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First Sunday in Advent 
1st December 2019  -  Liturgical Year A 
Next Sunday is the SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

 

This week:   
 Today:  Advent Devotions [with Benediction] at 3.00 p.m. 
 Monday:  Mass at 9.30 a.m. 
 Tuesday:  Mass in St Paul’s Academy at 8.25 a.m. 
    Mass at 9.30 a.m. [St Francis Xavier] 
    Charismatic Prayer Group at 7.30 p.m. 
 Wednesday: Mass at 9.30 a.m. 
    Eucharistic Adoration from after Mass until 3.00 
p.m.   Thursday;  Mass at 9.30 a.m. 
 Friday  Mass at 9.30 a.m. [St Nicholas] 
 Next Sunday: Masses at 9.30 and 11.00 [Second Sunday in Advent] 
 
Mass is celebrated each weekday at 1.00 p.m., in St Andrew’s Cathedral, except on 
Saturdays when Mass is at 10.00 a.m., followed by Confessions. 
 
THE NEW LITURGICAL YEAR begins today—the First Sunday in Advent. It is the year of 
Matthew and the readings are for Year A 
   

Each weekday we will recite the rosary at 
9.10 a.m., before Morning Mass, unless there 
is a funeral or School Mass 

Please remember to talk to God when you 
come into the Church, let God talk to you 
during Mass, then talk to one another  af-
ter Mass 

 



Of your charity, please pray for: 
Our recently deceased: Sheena Younger & Margaret McKenzie 
and for all whose anniversaries occur at this time:  Patricia McGarvey, Nessie Kelly,  Lizzie 
Donachie, Rose Carroll, Cathie Walker & Jackie McKenzie 
or those sick in hospital:  Mgr Peter Smith [Glasgow], Mark Winter, Aaron Smith, Joseph Ogilvie & 
Maureen Curtis 

and all those who are sick or housebound in our parish and receive the Eucharist each 
Sunday. 

If someone is sick at home, please let Fr Ken or Deacon Charles know. 
 
 

Last Sunday’s Collection  
£935.50 [Gift Aid was £484] 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY 
Thank you for generous donation to parish funds of £200 

Second Collection for Poor Mission Fund this weekend 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
Our Adoration continues on Wednesdays  from after Mass until 3.00 p.m. 

NO CHILDREN’S LITURGY today at 11 o’clock Mass as we have Rote of Enrolment 
 

 Food Bank 
The Advent Season is about to begin and we are probably starting to think about our own Christmas preparations. 
Could we as a parish during this time try to help families in our city who are struggling to put food on the table? 
Dundee Food Bank needs the following items to provide three days of emergency food for people in crisis. If you 
are able to help  there will be boxes at the back of the church on each of the next four Sundays for your 
contribution. 

UHT milk.      Tinned fruit.    Tinned meat.     Cereal.      Tinned desserts 
Biscuits.         Pasta sauce.   Tinned fish.       Coffee.      Tea.    Tinned vegetables 

 
DIOCESAN ADVENT RETREAT DAY 

“St Joseph— that just man” 
Lawside Convent 

Saturday 7th December from 10.15 until 3.30 p.m. 
All welcome 

 
There will be an Advent Service on Tuesday 10th December at 7 p.m. in Lawside Convent 

All are welcome. 
 

ADVENT PENITENTIAL SERVICE FOR DUNDEE DEANERY 
Thursday 12th December  -  6.30 p.m. 

St Peter and Paul’s 
Following on from the visit of the relics of St Teresa of Liseux, this is another 

opportunity to reflect on our lives and celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 

                                             CHRISTMAS MASSES 
     Christmas Eve  -  Mass at 6.00 p.m. 
     Christmas Eve  -  Mass at 8.30 p.m. 
     Christmas Day  -  Mass at 10.00 a.m. 



 

 
RITE OF ENROLMENT FOR RECONCILIATION AND HOLY COMMUNION 

Today, the children in Primary 4 who will be celebrating the Sacraments of Reconciliation and 
Eucharist will take  part in the Rite of Enrolment at the 11 o’clock Mass. This is the first step 
in their intense preparations for the continuity on their Journey of Faith. This is an important 
step on the faith journey of their children. Please keep them in your prayers. 
 

ADVENT IN ST PETER AND PAUL’S 
On the four Sundays of Advent we will have Evening Prayer and Benediction on the first three  
Sundays with our Youth for Lourdes Carol Concert on the fourth Sunday. All at 3.00 p.m. 
With all the commercial hype leading to Christmas, we can miss out on this important season 
of preparation. This is an opportunity for us to reflect on the meaning of this special season, 
and take time out to prepare properly for the birth of Our Saviour. Please make an effort to 
take part in these services. 
 
