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FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT [Year B] 

Sunday 21st December 2014 
 

 
This week: 
     Sunday:  Masses at 9.30 and 11.00 
 Monday:  School Mass for Christmas at 9.30 a.m. 
 Tuesday:       Mass at 9.30 a.m.  
  Wednesday: No Morning Mass 
    Vigil Mass for Christmas at 6.00 p.m. 
    First Mass of Christmas at 8.30 p.m. 
 Thursday:      CHRISTMAS DAY—THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD 
    Mass at 10.00 a.m.  
 Friday:  Liturgy of the Word and Holy Communion at 9.30 a.m. [St Stephen] 
 Saturday: Mass at 9.30 a.m. [St John the Evangelist] 
 

NEXT SUNDAY  -  SOLEMNITY OF THE HOLY FAMILY 
Reconciliation:   

Before and after morning Mass each weekday THIS WEEK 
 
     



PLEASE PRAY FOR:   
For our recently deceased:  Cathy Boyd, Tony Carlin, Richard graham, Anna Mennie & 
Charles Cavin. 
And for all whose anniversaries occur at this time:  Anna Slane, Nina Hopkins, Jean Rollo, 
Rena Dowd, Gerard Burke, Francyne Walker, Jane and James Golden 
For those sick in hospital:   Baby Orryn Glancy,  Rosanna Cabrelli, Elizabeth Hendry & 
Pauline Murphy 
And all those who are sick or housebound in our parish and receive the Eucharist each Sunday: 

If one of your family is in hospital, you should let Canon Aldo know. 
If someone is sick at home, please let Fr Ken or Deacon Charles know. 

COLLECTIONS 
Sunday 14th December 

£1309 
(£646 was Gift Aid) 

 
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION  will resume in January. No Adoration this Wednesday due to Infant 
Nativity Play 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD 
CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD is on Sundays at 11 o’clock Mass 

 
PARISH CAROL SERVICE 

Today at 3.00 p.m. 
 Followed by mince pies in the Parish Centre 

 
 

CHRISTMAS MASSES 
 On Christmas Eve at 6.00 p.m., and 8.30 p.m. 

 On Christmas Day at 10.00 a.m. 
 

Last year, the Mass at 6.00 p.m. Was very busy and we had to close the 
doors at 5.45 p.m., for safety reasons. Please be early if you wish a seat. 
We will reserve some rows at the back for our senior parishioners only. 
 
A word of thanks to all those who cleaned the Church this week [Austin and Brigid, 
Cathie, John & Mary] and to John Walker Jed Bannon who helped with the crib scene. 



 
 
 

 
THE POPE FRANCIS FAITH AWARD 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Pope Francis Faith Award is designed to help children in Primary 6 and 7 to realise the 
meaning and potential of the Gifts of the Holy Spirit which are offered for them for use in 
daily living. By providing structured opportunities for prayer, reflection and faith actions, 
this award scheme will encourage young people to apply these gifts and see how they can 
bear fruit in their homes, schools, parishes and communities. It will help them to understand 
how their simple everyday acts of loving service—inspired by FAITH—can transform the 
world in significant ways. In particular it is intended to encourage our young people to be 
active in the life of the school, parish and community. 
 

PASTORAL LETTER TO THE PRIESTS, DEACONS, RELIGIOUS AND 
FAITHFUL PEOPLE OF THE DIOCESE OF DUNKELD FROM BISHOP STEPHEN FOR CHRISTMAS 2014 

 
 

My dear priests, deacons, religious and people of the Diocese 
 
This Year I write to you after having almost completed my first Year as your Bishop in the Diocese of Dunkeld. I wish you, first of all, a 
very happy and Holy Christmas! What do I mean by a Holy Christmas? 
 
The Season of Advent has been for us each year a Season of waiting, attention; A Season of anticipation, a Season of longing and a Season 
of desire. Waiting, anticipation, longing and desire for the Lord to come to us! During Advent we have remembered the promise that the 
Lord will come at the end of time, his Second Coming, to consummate his Kingdom. We are about to celebrate the First Coming of the Christ
-Child at Christmas. But we also remember the Third Coming to us of the Lord in His Word, in the Sacraments - especially the Mass - and in 
our prayer and our loving encounters with one another. Our Lord, remember, promised to be with us until the end of time. 
 
But in this Festive Season we also wish each other a Holy Christmas because Christ wants to be born, not only in the Manger, but also in our 
hearts, this Christmas. And our hearts need to be ready for him to be born there. Our hearts need to become manger-like to receive the 
infant Christ. Hence Advent is the season of preparation and waiting! So the best service we could render the Lord at this time would be to 
prepare well in these last days of Advent. Then, when the Solemnity of Christmas dawns our hearts won't have been crowded out with our 
usual anxieties about gifts, and food preparations, and hospitality and parties. Rather the Manger, which is our heart properly prepared, will 
be ready. We will have the time and space to welcome the Christ Child to be born again in our hearts. 
 
May you all have a truly wonderful time this Christmas! Literally, may you have a time of wonder and awe; a time of longing and openness to 
welcome Jesus into your hearts. 
 
And when the New Year comes? Likewise, prepare to confront the New Year with courage and boldness and confidence! Let us boldly and 
yet gently wear our Catholic Faith proudly and show by our actions that we really are apostles of the Infant Lord anointed to bring his 
presence, justice and peace to our world. A world which needs him so much. 
 
A very happy and holy Christmas and a Blessed New Year! 
 
With love to you all, especially the sick, housebound, hospitalised and the children. 
+ Stephen 
Bishop of Dunkeld 



 
 

 
THE JOURNEY IS NEARLY OVER 

 
Today is the fourth Sunday of Advent and it's about waiting no more. 
 
The time of waiting is drawing to a close. And the question remains — who are you looking for? And 
are you hearing the invitation? 
 
The same scenario pertains now as did so many years ago. If you were a postman, exactly how many 
'Marys' engaged to a 'Joseph' could there be in a small town? 
 
So, just before your brain switches off at the over-familiar words, 'The Angel Gabriel was sent by 
God to a town in Galilee,' think again. This is real. As real as it became for Mary giving birth, a 
teenage girl in a stable — probably the most dangerous experience for women of her time. 
 
We can think of the many solid reasons that Mary could give for saying 'No' to the angel. You know 
them: not the right time, it's inconvenient, not the right place, too busy, too young, not the right 
husband/wife/family, get someone else to do it. 
 
It seems that when you want to say `No', any excuse will do. And yet she says, 'Yes, here I am, let 
it be.' Her happiness was found in believing, not in external circumstances, but in a genuine invitation 
from God. 
 
It is chastening to remember that, apart from shepherds and itinerant kings, everyone missed out 
that first Christmas — not because of evil acts or malice. No, they missed it because they were not 
looking for him. 
 
Little has changed in the last 2000 years, has it? Who are you looking for? Have you heard your own 
invitation this last Sunday of Advent? 
 
  
 Light the Advent candle four, 
 Think of joy for evermore 
 Christ child in a stable born 
 Gift of love on Christmas morn 
 Candle, candle, burning bright 
 Shining in the winter night 
 Candle, candle, burning bright 
 Fill our hearts with Christmas light. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


