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Third Sunday in Advent  Third Sunday in Advent  --    Gaudate SundayGaudate Sunday  
13th December 2020  13th December 2020  -  Liturgical Year BLiturgical Year B  

Next Sunday is the Fourth Sunday in Advent  Next Sunday is the Fourth Sunday in Advent  --    Year BYear B  

This week:This week:  

  Today:Today:    Advent Devotions at 3.00 p.m. [followed by short penitential service]Advent Devotions at 3.00 p.m. [followed by short penitential service]  

  Monday:Monday:    Mass at 9.30 a.m. [St John of the Cross]Mass at 9.30 a.m. [St John of the Cross]  

  TuesdayTuesday    Mass at 9.30 a.m. Mass at 9.30 a.m.   

  WednesdayWednesday  Mass at 9.30 a.m.  Mass at 9.30 a.m.    

  Thursday; Thursday;   Mass at 9.30 a.m.Mass at 9.30 a.m.  

  FridayFriday    Mass at 9.30 a.m. Mass at 9.30 a.m.   

  Saturday:     Mass at 9.30 a.m.Saturday:     Mass at 9.30 a.m.  

        Vigil Mass at 6.00 p.m.             Vigil Mass at 6.00 p.m.               

  Next Sunday:Next Sunday:  Masses at 9.30 and 11.00  [Fourth Sunday in Advent]Masses at 9.30 and 11.00  [Fourth Sunday in Advent]  

      

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR THE THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

 
1st Reading: Isaiah 61:1-2, 10-11 

Our spirit is guided by God’s Spirit 

Psalm Response 

MY SOUL REJOICES IN MY GOD 

2nd Reading: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 

The fervour of the early Christians 
Gospel: John 1:6-8, 19-28 

John’s testimony to Jesus 
 

http://www.facebook.com/stpeterandstpauluk


Of your charity, please pray for: 
Our recently deceased: Maureen Curtis, John Martin & Mary Berry Kershaw 

and for all whose anniversaries occur at this time: Nan & Jim McKelvie, Bobby McNaughton, 

Fr Andrew walls & Marie Young 

or those sick in hospital:  Mgr John Harty, Tom McMahon, & OrryN Glancy  

 

PARISH COLLECTIONS 
Thank you for  £620.50 (Gift Aid  -  £371) 

 

Hospital chaplaincy and visitation  
If you or a loved one is in hospital and wish to receive the Sacraments, please make contact with 

the Duty Hospital Chaplain on 07821 624124. Other priests have been refused entry to 

wards at this time. The chaplain can be contacted by pager through the hospital switchboard on 

01382 660111.   

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

There are no scheduled time for Confession as yet and we cannot use the Confessional Box. We 

are available for face to face, socially distanced confession on request any day of the week 

except Sunday. 

ADVENT 

During this season of Advent, as we prepare to celebrate the coming of our Saviour, we will have 

ADVENT DEVOTIONS on each of the four Sundays, led by Deacon Charles, Jim Leary, Fr 

Andrew and Fr Ken. These devotions will last just over 30 minuets at will be at 3 o’clock. . These 4 

Sunday devotions will be an ideal opportunity in these difficult days to prepare for Christmas. 

 

CHRISTMAS MASSES 
We will have four Masses  -  two on 

Christmas Eve at 4.00 p.m., and 6.00 p.m., 

and two on Christmas Morning at 9.30 

a.m., and 11.00 a.m.. 

The obligation to attend Mass is still 

suspended for the time being,  

These Masses are now fully booked but can be watched on our You Tube 

Channel 

 



 

 

We are open for Mass on each morning at 9.30 a.m., and at the usual times for Saturday Vigil 

and Sunday morning, and please follow directions to seats 

Holy Communion will be distributed at the end of Mass and should be received in the hand, and 

you are asked to leave immediately after receiving Holy Communion. There is no Holy Water in 

the Fonts and there will be no sign of peace. You must wear a mask at all times and sanitise 

your hands entering and leaving the church. Please do not congregate outside the church after 

Mass. 

