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SOLEMNITY OF MARY, MOTHER OF GOD 
1st January 2017 

[ Year of St Matthew (A)]   
 

THIS WEEK 
 

 Monday:  Mass at 9.30 a.m. 
 Tuesday  Mass in Lawside Convent at 8.30 a.m.  
    Liturgy of the Word & Holy Communion at 9.30 a.m. 
 Wednesday    Mass in Lawside Convent at 8.30 a.m. 
    Liturgy of the Word & Holy Communion at 9.30 a.m. 
 Thursday: Mass in Lawside Convent at 8.30 a.m. 
    Liturgy of the Word & Holy Communion at 9.30 a.m. 
 Friday:  Mass at 9.30 a.m.  
 Saturday:     Mass at 9.30 a.m. 
    Vigil Mass at 6.00 p.m. 
 Sunday:  SOLEMNITY OF THE EPIPHANY 
    Mass at 9.30 A.M., and 11.00 a.m. 
 

  



Of your charity, please pray for: 
 
Our recently deceased: Tony Callaghan, Anna Davidson, Albert Kidd & Zena Valentine 
[Funeral Mass in Wellburn Chapel on 9th January] 
and for all whose anniversaries occur at this time:  William Stewart, Gerard Burke, Betty, 
Jim & Graham Gilchrist, Francyne  Walker, Ellen Crawford, May Hendry & Donal Neeson 
for those sick in hospital:  Bryan Ritchie, Paul Kirkwood, Marie Kobine, Orryn Glancy & 
Jean Geekie 
and all those who are sick or housebound in our parish and receive the Eucharist each 
Sunday. 
We remember in a special way all those who have lost a loved one during the past year. 
 

If someone is sick at home, please let Fr Ken or Deacon Charles know. 
 
 

  
COLLECTIONS for 25th December 

£2630  [Gift Aid was £1566] 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY 

 
SECOND COLLECTION for WELLBURN APPEAL 

£943 
 

There is a SECOND COLLECTION next Sunday 
 For 

JUSTICE and PEACE SCOTLAND 
[An agency of the Bishop’s Conference] 

A WORD OF THANKS 
 

A great word of thanks to all who have helped in the prepara ons for the great feast of Christmas.  There are 
so many people who have contributed so much that it would be impossible to name them all  ‐  those who 
clean the Church on a weekly basis, those who helped with the altar servers, passkeepers, the Ministers of 
the Eucharist, the Sunday Tea Team, cantors and readers, to Andrew Kelly in par cular who is responsible for 
our hymn screen that helps us sing the praises of God.   
 
Thanks to the school for their wonderful co‐opera on over the  years. Money collected at the Infant Na vity 
will go this year to the Wellburn Appeal. 
 
Deacon Charles and I are so grateful for all your help, for your kindness and for your gi s received.  We both 
wish you the blessings of this great feast. 
 
Thank you also for the many cards and gi s received at Christmas.  This was my ninth Christmas in the parish 
and while they years have passed quickly they have been so enjoyable, rewarding and you all have been so 
suppor ve of my ministry. 
 

I suppose you wont mind me, like my favourite football team, going for 10 in a Row 
 



 
ENROLMENTS FOR SCHOOL YEAR 2017-08 for St Peter and Paul’s 

 
We are having two enrolment dates, Tuesday 17th January 1.30pm - 3.00pm and Wednesday 18th 
January from 10.00am until 12 noon. Please bring Birth and Baptismal Certificates. 
 

CATHOLIC PAPERS 
Special 2 week edition of the Scottish Catholic Observer, and the Universe, are on sale. Please note 
the increase in price for these two week editions. Our Bishop, has a Christmas Message for all in the 
Scottish Catholic Observer. 

 
 

Treasured, marvelled, pondered ... 
 

This Sunday we celebrate the feast of the Solemnity of Mary. In 
the Gospel we hear the well known line "Mary treasured all these 
words and pondered them in her heart" (Luke 2) 
 
If your week has been like most, you'll have been very busy, 
slightly worried and perhaps a bit stressed. There may have 
been wonderful and challenging moments, lonely and satisfied 
moments. There is a lot happening, and in a blur! Will we 
remember any of it at all once January 6th comes along!!  

Into all this comes Mary - pondering. Mary living deliberately, 
noticing what is happening, and bringing it all to God.  

What a wonderful example for us all in this season. Let us take a 
moment to ponder, to marvel and to treasure .... 

What are the moments that made up this Christmas for you? (good and bad). 

How and where is God present in them? 

What is God revealing, teaching, healing or blessing in your life? 

  

St Augustine said about Mary: “She conceived Jesus in her heart before conceiving him 
in her womb.” May we recognise Jesus present, as Mary did, and take time to give 
thanks and to invite Jesus more fully into our lives this year.  
 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 THE FAMILY AT NAZARETH 

 
We so often picture Jesus as working miracles, instructing the disciples, standing up 
to the Scribes, dying on Calvary, that we may forget that like us, he had to grow from 
the security of childhood, through the uncertainty of adolescence into the maturity of 
adulthood. While his growth may have been more sure-footed than most, his search 
and learning were as gradual as our own. He learned Joseph's trade. Like any other 
mother, Mary cared for him while wondering what her child would turn out to be. Like 
any child, he was greatly formed by the adults in his life and, in turn, they were 
enriched by his presence. His relationship within the family moulded him and blessed 
the parents. In so many ways, it was just like any child growing up in a family. 
 
The Holy Family is a reminder of how precious and central family is at all stages of 
one's life. Like every family, the family at Nazareth had its own unique and not quite 
normal story. They were homeless when the child was born. They were forced to 
emigrate. On their return, they had some happy years until the man of the house died. 
Shortly afterwards, the Son left the family business and went about making his own 
life which ended in seeming disaster on a cross, condemned as a criminal. In that fam
ily story, God's plan was accomplished. 
 
Something similar is true of every family story. It is in a family situation that God's 
plan is worked out most of the time. Today is an opportunity to reflect on our own 
situation. 
 
Maybe, like the family of Nazareth, we need each other to be more fully present to 
each other and for each other in the year ahead. Precious things always need to be 
protected and nurtured. 
 

NEW YEAR HONOUR 
Many congratulations to Deacon Charles who has been awarded the Papal Honour ‘PRO 
ECCLESIA ET PONTIFICE’ by Pope Francis, at the request of the Bishops Conference 
of Scotland. This recognizes not only his service to the parish, but, more importantly, 
his work as National Director of the Diaconate throughout the whole 8 Dioceses of 
our Country. Bishop Stephen will present the award  in late January or early February.  
Many congratulations to him  for his service as a Deacon and his example as a devoted 
husband, father and grandfather. 


