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Fourth Sunday of Easter  

[Year B] 
Sunday 26th April 2015 

 
This week: 
  
 Monday:  Mass at 9.30 a.m.  
 Tuesday:  Mass in St Paul’s Academy at 8.25 a.m. 
    Mass at 9.30 a.m. 
    Charismatic Prayer Group at 7.30 p.m. 
  Wednesday: Mass at 9.30 a.m. [St Catherine of Sienna] 
 Thursday: Liturgy of the Word & Holy Communion at 9.30 a.m.    
 Friday:  Liturgy of the Word & Holy Communion at 9.30 a.m.  
 Saturday: Mass at 9.30 a.m.   
    Vigil Mass for Sunday at 6.00 p.m. 
 Sunday:  Mass at 9.30 and 11.00 

  THE SACRMENTS OF RECONCILIATION 
Saturday after morning Mass 

Saturday at 5.30 
On Request at any other time 

   
I shall be at the Catholic Head teacher’s Annual Conference on Thursday 
And Friday with Bishop Stephen in Crieff 



PLEASE PRAY FOR:   
For our recently deceased:    Osmond Sullivan 7 Edith Wynn 
And for all whose anniversaries occur at this time:  Canon Michael Milton, Madge McKinlay & 
Molly Doherty 
For those sick in hospital:  Betty McGarry, Paul Kirkwood, Baby Orryn Glancy, Baby 
Chistopher Kane  & Ownie Greene And all those who are sick or housebound in our parish and receive the 
Eucharist each Sunday: 
 

If one of your family is in hospital, you should let Canon Aldo know. 
If someone is sick at home, please let Fr Ken or Deacon Charles know. 

Please let us know if you are going into hospital and we will let Mgr Aldo know 
 

COLLECTIONS 
Third Sunday of Easter 

19th April 
£1178 

(£644 was Gift Aid) 
Sincere thanks for your generosity 

 
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION    

Each Wednesday from after Mass until 3.00 p.m. 
Can you watch one hour with Me? 

 
CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD continues each  Sunday at 11 
0’clock Mass. 

 
GGOD SHEPHERD SUNDAY  -  WORLD DAY OF PRAYER FOR 

VOCATIONS 
To mark World Day of Prayer for Vocations today, Sunday, there will be 
a HOLY HOUR for Vocations in St Joseph’s Convent, Lawside at 3.00 p.m. 
Please come and pray for vocations to the Priesthood, Diaconate and 
Religious Life 
 

  

We have recently launched a Facebook page for the parish, which can be found by 
searching “SS Peter and Paul’s, Dundee” or by visiting www.facebook.com/
stpeterandstpauluk. 
 
 



 
 
 

 
THE LORD IS MY SHEPHERD 

 
One of the most popular and beautiful images of Pastoral care is that of the Shepherd who leads his 
flock and protects them from all harm. In Jesus’ time many flocks consisted of thousands of sheep 
and this required highly skilled men to look after them and know how to cure their ailments. The 
flocks spent most of the year out in the open and the winter was spent under cover. Hyenas, wolves 
and jackals roamed the hills as well as robbers. Shepherding was a hazardous occupation and the 
outdoors living was rough. Sometimes they would build sheepfolds with dry –stone walls to make the 
watching and counting easier. However, during the long dry season they had to move their flocks in 
search of new pastures and watering places – and because they trespassed so often on private land, 
they were very unpopular with landowners. In common with tax-collectors, they were forbidden to 
hold public office or give evidence in court. 
 
However, the figure of the Good Shepherd, anxiously tending his sheep to the point where he is 
willing to surrender his life for them is a constant image portrayed by Jesus. In his life and death he 
sought out the lost, the least and the last. He even searches for the lost sheep until he finds it and 
then with great love and care, takes it upon his shoulders and returns to share his joy with his 
neighbours.  
 
Our Gospel today –Good Shepherd Sunday presents us with the Lord who wants to give us Life. He 
tells us, “I have come that you may have life and have it to the full.”  Do you experience that fullness 
of Life in Christ? If not what is preventing you from this gift lavished upon you? I want to spent a 
little reflective time with our Responsorial Psalm – Psalm 23 – “The Lord is my Shepherd” It is 
probably the best known of all the Psalms and we are all aware of the words and it’s a wonderful 
affirmation of our Faith in God’s ability to protect us. It is also a Psalm about the past, present and 
future. Let’s examine some of the lines..... 
 