ADVENT APPEAL 
You are invited, if able, to donate non perishable goods for the local 

foodbank as we did in Lent as show solidarity with those who are in need 

at this time of the year. Boxes are at the back of the Church for 

donations 

 
Liturgies of Reconciliation with a General Absolution for the forgiveness of our sins  

 

Communal Penitential Liturgies are, in my experience both as priest and penitent, occasions of great 

joy and solace. We gather together, united in our humble repentance, and we find that the Lord takes 

what we offer him, and in return pours his abundant mercy upon us, like the oils of healing and 

gladness.  

We will offer the opportunity for a celebration of reconciliation at the end of our Advent Sunday 

afternoon reflections 

This will take the form of a short penitential rite, an examination of conscience, the Lords Prayer and 

the prayer of forgiveness.. 
 



 

Finding our personal truth 
Children are great with questions. As any 

parent knows they can ask the most 

profound questions in the simplest of 

ways. We all ask questions because, at 

heart, we have an instinct for seeking 

and searching after truth. This is a life-

long search. We can never get to the 

point in this life where we can say, ‘I now have the total truth.’ The gospel declares that God is truth — and 

God is always beyond us. We can never fully grasp God with our minds or our hearts. Yet we have to be 

faithful to the search for truth, even if along the way we find ourselves making painful discoveries that 

involve letting go of long-held and cherished convictions. We keep trying to come closer to the truth, the 

truth about our world, about each other, about ourselves as individuals, and about God. We keep questioning 

in the hope that our questioning will bring us closer to the truth. 

In our search for our own personal truth, two of the big questions that drives us are, ‘Who am I?’ and ‘Why 

am I doing what I am doing?’ We seek after our identity, in the broadest sense of that term, and we try to 

clarify for ourselves the ultimate purpose that drives all we do and say. In today’s gospel, those two big 

questions are put to John the Baptist by the religious authorities, ‘Who are you?’ and ‘Why are you 

baptizing?’ In answer to the first question, John began by declaring who he was not. He was clear that he 

was not the Christ, the Messiah. John did not try to be more than he was. Later on in the gospel of John, 

using an image drawn from a wedding celebration, he would say of himself that he was not the bridegroom, 

only the friend of the bridegroom who rejoices at the bridegroom’s voice. In this morning’s gospel John 

declares himself to be the voice crying in the wilderness; he is not the Word, only the voice; he is not the 

light, only the witness to the light. When John was asked why he was doing what he was doing, why he was 

baptizing, he declared that he baptized to make known the ‘one who stands among you, unknown to you.’ He 

did what he was doing to open people’s eyes to the person standing among them, to the Messiah who was in 

their midst without their realizing it. There was a great light shining among them that many were unaware 

of, and John had come to bear witness to that light. John did what he did because of who he was. The 

answer to the question, ‘Why are you baptizing?’ flowed from the answer to the more fundamental question, 

‘Who are you?’ “What do you say about yourself?” 

“What do you say about yourself?”, is a question we can answer at different levels. We can simply give our 

name, or give or parents’ names; we can answer it by giving our professional qualifications, or by naming the 

role or the position we have in life. Yet, the deepest level, the most fundamental level, at which we can 

answer that question is the spiritual level. Who am I at that deepest, most spiritual, level of my being? Who 

am I before God? Who is God calling me to be? Here, John the Baptist, the great Advent saint, can be of 

help to us. He articulates for us who each one of us is in virtue of our baptism, who God is calling us to be. No 

more than John the Baptist, we are certainly not the Messiah. We are not the light. We know only too well 

the areas of darkness in our lives and in our hearts. However, like John the Baptist, we are a witness to the 

Light. Even though we are all far from perfect, we are, nonetheless, called to be a witness to Christ. 

John the Baptist says: “”there stands among you, unknown to you, the one who is coming after me.” Jesus 

Christ stands among us, but he remains unknown to many. Perhaps we could do more to make him known, to let 

his light shine in our world through our example. The Baptist was a voice crying in the wilderness, a voice to 

invite people into relationship with God. We too are asked to use our voice to make Christ known. We can use 

our gift of communication to spread faith in Christ and illustrate his values and his attitudes. In our 

behaviour too, we can let the Lord communicate through us. If we realise our calling to be witnesses to the 

light, it can shape how we live and explains why we live the way we do. The answer to the question, ‘Who are 

you?’ grounds the answer to the question, ‘Why do you do what you are doing?’ Advent is a good time to 

reclaim our fundamental identity, our Christ-linked identity. If Jesus is to be born anywhere today, it will be 

in the hearts of his followers 


