
A 

                            Third Sunday of  Easter   
                       Sunday 22nd April 2012Sunday 22nd April 2012                   

 

Diocese of DunkeldDiocese of Dunkeld  
Scottish Charity No SC001810 

St Peter and St PaulSt Peter and St Paul  
29 Byron Street29 Byron Street  

Dundee DD3 6QNDundee DD3 6QN  
Tel: 01382 825067Tel: 01382 825067Tel: 01382 825067   

   This week:This week:This week:   
   
   Sunday:Sunday:Sunday:      Masses at 9.30 and 11.00Masses at 9.30 and 11.00Masses at 9.30 and 11.00   
   Monday:Monday:Monday:      Mass at 9.30 a.m.Mass at 9.30 a.m.Mass at 9.30 a.m.   
   Tuesday: Tuesday: Tuesday:    Liturgy of the Word & Holy Communion at 9.30 a.m.Liturgy of the Word & Holy Communion at 9.30 a.m.Liturgy of the Word & Holy Communion at 9.30 a.m.   
   Wednesday:Wednesday:Wednesday:   Liturgy of the Word & Holy Communion at 9.30 a.m.Liturgy of the Word & Holy Communion at 9.30 a.m.Liturgy of the Word & Holy Communion at 9.30 a.m.   
            Eucharistic adoration until 3.30 p.m.Eucharistic adoration until 3.30 p.m.Eucharistic adoration until 3.30 p.m.   
   Thursday:Thursday:Thursday:   Liturgy of the Word & Holy Communion at 9.30 a.m.Liturgy of the Word & Holy Communion at 9.30 a.m.Liturgy of the Word & Holy Communion at 9.30 a.m.   
   Friday:Friday:Friday:      Liturgy of the Word & Holy Communion at 9.30 a.m.Liturgy of the Word & Holy Communion at 9.30 a.m.Liturgy of the Word & Holy Communion at 9.30 a.m.   
   Saturday:Saturday:Saturday:   Mass at 9.30 a.m.Mass at 9.30 a.m.Mass at 9.30 a.m.   

    Vigil Mass at 6.00 p.m. 

Fr Ken will be away with the diocesan RE Advisors at the Scots 

College in Salamanca from Monday until Friday of this week. Please 

contact Deacon Charles or Fr Steven Mullholland at Our Lady of 

Victories [St Mary’s, Forebank] in any emergency 

Parish Priest: Mgr Ken McCaffrey VG 
      ken.mccaffrey@stpeterandstpaul.co.uk 

Deacon:  Rev Charles Hendry [818183] 

Hall:   John Mackie [858942] 

                             Fay Martin [07932 432577] 

Ninewells Hospital Chaplain: Canon Aldo Angelosanto

 611282 [Lochee] or Hospital [660111] 

Schools: 

 St Peter and St Paul’s School [436448] 

 St John’s High School [307060] 

Webmaster:  Andrew J Kelly 

webmaster@stpeterandstpaul.co.uk 

Web Site:    www.stpeterandstpaul.co.uk 
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COLLECTIONS 
Sunday 15th  April 

£ 999.50 
(£871 was Gift Aid) 

Many Thanks 
Second Collection 

for  
White Fathers 

Was 
£1192 

PLEASE PRAY FOR: Fr David Barr, Fr 
Patrick Kelly, Agnes Malone & May Gray  
recently deceased. 

 
And for  Gregory Curtis, John Reid, 

James McGarvey, Molly Docharty, Joe & 

Helen Johnston, Charles Macgregor, 

Madge McKinlay, Jim McKinlay & Chic 

Graham whose anniversaries occur at this 
time. 
Pray also for those in hospital;  John 

McCarle, Jim McGuire, John Stevens, 

John Burns & Ian Willock. 

 
And all those who are sick or housebound in our 
parish and receive the Eucharist each Sunday: 
 

If one of your family is in 

hospital, you should let Canon 

Aldo know. 

If someone is sick at home, 

please let Fr Ken or Deacon 

Charles know so that Sunday 

Communion can be arranged. 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION on Wednesdays from after Mass until 3.30 p.m. 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD at 11 o’clock Mass this Sunday. 

Please keep TESCO Vouchers for our school. Box at back of the Church. 

 

PARISH HOLY HOUR 

One Bread, One Body 

An Easter People will celebrate parish Life today,  Sunday 22nd April, at 3.00 p.m. 

