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SUNDAY MASSSUNDAY MASS  
Saturday [anticipated Mass of Sunday] : 6.00 p.m. 

             SUNDAY : 9.30am and 11.30 a.m. 

 

 Monday:  Mass at 10.00 a.m. 
 Tuesday:  No Mass 
 Wednesday: Mass at 11.00a.m. 
 Thursday:  Mass at 10.00a.m. 
 Friday:  No Mass 
 Saturday:  Mass at 10.00 a.m. 
    

Sacrament of Reconciliation - on Saturday before and after Evening Mass 

and on request at any other time 

Today is Good Shepherd Sunday - a Day of Prayer for Vocations to the 

Priesthood and Religious Life. Exposition from after Mass until 4.00 p.m., to pray 

for Vocations 

Sunday 12th  April 2008 
FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Good Shepherd Sunday 

Parish Priest: Mgr Ken McCaffrey V G 
E Mail: ken.mccaffrey@btopenworld.com 

Parish website:  www.stpeterandstpaul.co.uk 

Webmaster: Andrew Kelly 

Deacon: Rev Charles Hendry [818183] 

Parish Sister: Sister Mary Rose [322304] 

Hall Manager: John Mackie 858942 

Bookings: johnmackie4@btinternert.com 

The Charity Shop and Repository within the parish 

centre are open from 10.30 - 2.00pm on Monday, 

Tuesday and Wednesdays 



 
FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  -  GOOD SHEPHERD SUNDAY  -  DAY OF PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS TO 

THE PRIESTHOOD AND RELIGIOUS LIFE 
 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament from after Mass until Evening Prayer and Benediction at 4.00 p.m.  
Please come along and pray for Vocations 

SOME DIARY DATES 
The Rite of Enrolment for the Sacraments will take place at 11.30 

a.m. Mass next Sunday, 20th April.  

The Sacrament of Confirmation will be on Wednesday 23rd April, 

at 7.00 p.m., with Bishop Vincent. 

First Holy Communions will be on Sunday 1st June at 11.30 Mass. 

Bishop Vincent will celebrate Mass for the 75th anniversary of St 

Peter & St Paul’s Primary School on Tuesday 3rd June at 1.30 p.m. 

Diocesan Education Mass in the Cathedral on Thursday 5th June 

at 7.00 p.m. 

 

PRIZE BINGO in  aid of our Lourdes Fund on Sunday 20th April in the Parish 
centre at 6.00 p.m. 

 
SUMMER FAYRE in the parish centre on Saturday 28th June  -  11.00  -  12.30  

Home Baking, Tombola, Hand Crafts, New Goods, Books CD’s Bric a Brac, 
Bacon Rolls, Tea and Coffee. Pick up a bargain . Tickets are just £1.00 

 
****************************** 

Please pray for: Orla Machin [age 10 from Alva] recently 
deceased; and for  John Murphy, Maggie Murphy, George 
Donald & Mary McBeth whose anniversaries occur at this 
time. Please remember all the sick and housebound  in our 
parish community and especially those who are in hospital 
[Nan Grant, David Donnett, Helen Traynor & Chris 
Donoghue]. 

Thank you for last week’s collection OF £952.63 

Today  -  SECOND COLLECTION FOR THE ECCLESIASTICAL 

STUDENTS FUND 

 The Diocesan accounts are now on the Diocesan Web Site  -   

www.dunkeldiocese.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LITTER IN CHURCH 
The cleaners have noticed over the last few weeks that there has been litter and rubbish left 
in the Church after Sunday Mass. Last Sunday after 11.30 Mass, it was raisins near the 
back. Please be considerate to those who clean the Church in their own free time 

CAR PARKING 
The space at the back of the Hall has now been cleaned and lined and is 
available for Car Parking during Mass. 

 

IMPORTANT NOTICE FOR: 

 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion;  

Leaders of Children's Liturgy;  

Day Care Drivers 
 

Child Protection and Care of Vulnerable Adults 
 

 As part of its duty of care the Church requires all volunteers to be screened through a 
Disclosure Scotland check and to attend regular awareness sessions. 
 
