 

  everything else 

*********************************************** 

CONFIRMATIONS 

Bishop Stephen will celebrate the Sacrament of 

Confirmation for our children who missed out because 

of the virus on the Feast of St Andrew  -  Monday 30th 

November  -  in St Andrew’s Cathedral at 7.00 p.m. Our 

young people will also be joined by children from St 

Mary’s, Lochee and Our Lady of Victories, who also  

      missed out. More details will follow and as most of the    

      children are will be at St John’s High after the holidays, 

            myself, Fr mark Cassidy and Fr Michael Carrie will meet with them nearer  

     the time.  Lets all hope that we will be able to celebrate then. 



 

 

We are open for Mass on each morning at 9.30 a.m., and at the usual 

times for Saturday Vigil and Sunday morning, and please follow 

directions to seats 

 

Holy Communion will be distributed at the end of Mass and should be 

received in the hand, and you are asked to leave immediately after 

receiving Holy Communion. 

 

Using social distancing we can probably allow 27/30 people to Mass. 

There is no Holy Water and the Fonts and there will be no sign of 

peace. You must wear a mask at ll times and santise your hands. 

 

Please do not congregate outside the church after Mass. 

 

FIRST 

COMMUNIONS 
 All being well we 

hope to have our 

d e l a y e d  F i r s t 

Communions on the 

Feast of Christ the 

King  -  Sunday 22nd 

November  -  at 11 o’clock Mass. More details when school 

hopefully resumes. 
 
  

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS to Anne and Jim Leary 

who celebrated 40 years of marriage last 

Wednesday. Ad multos Annos. 



The Priceless Pearl 
 
People reared in the country 

are familiar with how 

fiercely an old farmer can 

cling on to his land. Even a 

miserable patch of grassy 

bog feels like an insurance 

against abandonment. But hanging on is not the answer. It only sows bitterness and 

frustration in sons whose best years are squandered in waiting. Sons who in turn never 

learn themselves from the mistakes of their fathers. Love alone can guarantee security 

and care in one’s declining years. Possessions provide only the illusion of security. 

Elderly farmers are not the only ones who hold on to things for security. Others have 

their own holdings from which only death can separate them. It may be property and 

wealth, status and prestige or power and influence. It may even be an awful lot less, trivial 

comforts and an easy life. It may be a sixteen-hour day or the thankless responsibility of 

high office. Or a reputation we can no longer live up to. There is nothing more pathetic 

than an ageing beauty queen who refuses to accept the ravages of time. 

“Ask what you would like me to give you,” God said to Solomon. “Give your servant a heart 

to understand how to discern between good and evil,” he replied. It is the kind of gift we 

all need. Possessions come in many forms. It is not so much these possessions that we 

should rid ourselves of, as the demon of possession itself that should be exorcised. 

Poverty has become a dirty word in the world we live in. We should not let an Ethiopian 

famine or a Rwanda disaster make us forget that poverty is also a Christian virtue. It is no 

accident that Christ began his Sermon on the Mount with “Blessed are the poor in spirit, 

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” Or that the only condition for his followers is that 

“they leave all things.” Or that the rich young man should have failed all because he failed 

this one test, “for he had great possessions.” Or that the pearl in today’s parable could 

only be bought by “selling everything he owns.” 

The trouble with most people is that they want it both ways. All this and the good life too. 

But they can’t have it both ways. 

There is a pearl for everyone. And there is a price for everyone to pay. A price tailored to 

each individual circumstances. Detachment is that price. To be able to walk away from 

what we cherish most without so much as looking back with regret. Our tragedy is not that 

we cannot find the pearl but that we are unwilling to pay. 


