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FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT 

5th March 2017  - 
[ Year of St Matthew (A)]   

THIS WEEK 
      Monday:  Mass at 9.30 a.m.  
 Tuesday  Mass in St Paul’s Academy at 8.25 a.m.  
    Charismatic Prayer Group at 7.30 p.m. 
    Stations of the Cross at 7.00 p.m. 
 Wednesday    Mass at 9.30 a.m.  
    Eucharistic Adoration from after Mass 
until 3.00 p.m. 
 Thursday: Mass at 9.30 a.m. 
 Friday:  Mass in Lawside Convent at 8.30 a.m.  
    Liturgy of the Word & Holy Communion at 9.30 a.m. 
 Saturday:      Mass at 9.30 a.m. [St John Ogilvie] 
    Vigil Mass at 6.00 p.m. 
 Sunday:  Second Sunday in Lent   
    Mass at 9.30 a.m., and 11.00 a.m. 
 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation is celebrated after any 
Morning Mass, on Saturday before Vigil Mass and on request 

at any other time except on Sundays. 
 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
Tuesdays of Lent 

7.00 p.m. 
[with Holy Communion] 

Rite of Election 
for 

Primary 4 
at 

11 o’clock Mass 

Readers Lists are at the 
back of the Church 



Of your charity, please pray for: 
 
Our recently deceased: George Taylor [Funeral Mass on Tuesday at 9.30 a.m.], Eddie 
O’Fee, Tom Gallagher, Ellen Squire & John Davidson 
and for all whose anniversaries occur at this time:  James Malone, John Garvie, Frank 
Chaplain, Jim Higgins & Susan Neeson 
for those sick in hospital:    Paul Kirkwood, Marie Kilhooley, Angela Waddell, Jim Mathews 
& Orryn Glancy 
and all those who are sick or housebound in our parish and receive the Eucharist each 
Sunday. 

If someone is sick at home, please let Fr Ken or Deacon Charles know. 
 
 

COLLECTIONS for 26th February 2017 
£1106.50   [Gift Aid was £581.50] 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY 
 

Today  - Second Collection for SICK & RETIRED PRIESTS FUND 
 

PARISH ACCOUNTS 
The parish Accounts for the Year ending December 2016, have been audited and approved 
by the Diocesan Office. The closing balance at 31/12/16 was £75,324.69. 
The full accounts are available for inspection in the Sacristy by any parishioners who are 
members of the Gift Aid Scheme. 
Sincere thanks to al for your continued support  to the parish, and thanks to Ben for 
preparing the accounts. 

 
LITURGY OF THE WORD FOR CHILDREN at 1 1  o’clock Mass. Please note this is for children who have not yet 
received their First Holy Communion. Children who have received the sacraments should stay in Church. 
 
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION on Wednesdays after Mass.  Please find time to pay even a short visit to the 
Blessed Sacrament. Enter by the side door 
 

 

SCIAF LENTEN APPEAL 
Please take your annual SCIAF Lenten pack 
today, with the WEE BOX, which, as usual is 
returned on Holy Thursday at the mass of 
the Last Supper 

 

5th March (1st Sunday of Lent) 
Sowing seeds of hope 

 
By giving, reflecting and acting with SCIAF at Lent, your 

parish is helping people like David Munyindeyi from Zambia to grow enough food 
for his four children. He said: “My children used to be hungry. It was so sad to 
see. I hope they have a better life, starting from now.” 

 

 

 



     REFLECTION FOR FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT 
 

The season of Lent calls us to journey along the edge, to anticipate that final trip 
to Jerusalem. Lent calls us to the cutting edge, when the wheat falls to the ground 
and new life comes forth. Lent not only calls us to give up something, but also 
invites us to participate in the mystery of God-with-us. By your grace, call us from 
grief into gladness, despair into hope, estrangement into right relations with each 
other and with the earth. Amen.  
 
