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FEAST OF THE BAPTISM OF JESUS 

[Year B] 
Sunday 11th January 2015 

 
Today is the end of the Christmas Season 

This week: 
     Sunday:  Masses at 9.30 and 11.00 
 Monday:  Mass at 9.30 a.m.  
 Tuesday:  Mass at 9.30 a.m. [St Kentigern] 
    Charismatic prayer Group at 7.30 p.m. 
  Wednesday: Mass at 9.30 a.m. [Anniversary Mass for Sr. Mary Rose] 
    Eucharistic Adoration from after Mass until 3.00 p.m. 
 Thursday: Mass at 9.30 a.m.  
 Friday:  Mass at 9.30 a.m. 
 Saturday: Liturgy of the Word & Holy Communion at 9.30 a.m. 
 

NEXT SUNDAY  -  SECOND  SUNDAY OF THE YEAR 
 

Reconciliation:  
Before and after morning Mass each weekday 

SATURDAY FROM 5.30—5.50 P.M. 
 
     



PLEASE PRAY FOR:   
For our recently deceased:   Kathleen Gordon, Frank McGovern, John Gibson, Rod Christie & 
Deacon Rev John Ferguson 
And for all whose anniversaries occur at this time:  Sr. Mary Rose [Mass on Wednesday at 
9.30], Margaret Ferrie, Margaret Rice, Betty & Jim Gilchrist, Alexander & Catherine 
Lowden, Joseph Devlin, Lydia Connor, Jane Carr, Lily Golden, Jim Galligan, Yvonne 
Crozier, Ellen Boyle & Mary Walker 
For those sick in hospital:   Baby Orryn Glancy, Elizabeth Hendry, & Pauline Murphy 
And all those who are sick or housebound in our parish and receive the Eucharist each Sunday: 

If one of your family is in hospital, you should let Canon Aldo know. 
If someone is sick at home, please let Fr Ken or Deacon Charles know. 

Please let us know if you are going into hospital and we will let Canon Aldo know 
 

COLLECTIONS 
Sunday 4th January 

£1503 
(£696 was Gift Aid) 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION  will resume this Wednesday, 14th January 

in the Small Chapel [enter by side door] from 10.00 to 3.00 
Please try to make a visit to the Blessed Sacrament during the day 

 
CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD will resume today at 11 o’clock Mass. 
This is for all children who have not yet received their First Holy Communion 

 
WELLBURN THRIFT SHOP 

The Wellburn Thrift Shop will have a CLEARANCE SALE 
ON THURSDAY 17TH January from 11.00  to 4.00 

 
WELCOME 

 We extend a warm welcome to MARK EVANS, a student for the Diocese who will be with 
us on placement until the end of  January. Mark is from Brechin and is studying at Oscott 
College, Birmingham for the priesthood in our Diocese. He is in his third year and will be 
visiting our schools, some of the housebound, and assisting at Mass. 

 
 

THANKS 
 

May I  take this opportunity, at the star of the year, to thank all who helped in any way with our preparations for 
and celebration of the Christmas Season.  Thanks also for the many gifts received. They are much appreciated 
and you are  a very generous parish. 

 



 
 
 

 
THE BAPTISM OF JESUS 

 

The world we live in is dominated by logos. Designer clothes and expensive sportswear with their 
exclusive trademarks make a statement about who we are. Television saturates us with the 
importance of upgrading our image and sharpening our identity. The image we project is important and 
is defined by the place we live, the car we drive, the clothes we wear, the sport we follow and the 
music we listen to. Today’s feast lays to rest all this sham by reminding us loud and clear that we 
receive our identity as children of God through our baptism.  
 
For the Israelites of old, ceremonial washings in rivers were commonplace and expressed a desire to 
turn their backs on a murky past — the clean slate syndrome — and make a fresh beginning in their 
dealings with God. Baptism was John’s way of bracing the resolve of those who heard him preach and 
were anxious to reform their lives. The ceremonial washing in the Jordan marked out their return to 
the Lord as a day to remember. Nevertheless John was at pains to point out that his baptism of 
repentance was only a pale prelude to what someone greater than himself would institute. ‘I have 
baptised you with water but he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit.’  
 
