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25th Sunday of the Year25th Sunday of the Year  
20th September 2020 20th September 2020 -  Liturgical Year ALiturgical Year A  
Next Sunday is the 26th Sunday of the YearNext Sunday is the 26th Sunday of the Year  

This week:This week:  

  Monday:Monday:    Mass at 9.30 a.m. [St Matthew]Mass at 9.30 a.m. [St Matthew]  

  TuesdayTuesday    Mass at 9.30 a.m.  Mass at 9.30 a.m.    

  WednesdayWednesday  Mass at 9.30 a.m. Mass at 9.30 a.m.   

  Thursday; Thursday;   Mass at 9.30 a.m. Mass at 9.30 a.m.   

  FridayFriday    Liturgy of the Word & Holy Communion at 9.30 a.m.Liturgy of the Word & Holy Communion at 9.30 a.m.  

  Saturday:     Mass at 9.30 a.m. Saturday:     Mass at 9.30 a.m.   

        Vigil Mass at 6.00 p.m.Vigil Mass at 6.00 p.m.  

  Next Sunday:Next Sunday:  Masses at 9.30 and 11.00 Masses at 9.30 and 11.00   

Hopefully we will continue to stream our Masses on You Tube.Hopefully we will continue to stream our Masses on You Tube.  

  

Our Masses are open each day for approximately 30 people on a first come first served basis. Our Masses are open each day for approximately 30 people on a first come first served basis. 

Please follow the directions and keep social distance. Holy Communion [in the hand] will be Please follow the directions and keep social distance. Holy Communion [in the hand] will be 

distributed at the end of Mass.distributed at the end of Mass.  

  

The famous parable about the vineyard of the Lord, tells of people engaged to work in the vineyard The famous parable about the vineyard of the Lord, tells of people engaged to work in the vineyard 

at different times of the day. The agreed wage, one denarius  at different times of the day. The agreed wage, one denarius  --    the minimum wage at the time. the minimum wage at the time. 

Those who worked longer expected more, but the denarius is a symbol of what sustains life: God’s Those who worked longer expected more, but the denarius is a symbol of what sustains life: God’s 

gift; not something earned. What kind of owner would pay less than enough to live on. God gives life gift; not something earned. What kind of owner would pay less than enough to live on. God gives life 

itself, not as a wageitself, not as a wage  

http://www.facebook.com/stpeterandstpauluk


Of your charity, please pray for: 
Our recently deceased: Molly Donaldson, Margaret Cushnie & Jimmy McKinlay 

and for all whose anniversaries occur at this time:  Canon Jock Connolly, Bro Peter Quinn, 

Lena Stewart, Patricia Hosie, Catherine Taylor, Betty McCarry & Mary Gallagher 

or those sick in hospital or at home; Mike McKay, Tom McMahon & Joseph Gabrelli 

PARISH COLLECTIONS 
Thank you for the considerable donations [£797.50 (Gift Aid  -  £392) received this week 

by cheque and into the parish bank account’ 

If you are able to make a donation to the parish or a direct debit, our bank details are: 

Royal Bank of Scotland  -  Kingsway Circus Branch 

277 Strathmartine Road, Dundee DD3 8NS 

Trustees for the RC Diocese of Dunkeld—St Peter and Paul Mission 

Sort Code: 83-18-12 

Account Number: 00106267 

 

Thank you for donations received this week in response to last weeks appeal 

FINANCE UPDATE 
 

Grateful thanks to all who, in these difficult times, have contributed to our parish collections, by 

envelope, donations or Direct Debits. 

 

The average weekly collection is around £600, some £400 down on normal times 

 

At the moment we are still in a good position financially though the next two months, if lockdown 

continues, we will  face some extra expenses as we will have to put the heating back on [this costs 

approximately £900 per month]. In addition, our insurances are due early October [last year they 

were £4,500]. 

 

There are still a considerable number of Collection Envelopes at the back of the Church to be 

collected; we did not want to post these out as some may be in a difficult position financially. 

 

We rarely have to ask for donations but in these difficult times for us all, we ask that, if you 

watch Mass online each Sunday or weekday, you might send a donation to the parish to help cover 

next month’s extra costs. 

 

We will continue to stream our Masses each day if possible. 

 

 

 



 

 

We are open for Mass on each morning at 9.30 a.m., and at the usual times for Saturday Vigil 

and Sunday morning, and please follow directions to seats 

 

Holy Communion will be distributed at the end of Mass and should be received in the hand, and 

you are asked to leave immediately after receiving Holy Communion. 