Refreshments in Parish Centre after the service. All welcome. 

 
CORPUS CHRISTI PROCESSION 

The annual procession for the feast of Corpus Christi will take place in St Clement’s 

Church, Craigown Road, on Sunday 10th June, at 3.00 p.m. The preacher this year will be 

Fr Vincent Coyne. 

 
SS Peter & Paul’s Theatre Group and Tayside Amateur Musical Society present: 

A Bridge to Broadway 
- an evening of song and dance 

at the Starlight Rooms, Guthrie Street, Dundee 
Friday 4 May 7.30pm and Saturday 5 May 5.30pm and 8.30pm 

Tickets £12 from the hotline 0845 475 4180 

 

Next Sunday is Good Shepherd Sunday. There will be a SECOND 

COLLECTION for the Ecclesiastical Student’s Fund 
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“Being Opened to Understand” 
 

A Reflection by Fr Pius McLaughlin OFM 
 

 

A mother looks out her kitchen window and sees her two sons fighting. It looks serious, so she runs out into the yard. 

When they see her they disentangle themselves, hoping beyond hope that she will let the matter pass without comment. 

No such luck! – that’s what mothers do! She asks them “What on God’s earth is going on here?” She knows what was 

happening – they were fighting each other – but she is determined to find out what is going on between them. Only when 

she discovers that, will she understand why they are fighting in the first place. 

 

Is always frustrating to witness an event without knowing what it actually means. From our own experience, we know the 

difference between having an experience and knowing what it means – between being part of an event and understanding 

it. Jesus himself made the distinction between those “who see and hear” and those who “perceive and understand”. Being 

part of an event is no guarantee that we will understand it. As T.S. Eliot observed so shrewdly “We have had the 

experience but missed the meaning”. Think deeply of your own experiences in life and see what some of those said to you. 

I’m sure there are many that you wouldn’t even share because they are so precious to you and others may have had the 

opposite effect…..which raises the questions about how much we can share so we show great understanding and 

compassion  

 

In today’s Gospel, we see how the disciples cannot make sense of Jesus’ recent death – nor can they make sense of what 

is going on when Jesus appears to them. When Luke writes his Gospel, he writes it to strengthen the belief that Jesus is 

the Christ, the Son of God. He has his own way of doing this and when he comes to the story of the Resurrection, he 

chooses to emphasise how only the Risen Christ can make sense of the events of Good Friday and Easter Sunday. By 

themselves the disciples cannot arrive at an understanding of what is going on – they need the Risen Christ to uncover 

the meaning of all that is happening. 

 

Luke demonstrates this dramatically in today’s Gospel. The two disciples of Emmaus have returned to Jerusalem to be 

reunited with the assembly of Jesus’ followers. Luke tells us that the two disciples “told their story of what happened on 

the road and how they had recognised Jesus in the breaking of bread”. But the question remains: Can the assembled 

disciples actually make sense of all that had happened? 

 

This question is soon answered by Luke. While the disciples are still talking, Jesus appears among them. Rather than 

rejoice in his presence, they are alarmed and frightened – rather than recognising Jesus, they think they are seeing a 

Ghost. They are unable to make sense of what is happening in events that have happened in Jerusalem. Luke is stressing 

here that the appearance of the Risen Lord is not by itself a compelling demonstration of his reality. By itself, the 

appearance of Jesus does not open the disciple’s eyes. It did not do that on the road to Emmaus and neither does it do it 

here. Jesus appeals to the disciples’ sense of touch; so that they see who it is they are touching.  

 

He appeals to their reason, “ghosts have no flesh” but it is only when he tells them what He meant when he was with 

them and opens their minds to understanding the scriptures that they come to believe in him. By interpreting what has 

happened the Risen Christ draws the disciples out of their confusion. The disciples cannot do that for themselves – they 

cannot see for themselves – by themselves, they cannot understand what is going on. Only the Risen Christ can take them 

from mystery into revelation, from confusion to understanding. That is his Easter gift. 

 

In this new understanding, the disciples become witnesses – not just eye-witnesses to what has happened, but witnesses 

to the meaning of all that has taken place. So when Luke tells of the preaching of the early Church in the Acts of the 

Apostles – like Peter’s sermon we heard in the First Reading – Luke shows how they disclose the meaning of the death 

and resurrection of Jesus. In all of this, Luke shows how the understanding of the early Church is firmly based on the 

teaching of the Risen Jesus. That is its unique authority. 
 

