
 

  

Diocese of DunkeldDiocese of Dunkeld  
Scottish Charity No SC001810 

St Peter and St PaulSt Peter and St Paul  
29 Byron Street29 Byron Street  
Dundee DD3 6QNDundee DD3 6QN  

   
Tel: 01382 825067Tel: 01382 825067Tel: 01382 825067   

SUNDAY MASSSUNDAY MASS  
Saturday [anticipated Mass of Sunday] : 6.00 p.m. 

             SUNDAY : 9.30am and 11.30 a.m. 
 

 Monday:  Mass at 10.00 a.m.  [The Annunciation] 
 Tuesday:  No Mass 
 Wednesday: No Mass 
 Thursday:  No Mass 
 Friday:  Mass at 10.00 a.m. 
 Saturday:  Mass at 10.00 a.m. 
 Mass on Saturday will be for GLENNIE McKENZIE RIP whose ashes will be interred 
 in Balgay after Mass 
   

Sacrament of Reconciliation - on Saturday before and after Evening Mass 
and on request at any other time 

 

Sunday 30th March 2008 
SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Parish Priest: Mgr Ken McCaffrey V G 
E Mail: ken.mccaffrey@btopenworld.com 

Parish website:  www.stpeterandstpaul.co.uk 
Webmaster: Andrew Kelly 

Deacon: Rev Charles Hendry [818183] 
Parish Sister: Sister Mary Rose [322304] 

Hall Manager: John Mackie 858942 
Bookings: johnmackie4@btinternert.com 

The Charity Shop and Repository within the parish 
centre are open from 10.30 - 2.00pm on Monday, 

Tuesday and Wednesdays 



RESURRECTION  -  DOUBT NO LONGER—BUT BELIEVE!  

We all know from our own experience that liturgical time does not always resonate with where we are on our own life’s journey. In the words of today’s second reading, we can find ourselves being plagued 
by all sorts of trials in the season of Easter as much as in any other season. The circumstances of our own lives can make it very difficult for us to sing the Easter Alleluia with any conviction. There is always 
going to be some tension between the Easter cry, ‘Christ is risen! Life has triumphed over death!’, and our own present experience. Even though we are an Easter people, we never stop being a Good Friday 
people also, at least on this side of eternity. We can sometimes find it difficult to believe in the ultimate triumph of life over death, of joy over sadness, especially during those times in our lives when death 
and sadness become very palpable realities for us.  
Perhaps, therefore, we will find it easy to identify with Thomas in today’s gospel reading. He had been through the darkness of Good Friday, with all its pain, confusion and disillusionment. When the other 
disciples approached him with the good news of Easter, ‘We have seen the Lord’, their message did not resonate with him in any way. The darkness of Good Friday was still too real for him and prevented him 
from being moved by the Easter proclamation of the other disciples. His own reasoning did not allow him to believe that life had triumphed over death, that the crucified Jesus was now the risen Lord. Thomas 
stood in the light of Easter, yet that light did not dispel his darkness. In that respect, he may be like many other disciples today. Many believers can be troubled by their sense that the light of Easter does not 
seem to have penetrated their lives sufficiently. They can be distressed at the degree of doubt that they experience within themselves, troubled that such doubts can become more pronounced as they get 
older. Like Thomas, they may find it difficult to identify fully with those believers who acclaim with conviction, ‘We have seen the Lord’, and whose faith seems so much more assured than theirs.  
Such people can take heart from today’s gospel reading. Indeed, we can all take heart from it, because there is something of Thomas in all of us. The prayer of one of the more minor gospel characters, ‘Lord, I 
believe, help my unbelief’, finds a ready place in most of our hearts. Today’s gospel reading assures us that the Lord understands a doubting, questioning, faith. When the Lord appeared to Thomas, he did not 
rebuke him. He accommodated himself to Thomas’s demand to touch his wounds, before calling on him to ‘doubt no longer but believe’. Then, out of the mouth of the great sceptic came the fullest 
profession of faith in the fourth gospel, ‘My Lord and my God.’ The evangelist is perhaps indicating to us that both serious doubt and great faith can reside in one and the same person.  
Thomas, like the other disciples, saw and believed. However, the Lord recognises that only a small group of disciples will see and believe and, so, he speaks a beatitude to the many future disciples who will 
believe without seeing. That beatitude embraces all of us gathered here this morning. As Peter puts it in today’s second reading, ‘You did not see him, yet you love him.’ The church is the community of those 
who believe in and love the Lord, without having seen the Lord. We look forward to that day when we will see the Lord, face to face. Because we do not yet see him face to face, our faith is always a faith that 
hopes. To believe is always at the same time to wait in joyful hope.  
The risen Lord’s face to face meeting with Thomas dispelled all Thomas’s doubts. Because we only live in hope of such a meeting, there will always be some element of doubt in our own faith. As Paul says in 
his first letter to the Corinthians, ‘now we see as in a mirror, dimly’. The questioning of our reason that is an inevitable part of seeing dimly is not an enemy of faith. It can lead, rather, to a deepening of our 
faith. If we face our questions honestly, as Thomas did, and bring them to each other and to the Lord, we too can find ourselves exclaiming, ‘My Lord and my God.’ In one of his encyclicals, Faith and Reason, 
Pope John Paul II stated that ‘the church remains profoundly convinced that faith and reason mutually support each other ... they offer each other a purifying critique and a stimulus to pursue the search for a 
deeper understanding’.  

