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THE WEEK OF WEEKS 
 

They say that a week is a long time in politics. Politicians who are in positions of responsibility at the beginning of a week can find 
themselves out of a job by the end of the same week. A week can be a long time in any of our lives. The situation that we find ourselves in 
at the beginning of a week can be very different from how things might stand with us at the end of the same week. The awareness of this 
leads many people to live life one day at a time, living each day well and to the full as it comes along.  
It is hard to conceive of a greater contrast than that between the beginning and the end of Jesus’ final week. The gospel that we read at 
the beginning of Mass tells us that the crowds welcomed Jesus into Jerusalem with great enthusiasm, declaring God’s blessings on the one 
who came in the name of the Lord. According to the second gospel reading, by the end of that week, the same crowds were crying out, 
‘Crucify him’. Jesus who entered Jerusalem on a donkey to a great welcome was carried out of the city as a dead man a few days later, 
having suffered the cruellest form of death that the Roman Empire could devise.  
The people of Jerusalem who welcomed Jesus into their city did not know how the week would end. We who take up our palm branches 
today and who identify with the welcoming crowd know well how the week will end. We also know that the death of Jesus on a Roman cross 
was not really how this week ended. As Paul reminds us in today’s second reading, Christ ‘was humbler yet, even to accepting death, death on 
a cross. But God raised him high.’ We are beginning a long week in the church’s year, ‘Holy Week’. This week takes us from the tumultuous 
welcome extended to Jesus when he entered Jerusalem, through the deep darkness of his passion and death, and onto the wonderful event 
of his triumph over death in the resurrection, a triumph in which we all share. There is much to ponder this coming week.  
People tend to be busier now than they have ever been. We seem to have more to do and less time to do it. This Sunday we might resolve to 
slow down a little this coming week so as to allow the momentous events that we are celebrating in the church to touch our hearts and 
minds. The core of this Holy Week is what we call the Easter Triduum, which begins with the celebration of the Eucharist on Holy 
Thursday evening and concludes with the Easter Vigil on Holy Saturday night. This short time from the evening of Holy Thursday to 
Holy Saturday night is the most sacred time in the church’s year. It is sacred because during it we celebrate what has been called 
‘the work of our redemption’.  
As we begin this holy week, we are given a preview of where this week is heading. Although we use the term ‘passion’ with reference to the 
suffering of Jesus, in normal day to day usage the term refers to a strong feeling or a strong commitment. We all have a passion in that 
sense. The term can be readily applied to Jesus in this same sense. He suffered his passion, because he had a great passion, a passion for 
God and for humanity. He died because he was passionately devoted to revealing God’s love for all. In taking the cup of wine at the last 
supper, Jesus said, ‘This is my blood, the blood of the covenant, which is to be poured out for many, for the forgiveness of sins.’ Jesus’ 
death reveals God’s passionate love, a love that is stronger than sin, no matter how grave. When Jesus spoke of his blood poured out for 
‘many’, the many included those who were responsible for his death; it includes all of us here in the church today. 
We approach this Holy Week with reverence because we know that the last journey of Jesus was one that he travelled for all of 
us. We are not simply spectators at an event that happened a long time ago. We tell this story every year because it is our story. 
It is the ongoing story of God’s reaching out to us through his Son. Jesus poured out his life for us in love, so that we might pour 
out our lives in love for him and for each other. Let the palms we take home today be a sign of our desire to do just that.  
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COLLECTIONS 
21/03/10 
£1170.07 

 
£570.00 was Gift Aid 

£600.07 was loose 
SCIAF COLLECTION 

£833.34 
Thank You 

GOOD FRIDAY  
Collection 

For 
HOLY PLACES 

 
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

Eucharistic Adoration  will resume after 

 
PLEASE PRAY FOR:  Sue Morley, 
recently deceased; and for   Eddie 
Pallas, James McGiff, Samuel Evans, 
Margaret McLean, Frank Rice, Agnes 
Marie Robertson & Roger Pallas whose 
anniversaries occur at this time. 
 
Pray also for:  Willie Ferguson, Judith 
Millington, Gloria Thomson, Elizabeth 
Robertson, Nancy Dolan, Nan Grant & 
Ian Malpas  who are in hospital. 
 

And all our sick and housebound  
 

Catholic Papers are on sale at the back of the Church.  
The 200th Edition of OPEN HOUSE is on sale, price £2. 

