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Fourth Sunday in Advent  Fourth Sunday in Advent  --    Gaudate SundayGaudate Sunday  
20th December 2020  20th December 2020  -  Liturgical Year BLiturgical Year B  

Next Sunday is the  Feast of the Holy Family  Next Sunday is the  Feast of the Holy Family  --    Year Year 

BB  

This week:This week:  

  Today:Today:    Advent Devotions at 3.00 p.m. [followed by short penitential service]Advent Devotions at 3.00 p.m. [followed by short penitential service]  

  Monday:Monday:    Mass at 9.30 a.m. Mass at 9.30 a.m.   

  TuesdayTuesday    Mass at 9.30 a.m. Mass at 9.30 a.m.   

  WednesdayWednesday  Mass at 9.30 a.m.  Mass at 9.30 a.m.    

  Thursday; Thursday;   Christmas Eve  Christmas Eve  --    No Morning MassNo Morning Mass  

        Vigil Masses at 4.00 p.m., and 6.00 p.m.,Vigil Masses at 4.00 p.m., and 6.00 p.m.,  

  FridayFriday    CHRISTMAS DAYCHRISTMAS DAY  

        Mass at 9.30 a.m., and 11.00 a.m.Mass at 9.30 a.m., and 11.00 a.m.  

  Saturday:     Mass at 9.30 a.m. [St Stephen]Saturday:     Mass at 9.30 a.m. [St Stephen]  

        Vigil Mass at 6.00 p.m.             Vigil Mass at 6.00 p.m.               

  Next Sunday:Next Sunday:  Masses at 9.30 and 11.00  [Solemnity of the Holy FamilyMasses at 9.30 and 11.00  [Solemnity of the Holy Family  

      

Please note that our Masses on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day are fully booked 

SUNDAY’S READINGS 
1st Reading: 2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8-12, 14, 16 

Nathan prophesies that God will single out the dynasty of David, from – a promise fulfilled in Jesus 
Responsorial: Psalm 88: 2-5, 27, 29 

R./: I will sing forever of your love, O Lord 
2nd Reading: Romans 16:25-27 

Praise of the God whose salvation is revealed in Jesus Christ. This good news must be spread 
everywhere 

Gospel: Luke 1:26-38 

The annunciation to Mary, and her total Yes to God 

http://www.facebook.com/stpeterandstpauluk


Of your charity, please pray for: 
Our recently deceased: June Lettiere, Maureen Curtis, John Martin & Mary Berry Kershaw 

and for all whose anniversaries occur at this time: Margaret Rice, John Carroll, Lily 

Stewart, Beat Carroll, Roger Sarti, Anne Slane, Nina Hopkins, Jim Smith, John Garland,  

Zena Valentine & John McCaffrey 

or those sick in hospital:  Mgr John Harty, Kathleen Gallagher, Tom McMahon,  Orryn 

Glancy, Carole Stuart & George Low 

 

PARISH COLLECTIONS 
Thank you for  £861 (Gift Aid  -  £629) 

 

Hospital chaplaincy and visitation  
If you or a loved one is in hospital and wish to receive the Sacraments, please make contact with 

the Duty Hospital Chaplain on 07821 624124. Other priests have been refused entry to 

wards at this time. The chaplain can be contacted by pager through the hospital switchboard on 

01382 660111.   

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

There are no scheduled time for Confession as yet and we cannot use the Confessional Box. We 

are available for face to face, socially distanced confession on request any day of the week 

except Sunday. 

ADVENT 

Today, the fourth Sunday of Advent, as we prepare to celebrate the coming of our Saviour, we 

will have ADVENT DEVOTIONS  These devotions will last just over 30 minuets at will be at 3 

o’clock. . As last Sunday they will be followed by short penitential service with general absolution. 

 

CHRISTMAS MASSES 
 

 

 

 

 

 

We will have four Masses  -  two on Christmas Eve at 4.00 p.m., and 6.00 

p.m., and two on Christmas Morning at 9.30 a.m., and 11.00 a.m.. 

The obligation to attend Mass is still suspended for the time being,  

These Masses are now fully booked but can be watched on our You Tube 

Channel 



 

 

Welcoming the Grace of God 
 
Today’s readings tell of God’s 

gracious initiative towards us. Their 

focus is not on what we do for God 

but on what God does for us. In the 

Book of Samuel, David plans to do a 

great service for God, no less than 

to build a beautiful temple as a 

house of prayer. King David was an achiever who had accomplished a great deal. Yet Nathan 

says that God did not want the king to build the Temple. Rather, it was God who would do 

something for David; whereby David’s descendants would lead God’s people into the future. 

David had to let go of his great plans and learn to let God lead the course of his life. 

Accepting favours can be difficult for us. We like to be the givers, the organizers, the 

achievers. To let others give to us is to acknowledge our need, our dependence, our limitations, 

and that does not always come easy. Maybe we sense that to allow ourselves to be graced by 

others is to put ourselves under obligation to them. That reluctance to receive can carry over 

into our relationship with God. 

The heart of the good news is that God is a gracious God who wants to give us all things. As 

Paul says in his epistle, ‘God who did not withhold his won Son, but gave him up for all of us, 

will also with him give us everything else!’ This is the special time of year when we allow God to 

be the God of abundant grace in our regard; it is a time when we come before him in our need 

and open ourselves to his gracious love and presence. 

 
 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

That special person 
 
If you were to ask a married couple how they came to fall in love, or asked two good friends how 

they came to be friends, they may have difficulty answering and might say something like, “It just 

happened.” In one sense that may be true. In another sense it didn’t just happen. If two people are 

in a significant relationship with each other, be it marriage or friendship, it is because they have 

chosen each other. Why does someone choose one person rather than another as a spouse or 

friend? Why does someone choose to share his or her life with someone else? This is the mystery 

of human freedom, human preference. The more significant relationships cannot be forced. Love is 

freely bestowed by one person on another; the other freely receives what is bestowed and freely 

reciprocates, and a new relationship is born. There is a depth about all that. 

If there is mystery in the relationship of one human being with another, even more so in the 

relationship between God and us. Why did God choose Mary to be the mother of his Son? Why this 

particular woman in this small village at this particular time of human history? It was the 

mysterious freedom and preference of God. Yet, there is a difference between God’s choice of 

Mary and the choice any one of us might make of another. When any one of us chooses another to 

love or to befriend, there is always, of necessity, an exclusive element to that choice. We choose 

this person rather than any number of others. Although we choose several people in the course of 

our lives in each case our choice of one excludes others. 

God’s choice of Mary was not exclusive in that sense. In choosing Mary, he was choosing all of us. 

He chose Mary for all our sakes. God chose her to carry God’s Son on behalf of us all, because her 

future child was God’s gift to us all. That is why how Mary responded to God’s choice of her was 

not just a matter that concerned herself. It concerned us all. We all had a vested interest in how 

she responded. Her response would also be our response. In a sense we looked to her to make an 

appropriate response on behalf of us all to God’s choice of us. 

The good news is that Mary did not let us down. Although initially disturbed and perplexed by the 

message, she eventually surrendered fully to that mysterious choice of God. Having been graced in 

this mysterious way, she responded wholeheartedly, “Let it be to me according to your word.” God 

freely chose her, and she in turn chose to place her freedom at God’s service. God’s choice of 

Mary, and her choice of God in response had the most wonderful consequences for all of us. She 

went on to sing, “the Almighty has done great things for me.” And because of her response to God’s 

choice, we can all sing, “the Almighty has done great things for us.” We have all been graced 

through Mary’s response to God’s choice of her. 