This Sunday is the first Sunday of Lent. Our scripture tells of Adam and Eve, and 
of Jesus temptation in the desert. 
We who are so busy, so sure, so organised - we are called to step out of the urban 
and into the desert. 
All of us have hungers, temptations, concerns, fears that might rule us. So we 
Christians are glad of the opportunity to consider our lives in the light of Jesus 
life - to step into the desert with him and notice where we are fake, full or just 
dreaming. 
For when we know our need of God, we realise that God has been here with us, 
where we are, all the time  ...  

Ashes have been smeared and sins have been confessed… 
We follow our faithful Lord. 

These times, they are troubling.  This journey, it is hard… 
We follow our faithful Lord. 

It is God who sustains, not the temptations of this world… 
We follow our faithful Lord. 

In the Lord is our trust, our protection from harm… 
We follow our faithful Lord. 

Come, let us worship the One whom we serve… 
We follow our faithful Lord. 

Amen.  
 
 



 
EXTRACT FROM POPE FRANCIS’ LETTER TO THE WHOLE CHURCH FOR LENT 

‘The Word is a gift. Other persons are a gift’ 

Dear Brothers and Sisters,  

Lent is a new beginning, a path leading to the certain goal of Easter, Christ’s victory over death. This season 
urgently calls us to conversion. Christians are asked to return to God “with all their hearts” (Joel 2:12), to 
refuse to settle for mediocrity and to grow in friendship with the Lord. Jesus is the faithful friend who 
never abandons us. Even when we sin, he patiently awaits our return; by that patient expectation, he shows us 
his readiness to forgive. 

Lent is a favorable season for deepening our spiritual life through the means of sanctification offered us by 
the Church: fasting, prayer and almsgiving. At the basis of everything is the word of God, which during this 
season we are invited to hear and ponder more deeply. I would now like you to consider the parable of the rich 
man and Lazarus (cf. Lk 16:19-31). Let us find inspiration in this meaningful story, for it provides a key to 
understanding what we need to do in order to attain true happiness and eternal life. It exhorts us to sincere 
conversion. 

Dear friends, Lent is the favorable season for renewing our encounter with Christ, living in his word, in the 
sacraments and in our neighbor. The Lord, who overcame the deceptions of the Tempter during the forty days 
in the desert, shows us the path we must take. May the Holy Spirit lead us on a true journey of conversion, so 
that we can rediscover the gift of God’s word, be purified of the sin that blinds us, and serve Christ present 
in our brothers and sisters in need. I encourage all the faithful to express this spiritual renewal also by 
sharing in the Lenten Campaigns promoted by many Church organizations in different parts of the world, and 
thus to favor the culture of encounter in our one human family. Let us pray for one another so that, by 
sharing in the victory of Christ, we may open our doors to the weak and poor. Then we will be able to 
experience and share to the full the joy of Easter. 

 AND A FINAL THOUGHT FOR TODAY... 

Human nature is the same the world over. Each generation has persons of outstanding 
courage like Archbishop Romero, of great service like Mother Teresa and of supreme 
generosity like Maximillian Kolbe. Yet the same human nature which is often capable of such 
strength is also open to temptation. The temptation is to use other people and one's own 
gifts for totally selfish purposes. In varied disguises, the same temptation comes to each 
person again and again in life. What makes some people different is the choice they make in 
such situations. 
 
Being human, Jesus was tempted. For him, the crunch was whether to use his power as Son of 
God for his own satisfaction and for glory from men. As we hear in the gospel, he chose 
instead to follow the Father's plan and to give his life in service of others. 
 
Today, the temptation for many is to misuse their position, talent or wealth for their own 
benefit to the detriment of the weak, the ordinary, the less well off. The easy justification 
is the blasé opinion that what I have is mine and that is how the world is. Yes, but it is not 
how the Father wants the world to be. In big things and small, we are asked to surrender 
privilege, power and popularity so that others may have food, freedom and friendship in 
decency and dignity. 


