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Fifth Sunday of Easter  

[Year B] 
Sunday 3rd May 2015 

 
This week: 
  
 Monday:  Mass at 9.30 a.m.  
 Tuesday:  Mass in St Paul’s Academy at 8.25 a.m. 
    Liturgy of the Word & Holy Communion at 9.30 a.m. 
    Charismatic Prayer Group at 7.30 p.m. 
  Wednesday: Mass at 9.30 a.m.  
    Eucharistic Adoration from after Mass 
 Thursday: Mass at 9.30 a.m.    
 Friday:  Mass at 9.30 a.m.  
 Saturday: Mass at 9.30 a.m.   
    Vigil Mass for Sunday at 6.00 p.m. 
 Sunday:  Mass at 9.30 and 11.00 

  THE SACRMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
      Saturday after morning Mass     
      Saturday at 5.30 
      On Request at any other time 
   
 



PLEASE PRAY FOR:   
For our recently deceased:    Margaret Braid, Marjory Brannan, Irene Rodgers & Vic Fox 
And for all whose anniversaries occur at this time:  Canon Michael Milton, Jim McKinlay, 
Ellen Moncur, Mary Byrne, Patricia Fitzsimon, John M Duncan, Patrick & Josephine 
Walker, Tommy Golden, Robert Macbeth Jnr, & Thea Atkinson. 
For those sick in hospital:  Mgr Michael Regan [Edinburgh], Betty McGarry, Paul Kirkwood, 
Baby Orryn Glancy, Baby Christopher Kane, Joyce Adamson, Celia Calder Catherine 
Ramsey  & Ownie Greene And all those who are sick or housebound in our parish and receive the Eucharist 
each Sunday: 
 

If one of your family is in hospital, you should let Canon Aldo know. 
If someone is sick at home, please let Fr Ken or Deacon Charles know. 

COLLECTIONS 
Forth Sunday of Easter 

26th April 
£1260 

(£690 was Gift Aid) 
 

  Our SCIAF Lenten Boxes have been counted. The 
 amazing total was £3005. 
 
This from 155 boxes returned.  Many thanks for your outstanding 
generosity. Thnaks also to Ben Johnstone & Trish Gray for 
spending all last Monday evening counting this collection 

 
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION    

Each Wednesday from after Mass until 3.00 p.m. 
Can you watch one hour with Me? 

 
CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD continues each  Sunday at 11 0’clock Mass. 
 

  

We have recently launched a Facebook page for the parish, which can be found by 
searching “SS Peter and Paul’s, Dundee” or by visiting www.facebook.com/
stpeterandstpauluk. 
If you use Facebook, please ‘like’ the page to keep up to date with the latest news 
in the Parish. 



 
 
 

LEGION OF MARY 
Please pray for Word Peace. You are invited to take part in a PILGRIMAGE FOR PEACE on Wednesday 13th May 
in St Andrew’s Cathedral, with Fatima Rosary at 7.00 p.m., followed by Hoy Mass. 
The annual LEGION OF MARY PILGRIMAGE TO CARFIN will be on Sunday 24th May, with buses leaving Ward 
Road [opposite Post office] at 12 noon for Mass at 3.00 p.m., and Rosary and benediction at 4.45. To book a 
place or for further information, please call Margaret Carswell on 224098 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNIONS 
As we once again approach the happy event of our Children’s First Communion in the parish on Sunday 7th June 
at 1.00 p.m., we would ask if there are any volunteers who would be able to offer some support to provide a 
small Communion Breakfast in the Church Hall after the event. This would mainly involve the setting of the hall 
before Mass and providing a small buffet for the children and tea/coffee for the families. Anyone who is able 
to help either on the day or offer a tasty treat for our  children please contact Fr Ken or the School Office. 
 
 

THOUGHT FOR SUNDAY 
While listening to a phone-in gardening programme on the radio a couple of weeks ago, a caller asked for advice 
on pruning fruit trees. Explaining how to go about it, the expert remarked that it is surprising the amount of dead wood 
one can shake out of a very good tree after a hard winter and the necessity of pruning and cutting back branches in order to 
produce fruit. 
 
Our Gospel is telling us today that it is amazing the amount of dead wood that can be found in a good life. In many ways our 
lives are no different from a garden. If we are to get the best out of them, they will need caring and cultivation. Here we 
should take the advice of Jesus, the master gardener, and rid ourselves of weeds and briars, which, if let go unchecked, will 
choke and destroy Christian growth! This means, cutting away what is useless and nourishing what is good. The pruning, 
Christ is talking about is a cleansing of the whole person, body, mind and spirit. 
 
