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SUNDAY MASSSUNDAY MASS  

Saturday [anticipated Mass of Sunday] : 6.00 p.m. 
             SUNDAY : 9.30am and 11.30 a.m. 

 
 Monday:  Mass AT 10.00 a.m. 
 Tuesday:  Mass at 10.00 a.m. 
 Wednesday: Mass at 11.00 a.m. 
 Thursday:  Mass at 10.00 a.m. 
 Friday:  No Mass 
 Saturday:  Mass at 10.00 a.m. 
    Anticipated Mass of Sunday at 6.00 p.m. 
 
  Mass in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel on weekdays 

Sacrament of Reconciliation - after Mass Saturday morning & 
Saturday evening and on request at any other time 

 

Sunday 13th January 2008 
TH E BAPTISM OF JESUS 

Year A [The year of St Matthew] 

Parish Priest: Mgr Ken McCaffrey V G 
E Mail: ken.mccaffrey@btopenworld.com 

Parish website:  www.stpeterandstpaul.co.uk 
Webmaster: Andrew Kelly 

Deacon: Rev Charles Hendry [818183] 
Parish Sister: Sister Mary Rose [322304] 

Hall Manager: John Mackie 858942 
Bookings: johnmackie4@btinternert.com 

The Charity Shop and Repository within the parish 
centre are open from 10.30 - 2.00pm on Monday, 

Tuesday and Wednesdays 



RIVER OF LIFE  

It is impossible for us not to have favourites. We invariably favour some people over others. It is because we favour some and not others that we include some people among our friends and not others. Even among our 
friends we favour some over others. Marriage between two people occurs because one man favours one woman out of other women and that woman favours that man out of other men. There are contexts, however, in which 
showing favour is not appropriate. Politicians have got themselves into trouble because they used their influence inappropriately to favour someone. The human tendency to show favour, while natural, sometimes needs to 
be kept in check.  
 
In today’s second reading, Peter, addressing Cornelius and his household, says: ‘The truth I have come to realise is that God does not have favourites.’ It sounds as if Peter has only recently hit upon this truth. As a Jew, 
he would have understood that God did have favourites. The Jewish people were the chosen people who had been graced by God in a unique way. However, since his meeting with Jesus, Peter had come to realise that God 
does not have favourites. If God had favoured the people of Israel in the past, it was for the sake of all the other nations. God chose Israel not because God loved Israel more than all the other nations, but because God 
wanted Israel to be the messenger of God’s love to all the nations. According to today’s first reading, God chose Israel as his servant, to be the light of the nations.  
 
Jesus came as the servant of all people, to give his life as a ransom for all. At the very end of his gospel, Matthew portrays the risen Jesus telling his disciples to go and make disciples of all the nations. All nations are to 
be favoured with the gospel. That is why we find Peter in today’s second reading preaching to the pagan centurion Cornelius and his household, and then going on to baptise them all. Our own baptism is the direct result of 
that command of the risen Jesus to baptise all nations. Baptism is a sign of God’s favour. On the day of our baptism God said to us what was said to Jesus on the day of his baptism: ‘My favour rests on you.’ God also acted 
to show his favour to us by pouring the Holy Spirit into our hearts at baptism. Parents instinctively understand baptism as an expression of God’s favour. That is why they bring their children to be baptised. Today on the 
feast of Jesus’ baptism, we give thanks for our own baptism, this very special sign of God’s favour.  
 
The baptism of Jesus was not only the day when he had a special experience of God’s favour; it was also the day when he publicly took on the role of God’s servant. Jesus’ baptism was both a grace and a commission. As 
Peter announced to Cornelius in today’s second reading, after his baptism Jesus went about doing good and curing all who had fallen into the power of the devil. Today’s first reading, although written long before Jesus was 
born, describes this mission of Jesus very well. He brings true justice to the nations; by his words and deeds, Jesus makes known the just or right way that God wants us all to take and that Jesus took to the full. In 
making known God’s justice, that first reading also declares that he ‘does neither break the crushed reed, nor quench the wavering flame’. Jesus’ mission was characterised by a heightened awareness of the weak and the 
vulnerable.  
 
