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 Monday:  Mass at 10.00 a.m. 
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Sacrament of Reconciliation - after Mass Saturday Morning & Saturday 
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Sunday 2nd March 2008 
FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT  [YEAR A] 

 

SCIAF SUNDAY 

Parish Priest: Mgr Ken McCaffrey V G 
E Mail: ken.mccaffrey@btopenworld.com 

Parish website:  www.stpeterandstpaul.co.uk 

Webmaster: Andrew Kelly 

Deacon: Rev Charles Hendry [818183] 

Parish Sister: Sister Mary Rose [322304] 

Hall Manager: John Mackie 858942 

Bookings: johnmackie4@btinternert.com 

The Charity Shop and Repository within the parish 

centre are open from 10.30 - 2.00pm on Monday, 

Tuesday and Wednesdays 



SCIAF SUNDAY  An appeal from Bishop Moran  

 

My dear sisters and brothers,  

Today’s second reading says, “You were darkness once, but now you are light in the Lord: be like children of the light”. Lent is the springtime of the Church’s year. Springtime brings new light and 

growth after winter’s lifeless darkness. Lent brings us to Easter, when life conquers death. Easter brings peace, and hope, and joy.  

But for many of our brothers and sisters today, especially the 1.2 billion who live on less than 6o pence a day, there is often little peace, or hope, or joy. What sort of Easter can they expect?  

We in our comfortable world mark Lent by prayer, by fasting and by almsgiving: by prayer we turn back to God; by fasting we curb our self-indulgence; and by our charitable giving we reach out to 

relieve the fear, the poverty and the distress; by our charitable giving we can bring an Easter springtime into desolate lives.  

For years now, on each fourth Sunday of Lent, you and parishioners across Scotland have given generously to SCIAF. Through your generosity, hope and joy have risen.  

Where there was distress, your money has been turned into practical action which changes lives.  

For example, this year’s WEE BOX and SCIAF posters picture Jenneth [pronounced Janet) and her children. She was kidnapped and enslaved for years as a child soldier in the brutal Lords’ 

Resistance Army, which terrorised communities across northern Uganda. She gave birth to two sons before managing to escape with the help of a priest, and was welcomed back into the community. 

With your help, SCIAF funds the project that gave her support, training and childcare. Now she and her children can look forward in hope.  

There are many Jenneths enslaved by poverty. SCIAF was founded to turn your concern for them into practical action. Forty-three years on, SCIAF is a hundred times bigger, but the work is as 

urgent as ever. We still have to make poverty history!  

Now here’s something that may surprise you. SCIAF has a new campaign — about Climate Change. You might say, “But isn’t the climate change problem about wetter winters or about mosquitoes 

replacing our midges?” Yes  -    and in this country, these are minor difficulties.  

But in the poorer countries, which, by the way, produce hardly any greenhouse gases, climate change is a major difficulty. It can mean drought and famine, or floods and devastation. As always, it will 

be the poorest people who suffer most.  

Today’s Gospel warns us how petty some people can be, even when the blind are given their sight, even when the Lord of Light himself banishes the darkness. You, by your faith and by your baptism, 

are children of light.  

Thank you for all you have done, and all I know you will do, to make this Easter a time of new light and life for our sisters and brothers in developing countries.  

 

Yours sincerely in Christ  

+ Peter  Moran 

 

 
When you came into church today, you probably dipped your fingers in the holy water font and blessed yourself. Now, a question for you: why 
did you do that? Did you think about the significance of that gesture? It isn’t just an automatic or an empty gesture: it is meant to remind us of our 
baptism.  

 
And that’s what today’s readings ask us to reflect on also: baptism and its significance for us. Because these readings have been used for many 
centuries in the Church to help adults who are preparing to be baptised at Easter to reflect on the importance of this, the first of the sacraments. 
For most of us, who have been baptised as infants, these readings ask us to think again in an adult way about our own baptism.  
 
So, to take one theme, the readings today challenge us to see other people as God sees them. Conditioned by the society in which we live, we 
have a tendency to look and label when it comes to people. For example, we see someone with skin a different colour than ours and we label 
that person ‘foreigner’, ‘refugee’, ‘non- national’. To look and label and leave it at that is not an option for the baptised Christian.  
 
In today’s first reading, the prophet Samuel is told by God, ‘the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but the 
Lord looks on the heart’. In the Gospel, Jesus challenges his disciples and the Pharisees because they label the blind man ‘a sinner’ and look on 
his disability as a punishment from God.  
 
So, if we who are baptised are to live as children of the light, we have to continually learn to see all other human beings as God sees them. We 
are challenged to look beyond the outward appearance and the labels society attaches and see to the heart of the matter: that every man or 
woman is a brother or sister. Of course, to see in that way brings a responsibility of care. So it can be easier to choose not to see, to leave it at 
the label, to be blind to the needs of those around us.  

Thank you for last week’s collection. of £ 850.02 

Today is SCIAF SUNDAY. There will be a SECOND COLLECTION at Mass for SCIAF  -  

the Scottish Catholic International Aid Fund. 

 

In so many countries of our world, water is a scarce commodity. Ethiopia is certainly 

one of these. As a consequence, serious efforts have to be made to ensure conserva-

tion, distribution and proper use of water. Projects are undertaken by aid agencies, 

such as SCIAF, to build dams for land irrigation. More and more effort is being ex-

pended to bring clean and purified water to as many people as possible.  

 

Water is surely one of God’s greatest offerings to God’s people. It is something 

holy; a blessing, a gift freely given, one that is received with deep gratitude. Yet too 

much water can also be dangerous, and we are painfully aware of the terrible de-

struction caused by floods.  

 

In the story of Jesus meeting the woman of Samaria, we identify Christ himself as 

the water of life. He is the source of all blessing. He freely gives himself to us in 

relationship; it is he who shows us what it really means to have life in its fullness; he 

offers nourishment and satisfaction.  

 

As water gives and supports life, so Jesus himself sustains and nourishes us in the 

very depth of our being. Our relationship with Jesus is as crucial for our very spiri-

tual survival as water is for our continued existence.  



Please pray for: Ella McKaig, Margaret Stewart & Frank Mackie, recently deceased; 
and for May Greig, John Garvie, Joseph & Agnes Boyle, Joseph Boyle & Frank 
Chaplain whose anniversaries occur at this time. 
 
Please remember all the sick and housebound  in our parish community and especially 
those who are in hospital [Roberta McNally, Jean McKay & Kenny Macdonald] 

 

LOURDES PILGRIMAGE  -  July 17th 2008 

We still have places available. £50 deposit is due by the end of the 

month .To secure your reservation. Phone John on 858942 

 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER SERVICE 

In St David’s High Kirk, Strathmore Avenue 

Friday 7th March 

7.00 p.m. 

ALL WELCOME 

 
ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT on Wednesdays 

 

THANK YOU for donations received towards the refurbishment of the Church.  
 
 
Due to Easter being very early this year the following feasts will be celebrated on 
different dates this year : 

Monday 10th March  -  St John Ogilvie 
Friday 14th March -  St Patrick 

Saturday 15th March - St Joseph 

 

MASS 

OF 

CHRISM 

St Andrew’s 

Cathedral 

DUNDEE 

Wednesday 19thMarch, 7pm 

 

Monday 17th March 

 

DEANERY PENITENTIAL SERVICE 

 

St Francis Church 

Tullideph Road 

7.00 p.m. 
 


