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FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER   
7th May 2017 

This day was made by the Lord  -  we rejoice and are glad 

 
     This week: 
 Today:  Mass at 9.30 and 11.00 
 

 
 Today - 4th Sunday 

of Easter   is 
WORLD DAY OF 

PRAYER FOR 
VOCATIONS Fr Jo will say our Masses this 

weekend and Fr Ken is covering St 
Joseph’s for Fr Les 



Of your charity, please pray for: 
 
Our recently deceased: Joe Gemson, Kathleen Muir [nee Gallagher], Irene Smith, Ann 
Niven, Sheila Grieve, Nancy Porter, 
and for all whose anniversaries occur at this time:  Yvonn Kierans, Noeleen Kierans, Ellen 
Moncur, Albert Black, John M Duncan, Hilary Ross & Tommy Golden 
for those sick in hospital:   Steve & Angela Waddell, Paul Kirkwood, Marie Kilhooley, 
Ruraigh Dowey, Jim Matthew, Orryn Glancy & Brian Oates. 
and all those who are sick or housebound in our parish and receive the Eucharist each 
Sunday. 

If someone is sick at home, please let Fr Ken or Deacon Charles know. 
 
 

COLLECTIONS for 30th April 
£1065.50 [Gift Aid was £571] 

Thank you for your continued generosity 
  

 
LITURGY OF THE WORD FOR CHILDREN at 11 o’clock Mass 

 
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION on Wednesdays from after Mass until 3.00 p.m. 

 

GIFT AID IT PLEASE 
  
This last year we have a lost a number of parishioners who used the 
scheme and we would ask that if you pay tax and are not a member of 
the scheme please join. We receive 25p for every pound donated as long 
as we can record it. Have a chat with Ben, after 11 0’clock Mass or with 
Fr Ken or Deacon Charles after any of the other Masses 
 
ANNUAL ST MARGARET PILGRIMAGE TO DUNFERMLINE will take 
place on Sunday 11th June, with Mass at 3.00 p.m., in St Margaret’s 

Church. 
 
FIRST COMMUNIONS will also be on Sunday 11th June, with Mass at 1.00 p.m. 
 
 

 

The Annual Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes will take place from 
Friday, 14th July until Friday 21st July, 2017, a little later than usual 
this year. There are still places available, and the number and email 

address for Joe Walsh tours, our travel agent, are as follows. Bookings can also be 
made on line and by post to Dublin.   

The website of JW Tours is. www.joewalshtours.ie  The Glasgow phone number is: 
0141 5305060 

The email address for information is info joewalshtours.ie 

Bishop Stephen will say Mass on Saturday in the Cathedral at 
10.00 a.m., and welcome to the Diocese the Missionaries of 
Charity [Mother Teresa’s Sisters. He will also consecrate the 
Diocese to the Immaculate Heart of Mary, on the anniversary of 
the Fatima Apparitions 



      
 
 
 

 
 

 
Knowing who we follow ... Good 

Shepherd Sunday 
 

This Sunday we hear of Jesus who is the Good 
Shepherd, the gate, and the one who knows his 
sheep. We often think of this in terms of Pope 
Francis wonderful challenge to priests to 'know the 
smell of your sheep'.  Yet, while God speaks in 
many ways through this scripture; this week I am 
struck by the line "the sheep follow because they 
know his voice".  

 

How do sheep come to know the sound, the timbre, 
the accent of their shepherd. If we would struggle 
to differentiate between the sound of each sheep; 
how can they know who it is safe or good to trust 
and follow?  

 
The only way to come to know another is to spend time together. In that 'being present' 
together, we come to hear and know the voice of one we can trust, and then we can hear its 
timbre, its accent from far away or nearby. Not only does the shepherd know us, but we 
know the Shepherd! 
 
In a busy world, with lots of distractions, and only limited time for God; it can be 
challenging to notice Gods presence or to recognise Gods voice present and calling us. Making 
time and space to learn to know the Shepherds voice is the first and essential step to 
following Jesus. We cannot follow one whose voice we do not recognise. 
 
