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SUNDAY MASSSUNDAY MASS  
Saturday [anticipated Mass of Sunday] : 6.00 p.m. 

             SUNDAY : 9.30am and 11.30 a.m. 

 

 Monday:  Mass of the Angels at 10.00 a.m.  
    Penance service in St Francis at 7.00 p.m. 
 Tuesday:  Mass at 10.00 a.m.  
    First Confessions at 2.00 p.m. 
 Wednesday: No morning Mass: Mass of Chrism in Cathedral at 7.00 p.m. 
 Thursday:  Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper at 7.00 p.m. 
 Friday:  Celebration of the Passion at 3.00 p.m. 
 Saturday:  Easter Vigil & Mass of the Resurrection at 8.30 p.m. 
   

Sacrament of Reconciliation - after Mass on Monday and Tuesday; 

After First Confessions on Tuesday and in St Francis on Monday at 7.00 p.m. 

 

Sunday 16th March 2008 
PALM SUNDAY  [YEAR A] 

Parish Priest: Mgr Ken McCaffrey V G 
E Mail: ken.mccaffrey@btopenworld.com 

Parish website:  www.stpeterandstpaul.co.uk 

Webmaster: Andrew Kelly 

Deacon: Rev Charles Hendry [818183] 

Parish Sister: Sister Mary Rose [322304] 

Hall Manager: John Mackie 858942 

Bookings: johnmackie4@btinternert.com 

The Charity Shop and Repository within the parish 

centre are open from 10.30 - 2.00pm on Monday, 

Tuesday and Wednesdays 



HOLY WEEK  -  WEEK OF WEEKS  

They say that a week is a long time in politics. Politicians who are in positions of responsibility at the beginning of a week can find themselves out of a job by the end of the same week. A week can be 

a long time in any of our lives. The situation that we find ourselves in at the beginning of a week can be very different from how things might stand with us at the end of the same week. The 

awareness of this leads many people to live life one day at a time, living each day well and to the full as it comes along.  

It is hard to conceive of a greater contrast than that between the beginning and the end of Jesus’ final week. The gospel that we read at the beginning of Mass tells us that the crowds welcomed 

Jesus into Jerusalem with great enthusiasm, declaring God’s blessings on the one who came in the name of the Lord. According to the second gospel reading this morning, by the end of that week, the 

same crowds were crying out, ‘Crucify him’. Jesus who entered Jerusalem on a donkey to a great welcome was carried out of the city as a dead man a few days later, having suffered the cruellest 

form of death that the Roman Empire could devise.  

The people of Jerusalem who welcomed Jesus into their city did not know how the week would end. We who take up our palm branches today and who identify with the welcoming crowd know well how 

the week will end. We also know that the death of Jesus on a Roman cross was not really how this week ended. As Paul reminds us in today’s second reading, Christ ‘was humbler yet, even to accepting 

death, death on a cross. But God raised him high.’ We are beginning a long week in the church’s year, ‘Holy Week’. This week takes us from the tumultuous welcome extended to Jesus when he entered 

Jerusalem, through the deep darkness of his passion and death, and onto the wonderful event of his triumph over death in the resurrection, a triumph in which we all share. There is much to ponder 

this coming week.  

People tend to be busier now than they have ever been. We seem to have more to do and less time to do it. This Sunday we might resolve to slow down a little this coming week so as to allow the 

momentous events that we are celebrating in the church to touch our hearts and minds. The core of this Holy Week is what we call the Easter Triduum, which begins with the celebration of the 

Eucharist on Holy Thursday evening and concludes with the Easter Vigil on Holy Saturday night. This short time from the evening of Holy Thursday to Holy Saturday night is the most sacred time in 

the church’s year. It is sacred because during it we celebrate what has been called ‘the work of our redemption’.  

We have just heard the story of Jesus’ passion and death according to Matthew. As we begin this holy week, we are given a preview of where this week is heading. Although we use the term ‘passion’ 

with reference to the suffering of Jesus, in normal day to day usage the term refers to a strong feeling or a strong commitment. We all have a passion in that sense. The term can be readily applied 

to Jesus in this same sense. He suffered his passion, because he had a great passion, a passion for God and for humanity. He died because he was passionately devoted to revealing God’s love for all. 

