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16th Sunday of the Year16th Sunday of the Year  
19th July 2020 19th July 2020 -  Liturgical Year ALiturgical Year A  

Next Sunday is the 17th Sunday of the YearNext Sunday is the 17th Sunday of the Year  

This week:This week:  

  Monday:Monday:    Mass at 9.30 a.m. Mass at 9.30 a.m.   

  TuesdayTuesday    Mass at 9.30 a.m.Mass at 9.30 a.m.  

  WednesdayWednesday  Mass at 9.30 a.m. [St Mary Magdalene]Mass at 9.30 a.m. [St Mary Magdalene]  

  Thursday; Thursday;   Mass at 9.30 a.m. [St Bridget of Sweden]Mass at 9.30 a.m. [St Bridget of Sweden]  

  FridayFriday    Mass at 9.30 a.m. Mass at 9.30 a.m.   

  Saturday:     Mass at 9.30 a.m. [St James]Saturday:     Mass at 9.30 a.m. [St James]  

        Vigil Mass at 6.00 p.m.Vigil Mass at 6.00 p.m.  

  Next Sunday:Next Sunday:  Masses at 9.30 and 11.00 Masses at 9.30 and 11.00   

Hopefully we will continue to stream our Masses on You Tube.Hopefully we will continue to stream our Masses on You Tube.  

  

  

Our Masses are open each day for approximately 30 people on a first come first served basis. Our Masses are open each day for approximately 30 people on a first come first served basis. 

Please follow the directions and keep social distance. Holy Communion [in the hand] will be Please follow the directions and keep social distance. Holy Communion [in the hand] will be 

distributed at the end of Mass.distributed at the end of Mass.  

  

Why does God allow evil to exist. Parable one today suggests the destruction of evil may cause Why does God allow evil to exist. Parable one today suggests the destruction of evil may cause 

the destruction of good. God alone must make the final judgement on who and what is good an the destruction of good. God alone must make the final judgement on who and what is good an 

evil. Next come two parables about the growth of the kingdom of God. Farmers saw the evil. Next come two parables about the growth of the kingdom of God. Farmers saw the 

mustard plant as a nuisance and yeast is considered a corrupting force in breadmustard plant as a nuisance and yeast is considered a corrupting force in bread--making. making. 

Christians are still often seen in society as a corrupting influence and a nuisance!Christians are still often seen in society as a corrupting influence and a nuisance!  

  

  

  

http://www.facebook.com/stpeterandstpauluk


Of your charity, please pray for: 
Our recently deceased:  

and for all whose anniversaries occur at this time:  Ben McLaughlin & Ruari Dowey 

or those sick in hospital or at home, especially  Moyra Foley, Anna Penman, Maureen Curtis 

& Ann Zgoda 

PARISH COLLECTIONS 
Thank you for the considerable donations received this week by cheque and into the parish 

ban account’ 

If you are able to make a donation to the parish or a direct debit, our bank details are: 

Royal Bank of Scotland  -  Kingsway Circus Branch 

277 Strathmartine Road, Dundee DD3 8NS 

Trustees for the RC Diocese of Dunkeld—St Peter and Paul Mission 

Sort Code: 83-18-12 

Account Number: 00106267 

 

Our Gift Aid envelopes are available if you are at Mass this weekend 

 

       Today’s Mass Readings for the 15th Sunday of the Year 

1st Reading: Wisdom 12:13, 16-19 

Because God is all-powerful he governs the world with patience, allowing time for repentance 
 

Responsorial: Psalm 85:5-6, 9-10, 15-16 

R./: Lord, you are good and forgiving 
2nd Reading: Romans 8:26-27 

God understands our ill-expressed wishes better than we do ourselves 
Gospel: Matthew 13:24-43 

God will judge all justly at the end of time 
Through the centuries, Christianity has been much damaged because of triumphalism, the thirst for power, and wanting to impose oneself on our 

enemies. There are still Christians who yearn for a powerful Church that fills church buildings, conquers the streets and imposes our faith on the 

whole of society. We need to go back to two small parables where Jesus makes clear that his followers’ task isn’t to construct a powerful religion, 

but rather to put themselves at the service of the Father’s humanizing project (God’s Reign), sowing small seeds of the Gospel, and mixing 

themselves into society as a bit of leaven in human life. 

The first speaks of a mustard seed that is sown in a garden. What’s special about this mustard? That it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it 

grows, it becomes a bush bigger than the other vegetables. The Father’s project has some very humble beginnings, but its transforming force can’t 

be imagined even now. Jesus’ activity in Galilee of sowing deeds of goodness and justice isn’t anything grandiose and spectacular: neither in Rome 

nor in the Jerusalem Temple are they aware of what’s happening. The work that his followers are doing today is insignificant: the power centers 

ignore it. Even we Christians can think that it’s useless to work for a better world. Human beings keep on committing the same horrors over and 

over again, seemingly forever, and we are incapable of catching on to the slow growing of God’s Reign. 

The second parable speaks of a woman who mixes a little leaven into a large mass of flour. Without anyone knowing how, the leaven goes about 

working silently until the whole mass is fermented. That’s what happens with God’s project of humanizing people. Once it is introduced into the 

hearts of even a few, it goes about quietly transforming human history. God doesn’t act by imposing enormous pressure on us; rather, by attracting 

our consciences to a more worthy life, one that is more just and fraternal. 

