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CHRISTMAS DAY 
25th December 2016 

[ Year of St Matthew (A)]   
 

THIS WEEK 
 

 Monday:  Mass in Lawside Convent at 8.30 a.m. [St Stephen] 
    Liturgy of the Word & Holy Communion at 9.30 a.m. 
 Tuesday  Mass in Lawside Convent at 8.30 a.m. [St John] 
    Liturgy of the Word & Holy Communion at 9.30 a.m. 
 Wednesday    Mass in Lawside Convent at 8.30 a.m. [Holy Innocents 
    Liturgy of the Word & Holy Communion at 9.30 a.m. 
 Thursday: Mass at 9.30 a.m.  
 Friday:  Mass at 9.30 a.m. [Feast of the Holy Family] 
 Saturday:     Mass at 9.30 a.m. 
    Vigil Mass at 6.00 p.m. 
 Sunday:  SOLEMNITY OF MARY, MOTHER OF GOD 
    Mass at 9.30 A.M., and 11.00 a.m. 
 

  



Of your charity, please pray for: 
Our recently deceased and for all whose anniversaries occur at this time:  for those sick 
in hospital:  and all those who are sick or housebound in our parish and receive the 
Eucharist each Sunday. 
We remember in a special way all those who have lost a loved one during the past year. 
 

If someone is sick at home, please let Fr Ken or Deacon Charles know. 
 
 

  
COLLECTIONS for 18th December 

£1225 [Gift Aid was £622.50] 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY 

 
SECOND COLLECTION today 

for 
WELLBURN APPEAL 

A WORD OF THANKS 
A great word of thanks to all who have helped in the prepara ons for the great feast of Christmas.  There are 
so many people who have contributed so much that it would be impossible to name them all  ‐  those who 
clean the Church on a weekly basis, those who helped with the altar servers, passkeepers, the Ministers of 
the Eucharist, the Sunday Tea Team, cantors and readers, to Andrew Kelly in par cular who is responsible for 
our hymn screen that helps us sing the praises of God.   
 
Thanks to the school for their wonderful co‐opera on over the  years. Money collected at the Infant Na vity 
will go this year to the Wellburn Appeal. 
 
Deacon Charles and I are so grateful for all your help, for your kindness and for your gi s received.  We both 
wish you the blessings of this great feast. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Children visited some of the housebound this week  



 
Our Advent and Christmas Appeal this year is more local, for WELLBURN HOME, and the boxes 
are available at the back of the Church. Please take one and, as with the SCIAF Boxes during 
Lent, return it the end of Advent or at Christmas. These donations help in a small way to provide 
treats and entertainment for the residents of Wellburn, as we look forward to the new 
Community Hub that the Diocese is building in the grounds.  A second collection will be held at all 
Masses on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day for this appeal 
 
 

ENROLMENTS FOR SCHOOL YEAR 2017-08 for St Peter and Paul’s 
 
We are having two enrolment dates, Tuesday 17th January 1.30pm - 3.00pm and Wednesday 18th 
January from 10.00am until 12 noon. Please bring Birth and Baptismal Certificates. 
 

CATHOLIC PAPERS 
Special 2 week editions of the Scottish Catholic Observer, and the Universe, are on sale. Please note 
the increase in price for these two week editions. Our Bishop, has a Christmas Message for all in the 
Scottish Catholic Observer 

 
 

The impossible is about to happen in a stable. 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 

Those who lived in a land of deep darkness, 
on them has the light shined! 

This is the evening when creation stood still and held its breath, 
for God was doing the most unbelievable, dangerous thing. 

This is the evening when God embraced humanity 
from the inside, as one of us, from birth to death. 

In the beginning was the Word, 
   and the Word was with God, 

      and the Word was God. 

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, 
full of grace and truth. 

Amen! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

THANK YOU SANTA for your visit to the Children’s Liturgy last Sunday. He has left a few gifts for 
those who didn't make it last Sunday but usually come o the Liturgy. Deacon Charles and I have your 
gifts for you. 



 
God trusts you ... live up to that trust ... 

Here is the mystery of Christmas - the mystery of Incarnation: God has entrusted us with 
Gods son. He has pitched his tent among us. 

The Creator has trusted us, broken and scared human beings, with the life of his child. 

 John Birch's beautiful reflection captures this truth well:  

May this eternal truth be always on our hearts 
That the God who breathed this world into being 

Placed stars into the heavens 
And designed a butterfly's wing 

Is the God who entrusted his son 
to the care of ordinary people 

became vulnerable that we might know 
how strong is the wonder of Love 

A mystery so deep it is impossible to grasp 
A mystery so beautiful it is impossible to ignore 

Here is what God has entrusted us with: the refugee, the imprisoned, the wounded, the 
healer, the singer, the silent, the child, the elderly person, the believer, the unbeliever ... 

Incarnation means that all humanity is shot through with the glory of God. No longer 
separate and searching in the hope of being seen by God - we are now directly connected, 
through Jesus of Nazareth; with God.  

This year the world might have felt like a challenging and even dangerous place for many 
of us. We worried, prayed, wondered what would happen next. At Christmas we remember 
that we are not alone in that concern - through Jesus Christ, God knows our human 
experience, and is with us in all of it. At Christmas we commit ourselves to see in each 
person the light of incarnation, the love of our common creator, the hope of our God. So 
that together we can sing, this Christmas eve -  

                 O holy night! The stars are brightly shining, 
              It is the night of the dear Saviour's birth. 

Long lay the world in sin and error pining. 
Till He appeared and the Spirit felt its worth. 

A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices, 
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn. 

Fall on your knees! Oh, hear the angel voices! 
O night divine, the night when Christ was born; 

O night, O holy night, O night divine! 
O night, O holy night, O night divine! 


