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SOLEMNITY OF THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 

 8th January 2017 
[ Year of St Matthew (A)]   

Day of Prayer for Justice and Peace 

THIS WEEK 
 

 Monday:  Feast of the Baptism of the Lord 
    Mass at 9.30 a.m. 
 Tuesday  Mass in St Paul’s Academy at 8.25 a.m.  
    Mass at 9.30 a.m. 
    Charismatic Prayer Group at 7.30 p.m. 
 Wednesday    Mass at 9.30 a.m. 
    Eucharistic Adoration from after Mass until 3.00 p.m. 
    Reception of Remains of Jean Geekie at 5.00 p.m. 
 Thursday: No Morning Mass or Liturgy of the Word 
    Funeral Mass for Jean Geekie at 2.30 p.m. 
 Friday:  Mass in Lawside Convent at 8.30 a.m. 
    Liturgy of the Word & Holy Communion at 9.30 a.m. 
 Saturday:     Mass at 9.30 a.m. 
    Vigil Mass at 6.00 p.m. 
 Sunday:  Second Sunday of the Year 
    Mass at 9.30 a.m., and 11.00 a.m. 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is celebrated after any Morning Mass, on 
Saturday before Vigil Mass and on request at any other time except on 
Sundays. 
 

  



Of your charity, please pray for: 
 
Our recently deceased: Zena Valentine [Funeral Mass in Wellburn Chapel tomorrow at 
11.00 a.m.], Jean Geekie [Funeral Mass on Thursday ay 2.30 p.m.], Clare Wyatt, Vera 
Freyne [mother of Fr Mike Freyne] and Baby Noel William Rice 
and for all whose anniversaries occur at this time:  Mgr Ben Donachie, Gerard Burke, 
Richard Byrne, Neil Stewart, Tress Daily, Ronald McVicar, Yvonne Crozier, Gertrude 
McKinney. Martha Daly, & Kathleen McKinney 
for those sick in hospital:  Bryan Ritchie, Paul Kirkwood, Marie Kobine, Orryn Glancy, 
Craig Mitchel & Ronald Mackie 
and all those who are sick or housebound in our parish and receive the Eucharist each 
Sunday. 

If someone is sick at home, please let Fr Ken or Deacon Charles know. 
 
 

  
COLLECTIONS for 1st January 2017 

£1160  [Gift Aid was £754] 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY 

 
Please return any Wellburn Appeal Boxes as soon as 

possible 
 

There is a SECOND COLLECTION todAY 
 for 

JUSTICE and PEACE SCOTLAND 
[An agency of the Bishop’s Conference] 

DUNKELD DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES 

 

The annual Dunkeld Pilgrimage to Lourdes, led by Bishop 
Stephen, flying by air from Edinburgh, is from 14  -  21 July 2017. 
All enquires to Joe Walsh Tours [0141 530 5060] and sick and 
disabled enquiries to Mrs C Van Der Boom, 5 St Leonard Place, 
Dundee DD3 9HD [01382 815292]. Further information in the 
Sacristy. 

NEW YEAR HONOUR 
Many congratulations to Deacon Charles who has been awarded the Papal Honour ‘PRO ECCLESIA ET PONTIFICE’ 
by Pope Francis, at the request of the Bishops Conference of Scotland. This recognizes not only his service to the 
parish, but, more importantly, his work as National Director of the Diaconate throughout the whole 8 Dioceses of 
our Country. Bishop Stephen will present the award  in late January or early February.  Many congratulations to 
him  for his service as a Deacon and his example as a devoted husband, father and grandfather. 
 
LITURGY OF THE WORD FOR CHILDREN resumes today.  Please note this is for children who have not yet 
received their First Holy Communion. Children who have received the sacraments should stay in Church. 
 
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION resumes on Wednesdays after Mass.  Please find time to pay even a short visit 
to the Blessed Sacrament. Enter by the side door 

 

 



 
ENROLMENTS FOR SCHOOL YEAR 2017-08 for St Peter and Paul’s 

 
We are having two enrolment dates, Tuesday 17th January 1.30pm - 3.00pm and Wednesday 18th 
January from 10.00am until 12 noon. Please bring Birth and Baptismal Certificates. 
 

