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Third Sunday in Lent 
24th March 2019  -  Liturgical Year C  

Next Sunday is the Fourth Sunday in Lent [Year 

   This week: 
 Monday:  Solemnity of the Annunciation  - Mass at 9.30 a.m.  
 Tuesday:  Mass in St Paul’s Academy at 8.25 a.m. 
    Mass at 9.30 a.m.  
    Short Stations of the Cross and Mass at 7.00 p.m. 
    Charismatic Prayer Group at 7.30 p.m. 
 Wednesday:  Masses at 9.30 a.m. 
    Eucharistic Adoration from after Mass until 3.00 p.m. 
 Thursday: Mass at 9.30 a.m.  
    First Confessions at 2.00 p.m. 
 Friday:  Mass in St John’s High School at 8.20 a.m. 
    Mass at 9.30 a.m.  
 Saturday  Mass at 9.30 a.m.  
    Vigil Mass at 6.00 p.m.  [Fourth Sunday in Lent  -  SCIAF SUNDAY] 

There will be no Mass in Lawside Convent at 8.30 a.m., until further notice. There is Mass in St Andrew’s 
Cathedral at 1.00 p.m., from Monday to Friday and 10.00 a.m., on Saturdays.  

 
 
 
 

 
Each weekday in Lent we will have 
STATIONS OF THE CROSS at 9.10 
a.m., before Morning Mass,  

Please remember to talk to God 
when you come into the Church, let 
God talk to you during Mass, then 
talk to one another  after Mass 

http://www.facebook.com/stpeterandstpauluk


Of your charity, please pray for: 
Our recently deceased: Mike Burke, Arthur Jones & David Pullan 
and for all whose anniversaries occur at this time: Ronald Mackie, Marie Gowans, Jim Moreland, 
David Dowey & Peter meldrum 
or those sick in hospital:  Teresa Macgregor, Aaron Smith, Orryn Glancy, Mary Ritchie and Mark 
Winter 

and all those who are sick or housebound in our parish and receive the Eucharist each 
Sunday. 

If someone is sick at home, please let Fr Ken or Deacon Charles know. 
 
 

 
Thank you for last week’s Collection of £1102 [Gift Aid was £506] 

Thank you for your generosity. 
Our new Collection Envelopes will be available at the back of the Church 

Next Sunday is SCIAF SUNDAY  
There will be a SECOND COLLECTION at all Masses. 

Our Wee Boxes are returned at the end of Lent 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD 
Our Liturgy of the Word for children is on Sundays at 11 o’clock Mass. 

It is for children from Primary 1 to Primary 4, with younger children also if accompanied by a responsible adult 
 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
Our Wednesday EUCHARISTIC ADORATION is on Wednesdays from after Mass until 3.00 p.m. 

It takes place in the side chapel and you are encouraged to pay a visit to the Lord, even if it is just for a short time. Anne Ferrie 
coordinates our rota for adoration. Please let her know if you can take part in adoration 

 
NINEWELLS HOSPITAL  -  ROYAL VICTORIA HOSPITAL  -  ROXBURGH HOUSE 

Fr Alan Doohan is Chaplain to the Hospitals. There is a new Hospital dedicated mobile for Fr Doohan [07821 624124] and 
the Hospital Pager is 01382 660111. 

 
During Lent there will be an AFTERNOON SERVICE and BENEDICTION in St 

Andrew’s cathedral each Sunday in Lent and on Easter Sunday at 4.00 p.m., led by the Diocesan 
Choir. 
 
  The Annual ACIES CERMONEY with Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament will take place 

today, Sunday 24th March, in St Andrew’s Cathedral, at 3.00 p.m. 
The Legion of Mary extend an invitation to auxiliary members and 
friends to take part in this annual dedication. 
 
 
 

Bishop Stephen 
As you know Bishop’s Stephen’s 40th Anniversary Mass was 
postponed due to his recovering from surgery. It has be re-
arranged for Thursday 20th June at 7.00 p.m. New invitations will 
be issued in May. Please continue to keep Bishop Stephen in your 

prayers at this time 



Inviting us to thin.... 
Some unnamed people spread the news about the slaughter of some Galileans in the holy precincts of the Temple. 

The perpetrator has been acting on the orders of Pontius Pilate. They add the horrifying detail that the victims’ 

blood has been mixed with the blood of animals that were being offered in sacrifice. We don’t know why they 

brought the news to Jesus. Did they want him to express solidarity with the victims? Or did they want him to 

explain what sin those victims could have committed to merit such a shameful death? Or why God allowed them to 

be murdered in the sacred area of the temple? 

Instead of a direct answer, Jesus recalled another tragedy that happened in Jerusalem: the death of eighteen 

people crushed by a falling tower near the pool of Siloam. Then he made two comments about both events. First, 

that victims were no more sinners than anyone else. And second, that any such tragedy can serve as a warning about 

the shortness of life. “Unless you repent you will all perish as they did”. 

This roundabout answer should make us stop and think. Jesus rejects the popular myth that all misfortunes are 

divine punishments.. We are not to imagine a stern, punitive God  who metes out sickness, accidents, misfortunes, as 

a response to people’s sins. Then he changes the topic and invites them to examine their own lives. They must listen 

to God’s call to conversion and to a change of lifestyle. 