If we just trust in the word of Jesus, the Spirit of God is still working among us, promoting solidarity, a love for truth and for justice, yearning 

for a happier world. We need to collaborate with God’s project by following Jesus. A less powerful Church, one that is more lacking in privileges, 

poorer and closer to the poor, will be freer to sow seeds of the Gospel, more humble in its living in the midst of the people as the leaven of a more 

worthy and more fraternal life. 



 

 

Catholic Bishops announce resumption of communal worship 
  

Scotland’s Catholic Bishops have welcomed the First Minister’s comments  (Thursday 9 July, 

2020) on places of worship and have announced the resumption of communal worship in 

Catholic parishes from 15 July, 2020 .  Commenting on the move, the President of the 

Bishops’ Conference of Scotland,  

  

Bishop Hugh Gilbert said; 

  

“Over the past month, our parishes have been preparing for the safe resumption of 

communal prayer and the celebration of Mass, which is at the centre of the life of the 

church. To have been unable to attend Mass for many months has been a source of real 

sadness for Scotland’s Catholics and I am sure there will be great joy at the prospect of 

returning.” 

  

“Thanks to the widespread implementation of the church’s Infection Control protocols, 

Catholic parishes will begin the resumption of public Masses and other communal activities 

from 15 July, 2020” 

  

Bishop Gilbert added: 

  

“The bishops are extremely grateful to all those who have worked tirelessly to prepare our 

parishes for public worship and to those who made their views known to their parliamentary 

representatives and the government on the subject of communal worship. 

While thanking the Scottish Government for listening to these calls, we would remind 

parishioners that the obligation to attend Sunday Mass remains suspended and ask those 

who return to do so in accordance with the infection control measures in force in each 

parish, mindful always of the need to protect themselves and others.” 

 

We are open for Mass on each morning at 9.30 a.m., and please follow 

directions to seats 

 

Holy Communion will be distributed at the end of Mass and should be 

received in the hand, and you are asked to leave immediately after 

receiving Holy Communion. 

 

Using social distancing we can probably allow 27/30 people to 

weekday Mass. 

 

Please do not congregate outside the church after Mass. 
 
  

 

 
 



Giving Us Time to Grow 
 
There were people in Our Lord’s time who wanted him to separate the bad from the good 

as well. Among them were people who claimed the moral high ground, the Pharisees whose 

name means “the separated ones.” Even John the Baptist expected Jesus to separate the 

cream from the skim, to have only holy people around him. John foretold that Our Lord 

would separate the chaff from the wheat. He said (Mt 3:12) “He will gather his wheat into 

his barn; but the chaff he will burn in a fire that will never go out.” That’s precisely what 

Our Lord didn’t do. He had all sorts of people around him, a rainbow coalition of people, the 

learned, the ignorant, the good-living, the bad-living, tax-collectors, prostitutes, the lot. 

What in God’s name is he doing, they said. Why doesn’t he get down to business? Why 

doesn’t he weed them out? 

As any gardener knows, weeding can be the greatest threat of all to the life of the young 

seedling. At first, the problem is one of identifying which is which. The weeds must be left 

until the seedling can be clearly recognised. Even then, removing the weeds may pose an 

even greater threat. It might sever the seedling’s root system. Often the weed brings the 

seedling away with it. 

In the case of human beings it is an even more risky business. “Weeding-out” has no 

history of success which doesn’t seem to curb people’s passion for it. Seventy years after 

Hitler’s final solution, the horrendous weeding out of six million Jews in concentration 

camps, the Bosnian Serbs are attempting the brutal policy of “ethnic cleansing.” Race, 

religion, colour, sex, politics are still considered ready-reckoners for identifying society’s 

weeds. Increasing power over nature provides new and sinister instruments for weeding 

out. The unborn child, the seed of life is threatened with abortion. At the other end of 

life, euthanasia is proposed as the final solution for the new Jews, the old, the maimed, 

the incurables and the burdensome. Right through life, the weeding-out continues 

remorselessly. The handicapped axe institutionalised, the delinquent are penalised, the 

deviant are ostracised and the poor are patronised. 

Weeding out is not confined to faceless bureaucracy. We’re all tempted to try our hand at 

it. We are sharp at spotting the undesirables, the troublemakers, the misfits. One 

shudders to think of the people who might have been weeded out if God had not chosen to 

intervene. Probably most of the saints in the calendar. Peter, after his triple denial in the 

crucifixion crisis should have been weeded out for failing the leadership test. Strange 

isn’t it, that Christ never weeded out Judas? The church did not always show her master’s 

tolerance. Galileo could testify to that. The spirit of the Inquisition lives on. 

Excommunications and anathemas may be out of fashion but old habits die hard. 

The parable of the weeds is starkly simple and yet widely ignored. To the question “Do you 

want us to go and weed it out?” the answer of Jesus is a categorical “No.” And the reason 

is self-evident. Only God has eyes sufficiently discerning and fingers sufficiently gentle 

for this job. Weeding out is God’s prerogative. Life would be so much better for 

everybody, if only we would leave it to him. 