 
In this week’s Scottish Catholic Observer: 

Church in Scotland faces biggest challenge since the Reformation 
Pope’s letter to the Catholics of Ireland apologies for abuse crisis 

Holy Father urges young people to follow the Gospel in seeking a ‘plan of life.’ 
Cardinal Zubeir Wako of Sudan speaks out in Lenten ACN fundraising campaign 

 
 

SILVER JUBILEE OF FR IAN WILSON 
To mark the occasion of his priestly ordination here in St Peter and St Paul's 25 years ago,  Fr Ian's 
Thanksgiving Mass will be here in St Peter and St Paul's at 6pm on Saturday 10th April. This will be followed 
by an informal reception in the Parish Centre. All parishioners are invited to join us for this celebration.  
 

LENTEN EVENING MASSES 
The final Lenten Evening Mass here in St Peter and St Paul’s will be on Tuesday at 7.00 p.m.  

 
JOURNEY OF FAITH 

The Journey of Faith will conclude on Tuesday after Mass, looking at the Celebration of the Easter 
Triduum   We have 3 candidates on the journey who will receive Confirmation and first Communion at 
the Easter Vigil. 
 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 
New rotas are available at the back of the Church. Please take yours today. 

 
Fr Bernard O’Conner’s Book 

Fr Bernard’s Book is available in the Sacristy for those who pre-ordered 
copies from Brida. If anyone wishes a further copy, please leave you name in 
the Sacristy or phone Brida on 826870 



DIARY DATES FOR 2010 
 

Thursday 29th April  -  Confirmations 
Thursday 13th May  -  Ascension Day 

Thursday 3rd June  -  Diocesan Education Mass 
Sunday 6th June  -  First Holy Communions 

 
DUNKELD DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES. 

The annual Dunkeld Pilgrimage to Lourdes, led by Bishop Vincent, will be from 23—30th July this coming year. 
There will be a direct flight from Edinburgh. Further details are available on the Notice Board and in the Sacristy. 
 

MASS OF CHRISM 
The Mass of the Chrism will be celebrated in St Andrew’s Cathedral, Dundee, 
on Wednesday at 7.00 p.m. Bishop Logan invites people from very parish in 
the Diocese to participate in this important event. We will welcome 
especially children being confirmed and those being received into the Church 
in their parishes at Easter. 
 
Brigid McGarvey would like to thank the Community of St Peter and St Paul’s for all their support, 
Mass cards, Novena, prayers and Get Well Wishes over the last few months. Thanks also to the Prayer 
Group for their continuing support. 
 
GIFT AID ENVELOPES are available  this weekend for the coming Tax Year. Please take yours. 
Sincere thanks for all who Gift Aid to this parish. Please speak to Brida if you pay Income Tax 
and are willing to join the scheme. 
 

St. Peter & St. Paul's Theatre Group 
10th Anniversary Performance 

Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat 
Tim Rice and Andrew Lloyd Webber 

Abertay University 5-8 May at 7.30pm 
Tickets £8 (£5 concession for unwaged) 

Now on sale after mass or from Gerry McLaughin (900061 or gerry.mcl@blueyonder.co.uk) 
 

HAITI EARTHQUAKE APPEAL 
Piano Recital by Joseph Sloan 

on 
Friday 9th April in the University Chaplaincy 

Tickets are £8, available from 665544 or 322920 
 

PLEASE NOTE  
THERE WILL BE ONE MASS ON EASTER SUNDAY  

at 10.00 a.m. 
 

The Cecilian Choir will present the CRUCIFIXION John 
Stainer in St Andrew’s Cathedral on Monday at 7.30 p.m.  

 



Holy Week 
in 

St Peter and St Paul’s 
Monday:  Mass at 9.30 a.m. 
    Confessions after Mass 
Tuesday:  Mass at 9.30 a.m. 
    Confessions after Mass 
    Mass at 7.00 p.m. 
Wednesday: Mass at 9.30 a.m. 
    First Confessions at 2.00 p.m. 
    Mass of Chrism in Cathedral with 
    Bishop at 7.00 p.m. 
Thursday:  HOLY THURSDAY  
    No Morning Mass 
    Stations of the Cross, led by 
    Primary 7 at 11.00 a.m. 
    Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
    At 7.00 p.m. 
    Night Prayer at 9.30 p.m. 
Friday:  GOOD FRIDAY 

DAY OF FAST & ABSTINENCE 
    Celebration of the Passion, Kissing 
    of the Cross and Holy Communion 
    at 3.00 p.m. 
Saturday:  HOLY SATURDAY 
    Easter Vigil and Mass of the 
    Resurrection at 8.30 p.m. 
Sunday:  EASTER SUNDAY 
    Mass at 10.00 a.m. 