 

Using social distancing we can probably allow 27/30 people to Mass. There is no Holy Water 

and the Fonts and there will be no sign of peace. You must wear a mask at ll times and sanitise 

your hands. 

 

Please do not congregate outside the church after Mass. 

 
FIRST COMMUNIONS and CONFIRMATION 

 All being well we hope to have our delayed First 

Communions on the Feast of Christ the King  -  Sunday 22nd 

November  -  at 11 o’clock Mass. More details later.  First 

Confessions will be arranged also. 

Confirmation, all being well, will be in St Andrew’s Cathedral on 30th November at 

7.00 p.m., Feast of St Andrew, with St Mary’s, Lochee and Our Lady of Victories. 

 

 .THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

There are no scheduled time for Confession as yet and we cannot use the Confessional Box. 

We are available for face to face, socially distanced confession on request any day of the 

week except Sunday. 

Hospital chaplaincy and visitation  
If you or a loved one is in hospital and wish to receive the Sacraments, please make contact 

with the Duty Hospital Chaplain on 07821 624124. Other priests have been refused entry 

to wards at this time. The chaplain can be contacted by pager through the hospital 

switchboard on 01382 660111.  

SCIAF BOXES 

Some of you may still have SCIAF Lenten Boxes at home. If you have, perhaps you can 

change any money into notes or a cheque and let me have it as soon as possible. The 

Government have agreed to double any donations received  by the end of September. 

 

Today’s Mass readings for 25th Sunday of the Year 

 
1st Reading: Isaiah 55:6-9 

Turn to the Lord in urgent prayer; for he never ignores the prayer of the humble 
Responsorial: Psalm 144:2-3, 8-9, 17-18 

R./: The Lord is near to all who call him 
2nd Reading: Philippians 1:20-24, 27 

Though Paul wants to be with Christ in heaven, he will serve the Gospel as long as God wills it 
Gospel: Matthew 20:1-16 

The parable of the workers in the vineyard; God welcomes all into his kingdom 



Only God sees the full picture 
 
The core of the Gospel parable 

is also in the Isaiah passage: 

“My thoughts are not your 

thoughts.” Try as we may, it is 

impossible to justify the 

payment of the workers in the 

vineyard in ordinary social 

terms. It could hardly be said to 

be fair. Yes, the owner is 

generous to the last comers, but 

why is he not generous to the others as well? It is simply that there is no reckoning up 

deserts when man meets God. 

In Our Lord’s time Judaism had reached a legalistic state, and the mentality was prevalent 

that salvation could and must be earned. There were many commands which must be 

fulfilled, and people were divided into two classes, the righteous who were on the road to 

salvation by fulfilling the commands, and the unrighteous, outcasts despised by those who 

kept the law. It was this slot-machine conception of God that Jesus opposed by his 

emphasis on love, for in love there is no calculation of duties, rights and obligations; there 

is only an open-handed giving without counting the cost, and a grateful receiving. We can 

never say that we have earned our salvation, or anything from God, but can only stand 

suppliant before him. The latest workers in the vine-yard have not earned what the owner 

gives them, and the mistake of their envious colleagues is to think that they can deserve 

well of the owner. 

Devout Christians may find it hard to stomach that someone who repents on his deathbed 

is admitted to the kingdom no less than those who have struggled and suffered all their 

lives for what is right. But this would presuppose a commercial attitude of reward and 

punishments from God, and it neglects the nature of love. The relationship of the believer 

to God must be personal love, and as such it is its own reward, for it brings its own 

happiness also in this life. The greater the struggle, the more a Christian turns to God and 

finds comfort in the security of his love. Also, fidelity through a long life does bring some 

advantage over a skimpy final conversion, for it may well be that the relationship of love 

has so deepened over the years that the Christian, faithfully following Christ, has more 

capacity for the full enjoyment of God’s company than one who comes to know God only at 

the last moment. Here it is not a matter of God giving a greater reward, but of the person 

being more capable of receiving it. 

Of this joyful relationship with God Paul was a shining example. While threatened with 

persecution he is filled with the joy of Christ. His life is already united with Christ’s life, 

and he longs for the fulfilment of final union. 

The parable of the vineyard-workers is no blueprint for labour relations, but it illustrates 

very well Jesus’ teaching about grace and mercy. There are consequences to be drawn, and, 

in The Joy of the Gospel, Pope Francis wrote: “The Church must be a place of mercy freely 

given, where everyone can feel welcomed, loved, forgiven and encouraged to live the good 

life of the Gospel.”  