The first glimpse we have of Jesus in Mark’s gospel is as one of the crowd at the river Jordan. His 
previous thirty years had been a preparation for that moment. Until that time, while living a private 
and obscure life as a carpenter in Nazareth, he had been deepening his relationship with God. Baptism 
was a significant turning point in the life of Jesus. It marked a change of direction — the end of his 
time of waiting and the start of his public ministry of service to God’s people. Sinless as he was, 
there was obviously no need for him to beg his father for forgiveness — to stand in a queue with all 
sorts of people and wade into the waters of the Jordan to be baptised by John. However, this 
gesture emphasised his desire to associate with a sinful people and to exercise his ministry in the 
midst of human brokenness and failure. As the heavens opened and the Spirit descended on him, he 
came to experience his true identity as God’s beloved servant.  
 
He realised what his ministry was all about and became aware of the responsibilities that lay ahead. 
At his crucifixion on the Hill of Calvary he would take upon himself the full consequences of that 
decision. The baptism of the Lord marks God’s new way of relating to humanity, through his Son. One 
can hardly discuss baptism without reflecting upon the sacrament of our own Christian initiation and 
what it means to us. We came into the world as children of Adam, with the stain of sin on our souls. 
Few of us can remember the moment when, as infants in our parents’ arms, we were brought to the 
font to be immersed in water, cleansed and purified. However baptism is not a magic charm because, 
what started out as a Christian proclamation as sons and daughters of God made on our behalf by our 
parents, needs to be validated in our adult lives by our personal decision. The reality is that we can 
take our spiritual rebirth for granted and lead lives with no reference to the gospel and to the fact 
that as God’s adopted family we are loved and cared for by our heavenly Father. Baptism not only 
brings us into a unique relationship with God but also binds us together as a community of faith. It 
means we are to go about doing good, helping our neighbour, being caring, compassionate and showing 
forgiveness. Through our baptism we are invited to continue the mission of Jesus. Our calling is to be 
Christ-like, to journey with Jesus from Galilee to Jerusalem, to assume his values, his attitudes and 
to adopt his manner of dealing with people.  
 
This is a day to give thanks to God for the people who have shared their faith with us and have 
brought us up with the knowledge that we are precious in the eyes of God. At the same time we have 
to ask ourselves, is it obvious from the kind of lives we lead and the type of people we are, that we 
are baptised members of Christ’s church and that God’s favour rests on us?  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fr Beatus writes: 
Dear Parishioners, 
 
I would like to sincerely thank you all for the good time we have had together over the last two years. I 
shall sorely miss you all, especially your friendship and unwavering support. 
 
Thanks also for the wonderful Christmas and goodbye gifts. It is with a tear in my eye that I leave you to go 
to Africa. I have fond memories of our time together and I wish you all good health and happiness. 
 
I came to St Peter and Paul as a ‘baby’ priest; I leave the place more mature and a wiser person. 
 
I particularly thanks, Fr Ken, Deacon Charles and Bishop Stephen for the mentoring and support they have 
given me during my time here. 
 
May the God of Abraham. Isaac and Jacob remain with you. 
 
With my best wishes 
Fr Beatus Mauki SJ    beatusmauki@yahoo.fr 
 

SCHOOL ENROLMENTS FOR 2015/16 
 

Our enrolments for Primary 1 for session 2015 will take place on Wednesday 14th January from 
10.00  -  11.30 and on Thursday 15th January from 1.30  -  3.30.  Please bring Birth and Baptismal 
Certificates as well as a utility bill to show your place of residence is within the school catchment 
area. The school phone number is 01382 436448 for further information 
 
Details of the dates for Confirmation and First Communion will be finalised with Mrs Gallacher next 
week. 
The Rite of Enrolment for these Sacraments will be on the First Sunday in Lent, Sunday 22nd 
February, at 11’oclock Mass. 
 