On our mass-media we often learn of tragic earthquakes, hurricanes and floods. How can we reconcile such 
tragedies with our belief in divine providence? Jesus suggests that rather than asking how God could let them 
happen, we should wonder what positive lesson we can learn from then. Rather than ask, “why does God allow this 
misfortune”, let’s ask, “how can we leave so many human beings to live in misery, so defenceless and ill-provided 
for?” We won’t find salvation by protesting at God or denying his existence, but by doing our bit to mitigate 
suffering in our world. Then, maybe, our heightened awareness of the fragility of life will bring us closer to God. 

And Learn from the gardener 
Death stares out at us from our newspapers and TV screens. Apart from natural deaths, somewhere in the world 

there’s always some natural calamity, a terrorist attack, ethnic brutalities, murder for gain, epidemics, tsunamis, 

earthquake or famine. Death does not predict its calendar, but is a certain fate for us all. People who were 

expected to live to old age die suddenly while others whose childhood was marked by illness often survive to a 

remarkable age. 

Our reactions to other people’s death can be either a philosophical acceptance like, “Maybe it was his/her time to 

go” or a more shocked sense of loss: “It should not have happened so soon!” When people told Jesus how some 

Galileans died, victims of Pilate’s anger, they wondered how God could have let this happen; but instead of 

explaining it, Jesus asks “do you think they were more guilty than all the others living in Jerusalem?” He goes on to 

warn about the need of repentance.. “unless you repent, you will all perish as they did!” and illustrates this with the 

parable of the fruitless tree. 

Real repentance is a reflection about whatever is unfruitful in our lifestyle. Jesus’ words “Repent or you will perish” 

remind us of what Socrates said at his trial, after he had opted for death rather than exile: “The un-examined life 

is not worth living.” The parable of the fruitless fig tree is thought-provoking. It is not about doing wrong but 

about failure to do what is positively right. The fig tree that bore no fruit is like a Christian who attempts no good 

work and lives a purely selfish life. 

Francis of Assisi once invited a young friar to go with him into town to preach. Francis and the young friar spent all 

day walking through the streets and then came home. When the day’s journey was done, the young friar was 

disappointed and asked “Weren’t we supposed to preach today?” Francis replied, “Son, we have preached. We were 

preaching while we were walking. We were seen by many and our behavior was noted. It is of no use walking 

anywhere to preach unless we preach wherever as we walk!” He summed up his idea in these words “Preach the 

Gospel everywhere, and if necessary, use words.” To him witnessing to Jesus wasn’t merely quoting some words out 

of the Bible from time to time but one who lives by the word of God each day. 

The gardener in the Gospel asked the owner of the vineyard to give the barren fig tree another chance to produce 
fruit. He promised to dig around it and manure it, to give it one last chance to prove itself. It suggests that we too 
need to nurture our faith and commit ourselves to being helpful to the lives of others. Are we nurturing our faith 
and trying to love, so as to bear the kind of fruit God wants from us? 



 
SPECIAL COLLECTIONS 2019 

  
Papal & Episcopal Charities (including SCIAF)  -  31st March: -  4th Sunday of Lent    

Holy Places  -  19th April:- Good Friday  Wee Boxes set to SCIAF 
The Apostolate of Communications  -  2nd June - 7th Sunday of Easter    

Peter’s Pence  -  30th June  -   Solemnity of Saints Peter & Paul  
The Apostleship of the Sea  -  7th July  -  14th Sunday of the Year    

The Day for Life  -  16th July  -   16th Sunday of the Year    
Mensal Fund  -  4th August  -  18th Sunday of the Year    

The Ecclesiastical Students Fund  -  15th September:  -  24th Sunday of the Year   
Mission Sunday  -  20th October  -  29th Sunday of the Year   

Catholic Education Service  -  17th November  -  33rd Sunday of the Year   
Poor Mission Fund  -  1st December  -  1st Sunday of Advent  

In addition there will be one other second collection for a religious Missionary Order on a date to be confirmed
   

PARKING  -  please do not park on double yellow lines, even on a Saturday night or Sunday 
morning  -  as you may well receive a parking ticket. 
 
 

LENT 2019  
  
 We will have brief Stations of the Cross before morning Mass during Lent. 
 

 
This Tuesday we will have short SCIAF 
Stations of the Cross followed by Mass 
at 7.00 p.m.  
There is also a Vocations Mass on 
Tuesday in Lawside at 7.0 0 p.m. 
 
   GIFT AID 

 Our new collection envelopes are available today. Please take yours from the 

table at the back of the Church. 

 
One of the 5 precepts of the Church is “YOU SHALL HELP PROVIDE FOR THE NEEDS OF 

THE CHURCH”. It is our duty to help with parish expenses by contributing 

to our weekly collection and not the collection plate pass you by. 

If you pay Income Tax, please consider signing up for a Gift Aid, which 

allows the Diocese to reclaim 20 pence for every pound you contribute. 
This can be done by using a set of envelopes or taking out a Direct Debit in 

favour of the parish. 

Those who have direct debits, signed some time ago, might like to consider 

increasing their offerings. 

May I thank you sincerely for your wonderful generosity to our Parish. 