As a Christian, it is not easy to stay in good spiritual shape. Even the best of lives can benefit from a little pruning. The 
good fruit we are expected to bear is love of neighbour in word and deed. This is the test of our sincerity because it 
has the stamp of the love of Christ imprinted in it. How wrong it is to close our hearts and turn our backs on people by 
gossiping about them, spreading scandal, running them into the ground and taking away their good name. There is nobody 
without faults and failures and even the best of people can be torn apart on their weaker side. 
 
The decision to live love has its price and we should not minimise the difficulties involved. Barriers of hatred and 
prejudice cannot be broken down to make way for kindness and tolerance unless we are prepared to cure our speech by 
pruning our tongues. If Jesus is to have an effect on the world, it is through his followers living in such a way that people 
will see the hand of God at work in the most ordinary situations in our lives. Christ is dependent on us being his hands and his 
voice carrying the light of his redemption to others while allowing Christ’s love to seep into our own life blood. 

 
It is also important to realise none of us are self-sufficient – we all need each other and together we all need God. Our 
Gospel Reading points this out when Jesus uses the Vine and the Branches to describe our interconnectedness and 
interdependence. In the First Reading, Paul is helped by Barnabas – both readings very clear that we need each other. 
 
As a matter of fact we cannot survive without each other. Is there anyone here without a belly-button?. Your navel 
reminds you that you are not a self-made person. Your very life, even before you were born was the gift of your mother for 
nine months. You were once physically attached to your mother, utterly dependent on her for your blood supply, protection 
and nurture. Are we self-sufficient after birth when the umbilical cord is cut? Not really – we are born without teeth, 
without the ability to walk, and talk. We were carried by others for a long, long time in life and often at its very end too 
 
Jesus makes this point in the Gospel today. How can the branches of the vine survive without the roots connecting them 
to the soil? How can the roots survive without the leaves soaking up the sun? How can the plant survive without the fruit 
producing seeds for the future of the species? How can the fruit survive without the branches holding them to the plant.  
Can you see how this imagery shows us a very blunt point? 
 
In the same way, the Christian community is interdependent on each other. St. Paul used the image of the body with its 
various organs to illustrate the same truth. Jesus is the presence of life throughout the entire plant. He is the Vine itself 
of which we are the various parts. We get our existence from Christ the Vine, and we sustain our lives through our 
connections with each other. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
29th  April 2015 
 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ 
 
EMERGENCY APPEAL BY SCIAF ON BEHALF OF NEPAL 
 
As on other occasions when we see pictures of those suffering the consequences of devastating 
earthquakes we have been moved in recent days by the plight of the earthquake victims in Nepal and 
probably feel that we would like to do something to help. Our own Aid Agency, SCIAF, has been 
quick to respond and has sent £50,000 immediately to its sister agency Caritas Nepal and opened an 
on-line emergency appeal. There has been an excellent response to this appeal and hopefully this will 
continue. 
 
I write to you —the faithful, the parishes, the schools, the organizations, indeed the whole Catholic 
community in Scotland — inviting you to support the SCIAF Appeal for Nepal. You may wish to make 
your own contribution through the website, or take up a collection or organise a fund-raising event. 
All your contributions will be much appreciated and will assist the victims through the Catholic 
Church's presence in Nepal. 
 
On the SCIAF website you can also find Prayers of Intercession for those suffering in Nepal. You 
are encouraged to make use of them at Mass and in other prayer services. Our prayer is an 
important expression of our solidarity with those suffering and our plea to God for their relief. 
 
This appeal comes close on the heels of the great support given to SCIAF during Lent, both through 
the Collection and the Wee Boxes. I thank you for your generosity and hope you manage to send in 
these Lenten contributions before 18th May so that the government's contribution is realised. I ask 
you to keep contributions to the Emergency Appeal for Nepal separate from the Lenten offerings as 
they are clearly for different purposes. The timing of disasters and the subsequent appeals for help 
are outwith human control so we respond as best we can when something happens even if it follows a 
time of generous giving as is the case this time. I hope therefore that you will support the 
Emergency Appeal with your usual generosity. 
 
With my thankful prayers and very best wishes, 
 
 + Joseph Toal 
 
Bishop President of SCIAF. 

Rt Rev. Joseph Toal  
Bishop of Motherwell 

 
BISHOP PRESIDENT OF SCIAF 

If you wish to make an offering please 
place it in the basket at the back of the 
Church on the top of the Baptismal Font 
or in the SCIAF Collection Box at the 
back left of the Church 