The understanding of the Church today is based on the unique experience of the first disciples and we will always be 

indebted to them for their insight and courage. Happily they did not keep their new experience to themselves. They did 

not hoard their new insights but shared with anyone who had ears to listen. Their new experience was turned into a 

message of Good News for all. 
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But back to ourselves – All of us are standing or walking on the road of life’s journey and I suspect that most of us 

have encountered the stranger at some bend on the road – some experience when we cried out to the heavens for help 

and hope. It was exactly at a time like that when Jesus joined the two crushed souls on their journey home to Emmaus 

– so I encourage you to invite Christ into the very depths of your life – and indeed to those to whom you are 

ministering.  The story in Luke is very clear that we encounter him along life’s journey when our paths intersect but he 

enters by invitation only. The gentle love of God will not violate our personal freedom nor smash down our resistant 

doors. He never forces or frightens us into new growth, so instead, He loves us into new life but the invitation is always 

ours to make. 

 

There is a real difference between knowing about the love of Christ and knowing (experiencing) the love of Christ. The 

disciples on that Emmaus road knew about Jesus before they met him on the road but it was their invitation to him to 

enter and in the breaking of bread that they came to experience who he really was. All those who saw the Risen Christ 

were on their own particular journey when he appeared to them and so it is with you and me. Each of us has the 

wonderful opportunity and responsibility to make the faith our own, alive and shared with others and we do so by 

inviting the stranger into our own journey 

 

Every generation must make the message of Jesus its own and pass it on to others. It is a message brought and kept 

alive by the witness of generations of Christians who have continued to have life in the name of Jesus. We keep that 

message alive only by giving it away. That way the Gospel never dies! Perhaps, there is no better time to reflect on this 

than the prayerful moments when we relive in the Eucharist, the time when Christ broke the bread for the disciples. 

Just as they did it’s our opportunity to reach out and invite him in. May he be known to you once again in the breaking 

of the bread and your hurrying forth to share this news with others. 

 

There was a man who was very attached to his father who had been a labourer all his life. When the father died the 

son was heart-broken and as he stood quietly gazing down into the coffin, his gaze was focused on his father’s hands 

for even small things can reveal the very essence of a person’s life. Later he said: “I will never forget those weathered, 

old hands. They told the story of a countryman’s life in the eloquent language of wrinkles, veins, old scars and new. My 

father’s hands always had some fresh scratch or cut – the result of his work with barb wire or a rusted pipe, or the 

stubborn root of a tree”. 

 

He goes on to say: “It is not given to sons to know everything about their fathers, but I have those hands in my memory 

which shows they way he lived, the sweat he gave, the honest work he performed. By looking at those hands you could 

see the generous part of this old man’s heart” 

 

Jesus said to his Apostles: “look at my hands and feet…touch me and see for yourselves” .He said the same thing to 

Thomas: “See my wounded hands and side. Cease doubting and believe”. One might have expected the Risen body of 

Jesus to be whole and without blemish. Yet, not only is his body still scarred, but it is those very scars which help the 

disciples to recognise him. Those scars were the wounds caused by humiliation, torture and crucifixion? Why did Jesus 

show his wounds to his Apostles?  Firstly, those wounds show that the Risen Jesus is the same person who was 

crucified. Secondly, because those wounds were the proof of his love. 

 

Those who care about others pick up a lot of wounds as they go through life. Perhaps there are no great wounds but 

many, many little ones – lots of scratches, wrinkles and welts. Yet these are only the visible wounds – what about the 

hundreds of invisible wounds – the furrows left on the mind and soul by hardship, worry and anxiety? And those 

piercing ones which affect that most sensitive part of us – the heart – things like disappointments, ingratitude, 

betrayal. Emotional hurt hits you in the gut and can be harder to deal with than physical hurt. 

 

But these wounds are not things to be ashamed of. They are proof of our love. Will anyone see these wounds and come 

to believe in our love because of them? Even, if no one else sees them, God sees them, and He is proud of us for He 

sees that we resemble His Son. We must not look at a person’s achievements only, but also at his/her wounds and scars. 

Jesus wounds give us hope in our wounds. By his wounds we are healed and sent forth to bring this good news to others. 

 

Thanks to Fr Tom Ryan for this reflection. 


