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 FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT 
18th December 2016 

[ Year of St Matthew (A)]   
GAUDETE SUNDAY 

THIS WEEK 
 Today:  Carol Service today at 3.00 p.m. 
 Monday:  Mass at 9.30 a.m. 
 Tuesday  Mass in St Paul’s Academy at 8.25 a.m. 
    Mass at 9.30 a.m.  
 Wednesday    Mass at 9.30 a.m.   
    Eucharistic Adoration has ceased until after Christmas  
 Thursday: Mass at 9.30 a.m.  
 Friday:  Mass at 9.30 a.m. 
 Saturday:     CHRISTMAS EVE 
    No Morning Mass 
    Vigil Mass at 6.00 p.m. 
    ‘Midnight Mass’ at 8.30 p.m. 
 Sunday:  CHRISTMAS DAY 
    Mass at 10.00 a.m. 

 SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
After any Morning Mass 

Saturday from 5.30 p.m., to before Mass 
at any time on request 

 



Of your charity, please pray for: 
Our recently deceased, especially:  Margaret Laughrin, Anne Robson & Nora Thompson 
And for all whose anniversaries occur at this time:  Charles Buick, Frank Joyce, Margaret 
Rice, Nellie Laing, Charles Gray & James & Jane Golden 
For those sick in hospital:     Ronald Mackie, Craig Mitchel,  Nancy Porter, Cathie 
Malone, Marie Kobeen,  Marie Kilhooley, Paul Kirkwood & Orryn Glancy 
And all those who are sick or housebound in our parish and receive the Eucharist each 
Sunday. 

If someone is sick at home, please let Fr Ken or Deacon Charles know. 
 
 

  
COLLECTIONS for 11th December 

£1163 [Gift Aid was £602] 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY 

 
SECOND COLLECTION on CHRISTMAS DAY  

for 
WELLBURN APPEAL 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY 
 The Liturgy the Word for children con nues today at 11 o’clock Mass., and will then resume a er Christmas 

holidays 
 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION    
Will resume a er the Christmas Season in January 2017 

 
                                Light the Advent candle four 

                                  Think of joy for evermore 
Christ child in a stable born 

Gift of love that Chrsitmas morn 
Candle, candle, burning bright, 

Shining in the winter night. 
Candle, candle, burning bright 

     Fill our hearts with Christmas light. 
 

  MARY’S MEALS BACKPACK APPEAL 
 
Once again, on behalf of Mary’s Meals, Trish and myself I would like to say thank you to all the 
members of the congregation who once again supported us with this years Back Pack Appeal. 
We sent off 91 back backs at the beginning of November – another wonderful effort. In 
addition to the 91 back backs we received £150 in donations which will feed another 15 
children in the coming year. Many thanks to you all. Ben Johnston 

An  Advent Service will be held on Tuesday 20th December at 7 pm in St Joseph's Convent, Lawside. Please join 
us. 
The next Voca ons Mass will be on Tuesday 31st January. 
 



 
Our Advent and Christmas Appeal this year is more local, for WELLBURN HOME, and the boxes 
are available at the back of the Church. Please take one and, as with the SCIAF Boxes during 
Lent, return it the end of Advent or at Christmas. These donations help in a small way to provide 
treats and entertainment for the residents of Wellburn, as we look forward to the new 
Community Hub that the Diocese is building in the grounds.  A second collection will be held at all 
Masses on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day for this appeal 
 
 
 

ENROLMENTS FOR SCHOOL YEAR 2017-08 for St Peter and Paul’s 
 
We are having two enrolment dates, Tuesday 17th January 1.30pm - 3.00pm and Wednesday 18th 
January from 10.00am until 12 noon. Please bring Birth and Baptismal Certificates. 
 

 
 

CHRISTMAS MASSES 
Christmas Eve - 6.00 p.m., and 8.30 p.m. 

Christmas Day  -  10.00 a.m. 
 
 

FR BEATUS 
If you wish to send Christmas Greeting to Fr Beatus, his 

address is: 
Fr Beatus Mauki SJ 

East African Province 
Curia Provincialis 
P.O. Box 23199 

00505 Ngong Road 
Nairobi, Kenya 

Please do not enclose any money. [Stamp to Africa is £1.05] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Doesn't Advent seem to have flown!  Suddenly there only one 
unlit candle on the wreath, and we are approaching the final 
countdown to Christmas. This however is not about panicking!! 
Its just a reminder that in these days we need Gods grace even 
more as we prepare for Christmas - to show us the path, 
to clear blocked ways, to help us to love one another as we 
prepare together. .... O come O come Emmanuel, help me to 
follow you now, not just on Christmas day! 



 
 
 
 

 

Before the week is out… 
 

Before the week is out, Christmas 2016 will have come… 
Please don’t let this news, which you knew already, cause you to frown.  It is Christmas after all! 
 
Before the week is out, our wallets may be a little lighter. If we have brought a smile to a child or 
an adult, who still fosters their inner child, then let’s believe the wallet will be replenished in time and the 
experience, even if one of panic, will have been worth it. 
 
Before the week is out, the shortest day will have come and gone and indeed we will, before we 
know it, begin to see a little stretch in the evenings. 
 
Before the week is out, there will have been homecomings, cards from annual senders, calls from 
far away places, renewing contacts, because it’s Christmas. There is that licence at this time of year to do 
these kind of things that are often difficult to do at any other time. 
 
Before the week is out, there will, hopefully, have been ceasefires in places of conflict, official or 
otherwise. Christmas, like no other time, causes even the most estranged to feel its time to hold back 
from hostilities, no matter how deep the divide. 
 
Before the week is out, can we see it as simply, that: 
 

A week in which we are invited to join in what lies deep in the heart of Christmas, deep in the heart of 
all of us. 

 
A reawakening of God’s love in the presence of the infant Christ.  
Emmanuel – God with us. 
 

This Sundays Gospel is moving us from Advent preparation into the Christmas story as Joseph begins to realise that Mary is 
with child.  

We all have an image of perfect families that we seem to believe we must live up to. What does perfect look like? - a 
perfect courtship? a perfect start to a marriage? children at the appropriate moment? ... it turns out that the Holy Family 
didn't start out perfect at all, in the way we perhaps describe perfect. But all was in order in Gods plan.  

St Joseph is mentioned only a little in the scriptures but Pope Francis has brought him more to the centre, of Mass and of 
our preparations. Near his office in Rome he has a little statute of Joseph sleeping - dreaming as he did when he realised 
Mary his fiancée was pregnant. Even as he slept he was open to God, and so God spoke to him, and Joseph listened and took 
care of Mary and her child.  Pope Francis places little notes of petitions under the statue, asking Joseph to pray for us all, 
as he prayed for his family.  

Christian life is not about perfect families - we come as we are, in all our fractured relationships, poorly timed 
circumstances, well intentioned love. We come awake or asleep, we recognise Emmanuel, God who is with us, and we say our 
yes to God in the simple things of daily life.  

As we enter these final days of Advent, we thank God who us with us, even as we prepare. O come O come Emmanuel. Amen 