In taking the cup of wine at the last supper, Jesus said, ‘This is my blood, the blood of the covenant, which is to be poured out for many, for the forgiveness of sins.’ Jesus’ death reveals God’s 

passionate love, a love that is stronger than sin, no matter how grave. When Jesus spoke of his blood poured out for ‘many’, the many included those who were responsible for his death; it includes all 

of us here in the church today. 

We approach this Holy Week with reverence because we know that the last journey of Jesus was one that he travelled for all of us. We are not simply spectators at an event that happened a long 

time ago. We tell this story every year because it is our story. It is the ongoing story of God’s reaching out to us through his Son. Jesus poured out his life for us in love, so that we might pour out 

our lives in love for him and for each other. Let the palms we take home today be a sign of our desire to do just that.  
 

 

 

ST PETER AND ST PAUL  -  GIFT AID 2008/09 
 

Our Gift Aid scheme will continue as before with the Parish receiving tax back on all monies given to the Church by those who have signed up and are putting their offerings in the envelopes provided. If you have not already done so please get an 
application form Brida Tennant or Margaret Macbeth for the Gift Aid scheme I would ask you to please consider this it is so easy and brings in much needed revenue for our Church. There are approximately 80 parishioners enrolled in the Gift Aid 
scheme and from that amount we collect on average £6,000 per year from the taxman — think how much more we would collect if everyone who pays tax joins up.  
The Gift Aid form is simple to complete and all it requires is that you state that you want the Church to be able to claim, from the government, the tax on any donations you ever make. This declaration lasts all your life, although you can cancel it (in 
writing) at any time if you choose. You will then be given envelopes with a number and not your name and your donation is recorded each week against that number. There is complete confidentiality and all paperwork for the Gift Aid scheme is 
kept in a locked cabinet. We must, of course, be able to tell the Inland Revenue each year exactly how much has been given - there can be no doubt about the total. Along with the weekly envelopes we will also include envelopes for Christmas, Easter 
and Second Collections — it does not matter how little or how large your contribution. It is also possible to make a “one-off” donation — the Church is entitled to claim for all monies given. Please note that there is no demand upon you to give extra 
— as always, only give what you can afford.  
 
We will receive 28 pence from the government for every £1 you give so a Gift Aid form increases the value of your offering enormously and costs you nothing; If you are a tax payer (and this is not just income tax) will you please 
consider signing up for this scheme?  
There is no need:  
• to state what you will donate  
• to state how regularly you give  
• to fill in lengthy forms  
• to renew annually  
And you can opt out at any time you wish.  
There will be forms at the back of the Church or for any other information please see Brida or contact her on 01382 826870  

Thank you for last week’s collection. of £ 1065.50  Collection on Good Friday for HOLY PLACES 



 
Please pray for: Margaret Stibbles, Roberta McNally, Betty Castles, Doris 
Crichton, Gordon Fox & Michael Finnegan, recently deceased; and for  Irma 
Cabrelli, Eddie Pallas, Anna O’Neill & Jean Ogilvie whose anniversaries occur at 
this time. 
Please remember all the sick and housebound  in our parish community and especially 
those who are in hospital [Helen Traynor & Rose Farquhar] 

EASTER SUNDAY 

Will all Ministers of the Eucharist please attend Easter Sunday Mass at 

10.30 a.m., or let Sr Mary Rose know if you are unable to be present. 

 
ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT will resume after Easter 

 

The Loop System [for the hard of hearing] is, I am assured, now in full working 

order. 

 

Please note that the Hall will be closed during Holy Week. There will be no activities 

of any kind taking place. Re-opens on Easter Monday. 

 

MASS OF THE CHRISM 
Bishop Vincent will celebrate the MASS OF CHRISM on Wednesday at 7.00 p.m., in 

his Cathedral Church of St Andrew.  He will be joined by the priests of the Diocese 

who will renew their priestly commitment. We show our love, support and solidarity 

for Bishop Vincent in the difficult times for our Diocese by being present in the 

Cathedral on Wednesday. Please make every effort to attend 

 
Monday 17th March 

 

DEANERY PENITENTIAL SERVICE 

 

St Francis Church 

Tullideph Road 

7.00 p.m. 

Led by Canon Aldo 

 

GOOD FRIDAY 
Good Friday is a day of FAST AND 
ABSTINENCE. 
 
You are reminded of the time 
honoured custom of abstaining 
from all forms of alcohol during 
the Holy Week 
 
Bishop Vincent will lead Stations 
of the Cross on Friday in the 
Cathedral at 7.00 p.m. 


