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This week: 
 Sunday:  Masses at 9.30 and 11.00 
 Monday:  Funeral Mass at 9.00 a.m. [Jean Rollo] 
 Tuesday:  Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 
    Mass at 11.00 a.m. 
 Wednesday: Mass at 9.30 a.m. at 9.30 a.m. 
 Thursday: Mass at 9.30 a.m.  
 Friday:      Mass at 9.30 a.m.  
 Saturday: Mass at 9.30 a.m. 
    Vigil Mass at 6.00 p.m. 
 
 
     Next Sunday is the SOLEMNITY OF THE EPIPHANY 
 

                       Feast of the Holy Family [Year C] 
                      Sunday  30th December 2012Sunday  30th December 2012                  

Parish Priest: Mgr Ken McCaffrey VG 
Fr Beatus Mauri SJ [in residence] 

      ken.mccaffrey@stpeterandstpaul.co.uk 
Deacon:  Rev Charles Hendry [818183] 
Hall:   John Mackie [858942] 
                             Fay Martin [07932 432577] 
Ninewells Hospital Chaplain: Canon Aldo Angelosanto
 611282 [Lochee] or Hospital [660111] 
Schools: 
 St Peter and St Paul’s School [436448] 
 St John’s High School [307060] 
Webmaster:  Andrew J Kelly 

webmaster@stpeterandstpaul.co.uk 
Web Site:    www.stpeterandstpaul.co.uk 



 
 

COLLECTIONS 
Sunday 23rd December 

£ 1224.50 
£545.10 was Gift Aid) 

 
Many Thanks 

 
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR: Jean Rollo [Funeral 
on Monday at 9.00 a.m.], Rita 
Dagen, F Dixon & Nan urquhart  
recently deceased. 
And for all whose anniversaries occur at 
this time: John McCaffrey, Gerard 
Burke, Mary Benedetti, James 
Burke, Bella Fullerton & William 
Stewart 
And those sick at home or in hospital;    
Andrea Young, Joan Stevenson & Brida 
Tennant 
And all those who are sick or housebound in 
our parish and receive the Eucharist each 
Sunday: 
 

If one of your family is in hospital, 
you should let Canon Aldo know. 
If someone is sick at home, please 
let Fr Ken or Deacon Charles know 
so that Sunday Communion can be 
arranged. 

 
Teas and Coffee are available in the Hall after 11 o’clock Mass each Sunday. All welcome. 
Profits to SCIAF. 

LOOP SYSTEM FOR HARD OF HEARING 
 

The Loop System has been repaired and the sound system fully services. Please 
let us know if you experience difficulties with the Loop System 

   
Minister of the Eucharist Lists for the new year are available at the back of the Minister of the Eucharist Lists for the new year are available at the back of the Minister of the Eucharist Lists for the new year are available at the back of the 
Church.Church.Church.   
   
   

Thanks for your generosity this past few       
weeks:  

£250 for the Little Sisters from the Infant Nativity 
Play 

£350 for Anna’s Fund from the Carol Service 
£1000 for St John’s High India Village Project 

and 
£1073 for local charities at Christmas 



 
 
THANKS to all who cleaned and prepared the 
Church for Christmas, too those who read and 
provide the music for our Masses, to the Teachers 
and pupils for  their continued support to the 
parish and Community. 
 

 
THANKS  for your generosity at Christmas to myself and Fr Beatus, for 
your kind gifts and good wishes. 
 
Sincere thanks also for the CHRISTMAS COLLECTION which was £1930, 
of which £456 was Gift Aid. 
 
Your generous response to the Second Collection for Local charities, 
especially the Little Sisters of the Poor was £1073.   £500 will given to 
the Little Sisters of the Poor. 
 

DIARY DATES FOR 2013 
 

Wednesday 13th February  -  ASH WEDNESDAY 
Sunday 17th February  -  Rite of Enrolment for P 4 Sacraments [11.00] 

Tuesday 26th march  -  First Confessions at 2.00 p.m. 
Wednesday 15th May  -  CONFIRMATIONS at 7.00 P.M. 

Sunday 26th May  -  First Communions at 1.00 p.m. 
 
 



We are still very much in the atmosphere of the Christmas festivities where home and hearth are so much 
part of the Yuletide package. Even those who belong to no church celebrate Christmas as a family festival. 
Home is at its brightest at this time of year. It is the only place where none of us need to pretend, wear a 
mask or be embarrassed about our failures or shortcomings. ‘It is the one place where, when you have to 
go there, they have to take you in.’ (Robert Frost) When we have problems that need sorted out there is 
no better place to go to for reflection, recuperation and rest than that little portion of the world where 
there is always comfort, security and a welcome.  
 
What makes each home special is the family sheltering under its roof. The experience of being part of a 
family, no matter what the size, shape or duration, is one that is shared by every individual. Family is 
where the young grow to maturity as Jesus did in Nazareth. The family is where we learn the basics of 
life, where we are loved and taught to love and care for those around us. The image of family can evoke 
some of the deepest moments of bonding. We get our emotional security from being loved unconditionally 
and from a sense of belonging that meets our deepest needs for intimacy and companionship. Real love 
includes pain as well as forgiving, embracing, positively challenging and starting all over again. 
Unfortunately, it is also true that within the family there can be some of the greatest moments of 
suffering, pain and rejection that are capable of expression in human experience. There are those who feel 
wounded or let down when family is mentioned. Nevertheless, research has shown that when children are 
damaged by growing up in unhappy families, they don’t wish that families didn’t exist, only that theirs 
might have been different.  
 
The Holy Family led a normal life and treated Jesus as any parents would treat a child in those times. Not 
everything ran smoothly, and throughout their lives they lived in the deep shadow of the cross. At a very 
early stage Mary and Joseph were migrants with a young baby, refugees seeking shelter in a foreign land, 
away from King Herod, with only the clothes they stood in. They were lost and lonely, terrorised and 
afraid. Their home life in Nazareth, which was a small, out of the way, village buried in the hill country of 
Galilee, is something we know little about except that it must have involved hard, but creative, work. 
Joseph would have passed on to Jesus his own skills in carpentry and Mary the importance of faithful 
religious practice. By our standards, the days in Nazareth must have been horribly humdrum, with none of 
the hi-tech devices with which we surround ourselves in order to relieve boredom. It was in this 
atmosphere that he grew to maturity and waited for the time to come to start out on his public mission.  
 
There are ferocious pressures on family life and good parenting is about selecting what is important to 
spend time doing. We can be certain that, as foster parents, Mary and Joseph protected their Son from 
every type of danger in the course of his growing up. Nowadays, it is wonderful to see how concerned 
parents are to shield their children from situations and people who will cause them physical harm. 
However, the same vigilance is not always displayed when it comes to protecting children from emotional 
and spiritual harm, which can be more devastating. This means parents being aware of the books their 
children are reading, the programmes they are watching on television, what they are accessing on the 
Internet and the company they are keeping. Unfortunately, when parents dare to question their offspring 
on drink or drug-related matters, they are regarded as repressive, narrow-minded and old fashioned.  
 
Central to the gospel story are two old people, Simeon and Anna, who spent their days praying in the 
temple. By the standards of society, they were merely ending their days and were of no consequence with 
nothing to contribute to life. However, these were the people prompted by the Spirit to welcome and 
acclaim Jesus publicly as the Messiah. ‘A light to enlighten the pagan and the glory of your people Israel.’ 
We, too, will grow old in our turn and those among us who have obligations towards elderly parents do well 
to remember that, while hanging on the cross, one of the things that most concerned Jesus was that there 
would be somebody like John to take care of his mother. 

 
 