“The Lord IS my Shepherd” (right now – not was, not will be…but NOW and because he is looking out 
for me right NOW, “I shall not want”- I have everything I need! 
 
“He gives me repose” – I get my proper rest because someone who knows what I need is watching out 
for me. “In green pastures” – In surroundings that lend themselves to comfort and allow me to relax, 
be nourished and be myself. “He leads me” – I don’t have to find my own way because I have a 
trustworthy guide. “Beside restful waters“– because sheep can’t drink from a fast moving stream. “He 
revives my drooping spirit/soul;” – when I am down he lifts me up. “He guides me along the right path 
for his name’s sake” – therefore I am not going to be left to fend for myself, not because I am so 
special, but rather because this is my shepherd’s generous, caring nature. I am protected simply 
because the Shepherd is the Shepherd who loves me and takes complete care of me in the here and 
now. 
 
My Shepherd has also taken care of me in the past: “Even though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death” – and those valleys do come in all our lives….”I shall fear no evil, for you are with 
me” Yes, the valleys have been there and I have had to make my way through them, but I was never 
alone. The Shepherd was my companion and I was able to be confident in the face of adversity. Why?  
“Because your crook and your staff, they comfort me”, -  rescuing me when I fall of the path and 
defending me against those who would harm me. Yes, it IS a comfort to know that your protector has 
the tools at his disposal to do the protecting. 



My Shepherd has done such a good job that I have been able to live with confidence in full view of those who 
would bring me down. It is as though “You have prepared a banquet for me in the sight of my foes” and they 
are powerless to do anything about it and all they can do is watch!  Your care has been lavished upon me 
because “You anoint my head with oil and my cup is overflowing” All that I could ever ask and more, my 
Shepherd provides. 
 
That is why I can look to the future with such assurance. “Surely, goodness and kindness will follow me all the 
days of my life” After all, they have been with me all along and I cannot imagine them being gone. “And I will 
dwell in the House of the Lord forever”. My destiny is sure – my present, my past and my future, secure and 
all because “The Lord is my Shepherd” 
 
I’m sure you realize by now that this is a Psalm for times when you and I are feeling lost, helpless and alone. 
Perhaps it was a time of sickness or hospitalization or a time when you parted from a loved one and felt pain 
so deep it seemed your life was being wrenched assunder. It may have been a dark night of doubt or spell of 
uncontrolled anxiety or fear. Saint or sinner, we have all been there. 
 
In all such experiences it is common to feel utterly alone, cast off and to think that certainly the world 
cannot possibly know what we are going through. The message of the Psalm is that the Shepherd IS near at 
hand and this might show itself in the person of a friend, family member, someone who cares or even in an 
event, an experience – yes even in a sermon – maybe even in this one! 
 
The vision of a helping caring Shepherd is found not only in the Old Testament but in the New Testament 
where Jesus is the great Shepherd of the Sheep – who sets out to find the one that is lost, who knows his 
sheep and even lays down his life for them. Of course, he want us also to be Shepherds for others. For all our 
shortcomings, we too can be the touch of human love and healing for those who are helpless. Christ is 
dependent on us to be shepherds in a caring, loving service of others. There is no other way for the Church 
to be a beacon of hope, a light in the darkness and a sign of salvation for those in need of help. If you have 
received from the Good Shepherd, then be sharing shepherds for others. 
 
There is a beautiful story told about a famous actor who was a guest at a party where he received various 
requests to recite favourite excerpts from various literary works. An old Priest who was present asked the 
actor to recite the 23rd Psalm “The Lord is my Shepherd”.  The actor agreed, on condition that the Priest 
would also recite it. The actor’s recitation was beautifully intoned and with great dramatic gestures for 
which he received lengthy applause. The Priest’s voice was weak and his diction, anything but polished but 
when he was finished, there wasn’t a dry eye in the room. When someone asked the actor, what made the 
difference, he replied, - “I know the Psalm, but he knows the Shepherd”. 
 
Today’s message is – Know the Shepherd, Know that he is nearby. Know that he loves you. Know that he will 
come when you call on him in prayer, when you are frightened, anxious or in pain. Then, you too will be able to 
affirm and speak from your heart with the Psalmist, “The Lord is MY Shepherd……….Surely goodness and 
kindness will follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord, forever”. Amen  


