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SUNDAY MASSSUNDAY MASS  

Saturday [anticipated Mass of Sunday] : 6.00 p.m. 
             SUNDAY : 9.30am and 11.30 a.m. 

 
 Monday:  Mass at 10.00 a.m. 
 Tuesday:  Mass at 10.00 a.m. 
 Wednesday: No Mass 
 Thursday:  Mass at 10.00 a.m. 
 Friday:  Mass at 10.00 a.m. 
 Saturday:  Mass at 10.00 a.m. 
    Anticipated Mass of Sunday at 6.00 p.m. 
 
  Mass in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel on weekdays 

Sacrament of Reconciliation - after Mass Saturday morning & 
Saturday evening and on request at any other time 

 

Sunday 20th January 2008 
SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Year A [The year of St Matthew] 

Parish Priest: Mgr Ken McCaffrey V G 
E Mail: ken.mccaffrey@btopenworld.com 

Parish website:  www.stpeterandstpaul.co.uk 
Webmaster: Andrew Kelly 

Deacon: Rev Charles Hendry [818183] 
Parish Sister: Sister Mary Rose [322304] 

Hall Manager: John Mackie 858942 
Bookings: johnmackie4@btinternert.com 

The Charity Shop and Repository within the parish 
centre are open from 10.30 - 2.00pm on Monday, 

Tuesday and Wednesdays 



POINTING IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION  

When I was a child, if either I or one of my brothers pointed at something, my mother would always say, „Don‟t point.‟ Pointing was considered bad manners, at least for children. There are times, of 
course, when pointing is considered appropriate. If I am giving someone directions, it can be helpful to point, in order to make clear what I am trying to communicate. You would certainly point to 
identify a source of danger to yourself and others.  
In today‟s gospel reading, John the Baptist points to Jesus so as to direct people to him. Seeing Jesus coming towards him, John declared: „Look, there is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of 
the world.‟ Those words of John have become part of our Eucharistic celebration. John‟s action of physically pointing to Jesus and identifying him as the Lamb of God sums up the meaning of John‟s 
life. You could say that John‟s whole life pointed to Jesus. Indeed, John even pointed his own followers in the direction of Jesus. With reference to Jesus, he said simply, „He must increase, but I 
must decrease.‟ Great as John was, he had the humility to point to someone greater than himself. Pointing to one greater than himself and leading others to this person was the purpose of his life and 
mission.  
Most of us can probably think of people who, in the course of our lives, pointed us in the right direction. These were people who could see just that little bit more clearly than we could at the time. 
We all need good guides from time to time; we need people who can point the way for us, people who, in the words of Paul‟s letter to the Philippians, can direct us towards, „whatever is true, whatever 
is honourable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable‟. It is true that we can react negatively to people who come across as knowing what is best for us and 
who take it upon themselves to tell us what to do. However, the art of pointing others in the right direction is more subtle than that. John the Baptist did not say to his disciples, „Become disciples of 
Jesus‟; he simply said, „Look, there is the Lamb of God.‟ Those who point us in the right direction are sharing with us something of their experience and insight. Their sharing serves as an invitation 
rather than a command. Such sharing will not always be responded to. Not everyone that John pointed in the direction of Jesus went on to become a disciple of Jesus. The art of pointing others in 
the right direction needs to be joined to a profound respect for human freedom. Today we give thanks for the John the Baptist figures we have encountered in the course of our lives. We thank God 
for all those who were concerned enough about us to share something of their vision with us, and who remained loyal to us even when we failed to take the path they pointed out to us.  
In thanking God for such people in our lives, we also acknowledge that the Lord calls each of us to become a John the Baptist for others. Our baptism calls on us to live lives that help to point others 
in the direction that God wants them to take. We cannot become all that God wants us to be on our own; we need each other. God guides us through others, and guides others through us. We are 
dependant on each other if we are to take the path that leads to God‟s Son. We can also of course hinder each other from taking this path. Jesus reserved some of his harshest words for those who 
led others astray, those who, in his own words, „put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who believe in me‟. Those who lead others astray are at the opposite end of the spectrum to the 
likes of John the Baptist.  
If we are to become a John the Baptist for others, if we are to point others in the direction of Jesus, we ourselves need to be pointing towards Jesus. John could only say, „Look, there is the Lamb 
of God‟ because he himself knew the Lamb of God. John admits in today‟s gospel reading that he only knew Jesus because God had revealed Jesus to him. We too need God to reveal Jesus to us. We 
depend on God to bring us into a deeper relationship with Jesus. This is not something we can do for ourselves. We each need to pray, „Lord God, help me to know your Son.‟ Only then can we go on to 
become a John the Baptist for others.  