 
 

ST PETER AND ST PAUL  -  GIFT AID 2008/09 
 
Our Gift Aid scheme will continue as before with the Parish receiving tax back on all monies given to the Church by those who have signed up and are putting their offerings in the envelopes provided. If you have not already done so please get an 
application form Brida Tennant or Margaret Macbeth for the Gift Aid scheme I would ask you to please consider this it is so easy and brings in much needed revenue for our Church. There are approximately 80 parishioners enrolled in the Gift Aid 
scheme and from that amount we collect on average £6,000 per year from the taxman — think how much more we would collect if everyone who pays tax joins up.  
The Gift Aid form is simple to complete and all it requires is that you state that you want the Church to be able to claim, from the government, the tax on any donations you ever make. This declaration lasts all your life, although you can cancel it (in 
writing) at any time if you choose. You will then be given envelopes with a number and not your name and your donation is recorded each week against that number. There is complete confidentiality and all paperwork for the Gift Aid scheme is kept in a 
locked cabinet. We must, of course, be able to tell the Inland Revenue each year exactly how much has been given - there can be no doubt about the total. Along with the weekly envelopes we will also include envelopes for Christmas, Easter and Second 
Collections — it does not matter how little or how large your contribution. It is also possible to make a “one-off” donation — the Church is entitled to claim for all monies given. Please note that there is no demand upon you to give extra — as always, only 
give what you can afford.  
 
We will receive 28 pence from the government for every £1 you give so a Gift Aid form increases the value of your offering enormously and costs you nothing; If you are a tax payer (and this is not just income tax) will you please consider signing up for 
this scheme?  
There is no need:  
• to state what you will donate • to state how regularly you give • to fill in lengthy forms • to renew annually And you can opt out at any time you wish.  
There will be forms at the back of the Church or for any other information please see Brida or contact her on 01382 826870  

Thank you for last week’s collection. The total was £975.11, plus Easter Offerings of £609  -  a total of £1584.11 
 

The SCIAF BOXES contained a magnificent sum of £1732.22 
Thanks to those who counted these collections and took them to the bank 

 The Diocesan accounts are now on the Diocesan Web Site  -   www.dunkeldiocese.org.uk 



 
Please pray for: those recently deceased; and for  Willie Black, Davina Maclean, 
Samuel Evans, Patrick Nolan, William Riegner, Mary Wilson & Agnes Robertson 
whose anniversaries occur at this time. 
 
Please remember all the sick and housebound  in our parish community and especially 
those who are in hospital [David Donnet, Chris Donoghue, Nan Grant, Irene 
Gormley, Cathie & John Mills] 

 
ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT will resume on Wednesday  

St. Peter & St. Paul's Theatre Group 
proudly presents 
HMS Pinafore 

aboard HM Frigate Unicorn, Victoria Dock, Dundee 
Thurs-Sat 10-12 April 2008 
Tickets £10 (£7 Concession) 
on sale after all masses or  

from Gerry McLaughlin (900061 or email 
gerry.mcl@blueyonder.co.uk 

 
Monday is the Solemnity of the Annunciation, transferred from 
March 25th. 

SOME DIARY DATES 
The Rite of Enrolment will take place at 11.30 a.m. Mass on 
Sunday 29th April.  
The Sacrament of Confirmation will be on Wednesday 23rd April, 
at 7.00 p.m., with Bishop Vincent. 
First Holy Communions will be on Sunday 1st June at 11.30 Mass. 
Bishop Vincent will celebrate Mass for the 75th anniversary of St 
Peter & St Paul’s Primary School on Tuesday 3rd June at 1.30 p.m. 
Diocesan Education Mass in the Cathedral on Thursday 5th June 
at 7.00 p.m. 
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