 
A Reflection for EPIPHANY SUNDAY 

 
 

There are people who have a very clear goal in life and all 
their energies are directed towards it. It may be money, 
friendship with God, political power, family happiness, 
prestige, success in sport or a top job. Whatever it is, it is like 
a single star that beckons them onwards relentlessly and 
strengthens them to endure every inconvenience and sacrifice 
that is needed to attain it. 
 
In today's gospel, we read of the wise men from the east who 
followed their single star and it led them to Jesus. They could 
have stayed where they were but instead they paid the price 
of long journeying and of risking their lives by approaching 
Herod. Their reward was the opportunity to meet Jesus and to 
worship him as their God. 
 
Unlike those famous travellers, most of us are less definite 
about what we want out of life. We follow many little stars, a 
bit of comfort and security as well as small selfishnesses 
here and there. We can be like Herod and expect somebody 
else to find Jesus for us. It cannot be done. We must be 
prepared to pay the price of time and service to meet him. The 
world today offers as many beckoning stars as the myriad of 

stars in the Milky Way. Each person must choose one rather than the rest. 
 
Which star are you following this year? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The 
Season of 
Christmas 
ends 
tomorrow 
with the 
Feast of the Baptism of  Jesus 

 



 
 

Letter for World Day of Prayer for Peace 2017 
 
We live in a world where there is an endless cycle of violence. No sooner is a conflict over in one part of the world than another begins 
elsewhere. No sooner is one war ended than another flairs up. And some wars seem to go on and on, and we despair that they will ever 
end. 
 
Every year the church begins the New Year by praying for peace in a troubled world. Well, our world is as troubled by war and violence 
this year no less than it was last year. What will bring the cycle of violence to an end? One thing is certain, responding to violence with 
violence is no answer. For violence begets violence. 
 
We can see that in our own personal lives, in our relationship with family, neighbours and colleagues. If a harsh word is spoken and you 
respond with another harsh word, things don't get better, they get worse. Verbal violence is no more effective than physical violence 
in bringing about peace. 
 
With the year of mercy last year, many of us have been trying to put into practice the challenging teaching of Jesus when he says: 
blessed are the merciful. Or again when he says: blessed are the meek. But when it comes to the world scene, it seems that nation 
states are not interested in that teaching of Jesus. 
 
Nations can see mercy as weakness. And no nation wants to be meek and mild. Nations want to be powerful and strong. They put their 
faith in military might. So even poor countries, who find it difficult to feed their people, see themselves justified in spending money 
on armaments and weapons of war. 
 
So much money is spent on the accumulation of arms; so much human talent and effort spent in developing weapons of destruction. 
 
Our country, Britain, is now the second largest exporter of arms in the world. The abundance of weapons of war and ammunition helps 
keep the flames of war alive in many a conflict throughout the world. 
 
The constant wars and armed conflicts show that humanity is all too ready to use violence and force as a solution to disputes and 
discord, to seek peace through the barrel of a gun. 
Jesus says: turn the other cheek. In other words: do not respond to violence with violence. As individuals we find that challenging and 
difficult to do. Nation states seem to find it impossible. 
 
On this day of prayer for peace, we pray that, inspired by the teachings of Jesus, we may recognise that peace in the world begins 
with peace in our own hearts and that we are challenged by Jesus to respond to any bitterness and aggression we face from others 
with words and gestures of love and reconciliation. We in turn need to influence our politicians and those who govern us to seek 
peaceful solutions to conflict, to use the weapons of diplomacy not of war, and to do all they can to bring the constant cycle of 
violence to an end. 
 
With my prayers for peace in your lives, peace among nations, peace on earth.  
Yours sincerely, 

 
+William Nolan 
Bishop of Galloway 
President of the Justice & Peace Commission 
 
 
 
 
SECOND COLLECTION AT ALL MASSES TODAY 