 

Catholic Education Week 27th January— 3rd February 
Teaching Values for Life in the Family 

Every so often we hear calls by politicians and others for a return to “family values” as an answer to the problems of contemporary society - 
violence, drug abuse etc. Usually such calls are dismissed as “old-fashioned” or “out-of-touch”.  
Yet society itself only holds together because it shares certain values which are learned and nurtured firstly within families. Our legal and welfare 
systems are built upon a shared understanding of important values for life - justice, honesty, tolerance, respect, concern for others etc. At a young 
age, children learn from parents why it is right to treat people fairly, to be truthful, to care for those in need, to accept and respect those whose 
views, beliefs or culture we do not share. These lessons are then developed in schools which not only help young people to understand these values 
but also provide opportunities for them to demonstrate values in practical ways.  

Points to consider:  
1. What values did you learn as a child in your own family?  

2. How were you taught these values?  
3. What values are prevalent in society?  

4. How can you, in your own family, promote values for life ?  

GIFT AID 
OSCR  -  the Charity Regulators 
have decided that all Gift Aid now 
come under the umbrella of the 
Diocese as the named charity, all 
those who have generously 
supported Gift Aid need reaffirm 
their commitment. 
The new forms, requiring your 
signature will be available in the 
Parish Centre before and after all 
Masses this weekend. 
Please see Brida or Margaret and 
complete your form as soon as 
possible. 

Thank you for last week‟s collection. of £981.80 
Today, there will be a second collection for the African Missions 

CATHOLIC PAPERS 
 

Our catholic Papers are on sale in the Hall.  



Please pray for: Nan Brady & Michael Quinn recently deceased; and for Ellen Boyle, 
Sr Mary Agnes, Ellen Crawford, Mary Docherty, Andy Wightman, Frank Ferrie & 
James Burke whose anniversaries occur at this time. 
Please remember all the sick and housebound  in our parish community and especially 
those who are in hospital [Robert McNally, Helen Traynor, Rose Farquhar, Kenny 
Macdonald, Peter Andrews & Baby Grace] 

 

THE PARISH CENTRE 
We thank Anna and Cathie and all the members of the Line Dancing Group for their 
generous donation of £400 to the Hall development Fund.. Also Gam-Anon for their 
donation of £50. 

HALL LETS 
The Development of the Hall was too improve facilities for the benefit of the Parish 
Community for Social activities and Group Activities. Parishioners wishing to book the hall 
should book early as the Diary for this year is very busy and we already have a 
reservation for 2009. Please contact John on 858942 
 

THEATRE GROUP 
St. Peter & St Paul Theatre Group 

also in aid of World Youth Day  
Traditional Burns Supper and Ceilidh 

26 January in the Friary Hall Tullideph Road  
7.30 pm 

Tickets available after Mass today 
£7.50 Including toasts 

 
CARDINAL WINNING CATHOLIC EDUCATION WEEK LECTURE 

University of Glasgow  -  Bute Hall 
Saturday 2 February 2008 

9.30 for 10.00 
Alex Salmond, First Minister 

„CELEBRAINGT CATHOLIC EDUCATION IN SCOTLAND 
REFLECTIONS ON PARTNERSHIP 

From 1918 to date and beyond. 
Free Admission 

 
THE ANNUAL DIOCESAN ACCOUNTS 

The Annual Diocesan accounts - as required by Charity Regulation - will be published on 
the Diocesan website on 31st January. Our own accounts for the parish will be available at 
the end of the financial year. 

 
 
 

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT will resume this Wednesday, 23rd January 