Our own baptism, like that of Jesus, was both a gift and a commission. In bestowing favour upon us, God at the same time calls us to become his servants. On the day of our baptism, we are commissioned as servants of 
God, after the example of Jesus. As God endowed Jesus with the Spirit so that he could bring true justice to the nations, at our baptism we were endowed with the same Spirit for the same purpose. In the power of the 
Spirit we are called to live in that same just way that Jesus lived. In the words of the first reading, baptism calls us to ‘serve the cause of right’. That will involve for us, as it did for Jesus, taking care not ‘to break the 
crushed reed, nor quench the wavering flame’. Those who are crushed for whatever reason, whose flame is barely flickering, are deserving of our greatest care and attention. We show that we really appreciate the gift of 
our baptism when we support the vulnerable and strengthen the weak, in our families, our communities and our society. This is our baptismal calling.  

Catholic Education Week 27th January— 3rd February 
Teaching Values for Life 

 
The theme of Catholic Education Week is ‘Teaching Values for Life’. During this week the Catholic community is called upon to celebrate the importance of the education which 
is provided in various settings – in family homes, parishes and schools. 
 
In particular this year we are asked to focus on the importance of the values which we teach to children and young people. At a time when our culture is dominated by the influences of 
the media and technology, there are great dangers that these can, more often than not, have a malign effect on our lives. For many people today, their values - those principles which 
should guide their words and actions - are too often based on what appears fashionable and acceptable to society. Many are less inclined to live their lives guided by consciences which 
have been informed by the teachings of the Church. 
 
The Catholic Education Commission has recently published a resource to help teachers understand the importance of values and virtues on the lives of young people today. Values for Life 
provides a Catholic understanding of the values which emerge from the teachings of Jesus, in particular through the Beatitudes, as expressed in the Gospel of Matthew. It also teaches 
the meaning of Virtues, those “habits of the heart” which each of us can develop to help us to lead moral lives. 
 
More on this most important aspect of preparing our young people for their future— a future based on the Vales of the Gospel-next week. 

GIFT AID 
OSCR  -  the Charity Regulators 
have decided that all Gift Aid now 
come under the umbrella of the 
Diocese as the named charity, all 
those who have generously 
supported Gift Aid need reaffirm 
their commitment. 
The new forms, requiring your 
signature will be available in the 
Parish Centre before and after all 
Masses this weekend. 
Please see Brida or Margaret and 
complete your form as soon as 
possible. 

Thank you for last week’s collection. of £888.61p 
Next Sunday there will be a second collection for the African Missions 

DUNKELD DIOCESAN DIRECTORY 
The Dunkeld Directory is on sale  in the parish 
centre, price £2.50. This is a valuable guide to 
the times of Masses throughout the Diocese. 



Please pray for: Andy Hodgson, Frank McGrath & Nan Brady recently deceased; 
and for James Short, James Burke, Jim Galligan, William Moncur, Margaret 
Ferrie, Tess Dailly, James Shepherd, Nan Shepherd, Lydia Connor, Sr Mary 
Bernadette & Martha Dailly whose anniversaries occur at this time. 
Please remember all the sick and housebound  in our parish community and those who 
are in hospital [Roberta McNally, Kenny Macdonald, Carol Dolan, Peter Devlin & 
Ann McConnachie] 

 

 
 
 

HYMN FOR THE FEAST OF THE BAPTISM OF JESUS 
[Canticle of Ezekiel – ‘Be Thou My Vision’] 

 
Hear me, my people; I will bring you back home 

From the nations and countries in which you now roam; 
The place where I lead you is where you’ll be free, 

For you are my people, your God I shall be. 
 

Hear me, my people, I will sprinkle you all 
With fresh water to cleanse you from sin and its thrall; 

Each falsehood and idol, I’ll teach you to see; 
For you are my chosen, your God I shall be. 

 
Hear me, my people, feel the new heart I give, 

The new spirit and guidance for how you might live; 
A heart made of flesh, not of stone, is the key; 

For you are my chosen; your God I shall be. 
 

Hear me, my people, choose to walk in my way, 
To observe my commandment, respect what I say; 

My promise, I’ll honour if you will agree, 
For you are my chosen; your God I shall be. 

 
Hear me, my people, you will prosper and grow, 
No more famine or hardship in all that you sow; 

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT will resume on Wednesday 23rd January. 