Sobering thoughts for Advent 
1. Advent tends to be swamped by Christmas music and Christmas noise. It should be a quiet time, where we 
step back to the fundamental experience of Israel, the experience of trustful waiting on the Lord’s 
deliverance. It’s a desert time, when we try to empty our minds of the clutter of the past and when our hearts 
learn from the Prophets what are the deepest needs in our lives. Advent reawakens hope and longing for a 
better future. Not just a secure financial future for me or you, but a future of Redemption for the entire 
people. 

2. Beyond all the worries and impassioned debates of politics and economics today is a deep and growing threat 
that we don’t like to think about. This is the threat of climate catastrophe. 

The climate-change threat has grown slowly, like the rising waters of a tsunami, and awareness of it is muddied 
by a culture of denial, encouraged by commercial interests. Registering the full extent of the danger one is 
inclined to cry, “Only God can save us now!” We are tempted to ask, “How could God let his creation get into 
such a dangerous state? Where is Providence in all this?” 

3. The consoling hymns of Christmas hardly engage with such a harsh issue. For this we need the more abrasive 
words of the Prophets, who often spoke up in times of crisis. Their opening words are often laced with doom, 
while their final words offer hope and consolation. First they try to wake us up and shake us out of our 
complacency, but they generally end by affirming that all will be resolved by the power and faithfulness of 
God. Their language is sometimes so deep that we tend to ignore them and focus instead on things that are of 
little account. But let’s pay special attention to the message of Isaiah, this Advent. 
 
 
Light the Advent candle one,  
now the waiting has begun.  
We have started on our way,  
time to think of Christmas day.  
Candle, candle burning bright,  
shining in the winter night.  
Candle, candle burning bright,  
fill our hearts with Christmas light.  



Another Advent 
‘What’s another year?’ was the name of a song that won the Eurovision Song 
Contest long ago! Today we start another liturgical new year, with the songs of 
Isaiah singing the praise of Advent. Our year of prayer will carry through to 
Christmas, then on to Jesus’ Public life, then Lent and Holy Week and the 
drama of Easter and the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. Then our time 
moves towards next Advent, when another year of liturgical prayer begins. 
This rhythm and pattern can be a blessing for us, providing a spiritual 
framework of meaning for all the bits and pieces of daily living, during the 
different seasons. The liturgical year can help us keep our lives grateful and 
centred on God. 

We begin this season of Advent in a spirit of expectation. During this time we look forward not just to 
the birthday of Jesus at Bethlehem but also for his second coming at the end of time! 

Here’s an instance of a woman with something to teach us this Advent. Before we had cell phones or 
WhatsApp or Voicemail, we depended on the humble landline. There was a mother in Donegal whose son 
in New York used to phone her up at eight o’clock every Sunday evening. As it neared the time her eyes 
were fixed on the telephone. No call in or out was allowed as she waited! She would not miss the joy of 
hearing her son’s voice and all his news. That woman was a model for our spirit of waiting in Advent ! 
The key attitude is one of being alert, being ready, so as not to miss the time of his coming, ‘you must 
stand ready because the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect’. These words sound like a 
warning as though God were ready to pounce and catch us off guard with our affairs not in order! But 
they are also a promise, filled with hope. The coming of the Christ was and is the best of good news, a 
gift beyond imagining! It calls for joy and gratitude. Our response should be not fear, but awe and 
wonder. John Betjamen has expressed it beautifully in this Christmas poem: 

‘Is it true? and is it true, 
this most tremendous tale of all, 

a baby in an ox’s stall? 
The Maker of the stars and sea 
become a child on earth for me, 
that God was man in Palestine 

and lives today in bread and wine.’ 

Let’s imagine ourselves in that stable on the first Christmas night. See there a girl from Nazareth with 
her quiet husband and a new baby. Then go up to Jerusalem and tell the priests what you saw. Say that 
helpless, newborn baby is the Anointed One, the long awaited Messiah, the Son of God. They would 
think you were out of your mind; they would accuse you of blasphemy; they would tell you that God is 
not like that. They have studied the scriptures and they know God cannot be small and vulnerable like 
that. But the Son of God has chosen to come among us just like that 

That is the great, joyful surprise of our faith. The presence of God among us is 
not what we expect, not where we expect. That’s how we miss it. As we begin 
Advent, we are invited not to miss the amazing gift of God. Be awake and look for 
God in the most unlikely places. Find God’s call to our goodwill in the doorway 
where the homeless sleep. Look for God’s presence where refugees are camped. 
Grace is present not only in comfortable places and spaces! God is looking out from 
the wrinkled faces of senior citizens. It’s great to be alive and wide-eyed like a 
child, at the beginning of our new year of grace. that. 