This week - let us make time for listening out for Gods voice. Let us notice where we are 
carried, and appreciate the Shepherd who guides us. 
 
 



 
  

 

 
 

The Annual 
Concert of The Cecilian Choir 

Marryat Hall, Dundee  
Monday, 15th May, 2017 

7.30pm 
 

Guest Soloist - Colette Ruddy 
Tickets - £5.00 

 
Tickets are available by contacting Cecilian Choir 

Members or at the door on the night 
 
 

Pastoral Letter from Bishop John Keenan 
for Vocations Sunday 

Dear brothers and sisters, 
 
Today is Good Shepherd Sunday and is our Church’s World Day of Prayer for Voca ons to the Priesthood and Consecrated 
life.  
 
The priests in our diocese call Easter me the Confirma on Season because over a thousand children from our parish 
communi es come to our Cathedral to receive the Sacrament of Confirma on and the gi s and fruits of the Holy Spirit.  
I love visi ng our Primary Schools at this me and mee ng our teachers and young ones and, like Pope Francis does, I 
encourage them to ask me whatever ques on they like.  As you can imagine they ask anything and I am o en caught 
unawares and we have a great laugh.  One ques on is what is the best bit of being a Bishop?  Is it having the chance to meet 
the Pope or other famous people?  
 
My answer is that, for me, the best bit of being a bishop, the best bit of being a priest and the best bit of being a member of 
the Church is ge ng the chance to sit quietly and res ully before Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament.  No ma er what is going 
on in my life or how busy I am I try to spend half an hour every day with Jesus there.  It’s the best bit of being a bishop and 
of my daily journey of faith. 
 
Over the years I have prayed in hundreds of churches all over the world and found peace spending me before the Blessed 
Sacrament.  Whether I go to Jesus worried about a sick priest or our diocesan finances or our young people I always find 
strength and comfort in His Presence in the Tabernacle.  
 
In the Gospel Jesus calls Himself a Shepherd but he also speaks about gatekeepers.  He says the gatekeeper opens the gate 
for the Shepherd, lets Him go in and out freely and supports Him in His ministry and mission. The gatekeeper makes sure the 
gates are open and the obstacles are removed from His path.  
 
I think our priests are like Jesus’ gatekeepers.  When they celebrate the Sacraments or pray for us or give good witness in 
their lives they prepare the way for Jesus, our Shepherd, to come into our world and our lives.  They do not just open the 
gates of our church buildings but also the gates of our hearts. 
 
Please join with me in praying every day before the gates of our Tabernacles that more young men will join in this precious 
task and that we will be blessed with good, generous and gi ed ‘gatekeepers’ for genera ons ahead. Pray also for our young 
women to give themselves to Jesus as sisters in the religious life because we need good sisters them just as much as priests 
and already a few are coming to talk to me about the religious life. I am delighted at this. 
 
I should add that the second best bit of being a bishop is ordaining young men to be priests and seeing young women 
consecrated as religious sisters and watching all of them serve you with love, generosity and compassion.   
Please be sure of my prayers and blessings, 
 

+John Keenan 
Bishop of Paisley 
President, Na onal Voca ons Commission. 

 
Diocesan Youth Mass 

The next Diocesan Youth Mass will be on Sunday 25th June 2017 in 
the Cathedral.  The event will be organised by the Diocesan Youth 
Commission (a group of young people who attended World Youth Day 
and who have committed themselves to sharing the message of WYD 
with other young people in the Diocese).  The Mass will also be the 
first for our new Diocesan Youth Music and Animation team (DYMAT) 
who will plan, rehearse and lead music appropriate for a gathering of 
young people.  We will kick off at 5pm in the Cathedral hall with a 
short catechesis given by Bishop Stephen followed by a procession and 
Mass at 6pm and ending the evening with pizza in the hall.  This should 
be a great celebration of youth throughout the Diocese . 