All volunteers who have not been checked (and this is almost all of us) must attend a 
meeting on either Tuesday 15th April or Thursday 17th April at 7pm to complete the 
necessary forms. The meeting will be held in the small meeting room in the Church (behind 
the sanctuary) - entry through the Blessed Sacrament Chapel. 
NB You only need to attend one meeting and must bring with you a form of identification 
e.g., passport or driving licence, national insurance number, birth certificate and a current 
utility bill to confirm address. 
 
In addition, can all volunteers please take and complete a sheet regarding the next 
diocesan awareness sessions. 
 
Please note that if these procedures are not followed ,by 30th April, you cannot take 
part in any of these activities 

 
On Good Shepherd Sunday we celebrate WORLD DAY OF PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS. Pray 
for an increase in vocations within the Diocese of Dunkeld, that God will raise up good 
shepherds in our midst. If you thank God may be calling you to serve him, please contact Fr Jim 
walls or visit www.priestsforscotland.org.uk 
You might like to spend a short period in prayer before the Blessed sacrament this afternoon to 
pray for Vocations. 



 

OPEN THE GATE AND ENTER IN 
 

Gates have become more of a feature of our urban landscape. New upmarket housing blocks tend 

to be gated affairs. Certainly, one purpose of a gate is to prevent access to some area. Another 

purpose of a gate, however, is to provide access to an area. The large gates you find in our 

rural landscape come to mind. A gate creates an opening into an otherwise closed environment.  

It is in this latter sense that we have to understand the reference to the gate in this morning’s 

gospel reading. The sheepfold mentioned in the gospel reading was an enclosed area. The gate of 

the sheepfold provided access both into and out of the enclosure, enabling the sheep to pass out 

of the enclosure to green pasture and to come back into the enclosure again for safety and 

protection. Jesus identifies himself as the gate in this sense. As the gate, all who enter through 

him will be safe; as the gate, all who exit through him will find pasture. He sums up this twofold 

role he has as the gate by affirming, ‘I have come so that they may have life and have it to the 

full.’ The purpose of all that Jesus said and did is that we might have life, and have it in 

abundance.  

Just as the gospel reading is clear about why Jesus has come, it is also clear about what we 

must do. If we are to come into that abundant life that Jesus came to give us, we must do so 

by passing through him. We are to take Jesus as our gate, going ‘freely in and out’ through him, 

as the gospel reading puts it. Jesus uses many images of himself in John’s gospel. Many of those 

images stress what Jesus does for us. As the good shepherd, for example, Jesus lays down his 

life for us. The image of Jesus as the gate emphasises more what we must do in response to all 

that Jesus has done and is doing for us. If Jesus is the gate that leads to abundant life, we 

have to choose to pass through that gate. No one can do that for us. The presence of a gate 

does not automatically mean that people will use it.  

We are more aware today than in the past that our relationship with Jesus and with his 

followers is a choice we have to make. There is no longer a strong current flowing in the 

direction of Jesus that will carry us along. Indeed, it could be argued that the current is flowing 

in the opposite direction. The messages that we receive from the culture in which we live are not 

ones that have been strongly shaped by the values that Jesus embodied in his life, death and 

resurrection. There are a whole variety of gates opening up to us, beckoning us to pass through. 

If we are to pass through the gate that is Jesus, we have to consciously choose this gate and 

exclude other gates. When Peter preached the gospel to the crowd in Jerusalem, their response 

was to ask Peter, ‘What must we do?’ They understood that the gospel they had heard placed an 

onus on them to make choices they had never made before. The question ‘What must we do?’ is 

as valid a question for us today, as it was for the people of Jerusalem two thousand years ago. 

Every day we try to discern what we need to do to give expression to our desire to take Jesus 

as our gate.  

Yet, the gospel reading this morning assures us that in trying to answer the question, ‘What 

must we do?’, we are not thrown back on our own resources alone. We are not left to ourselves 

in trying to distinguish the gate that is Jesus from the many other gates that lead in different 

directions. The parable that Jesus tells in the gospel reading makes reference to a shepherd as 

well as to a gate. He is both the gate and the shepherd. Our going through the gate is always in 

response to the call of the shepherd. Indeed, the shepherd leads us through the gate. One by 

one, according to the gospel reading, he calls his own and leads them out. The shepherd calls out 

to each of us individually, by name. Today, vocations Sunday, reminds us that we all have a 

vocation in that very fundamental sense. Jesus’ call comes to us in all kinds of ways. Sometimes, 

we hear that call more loudly than at other times. Today, we pray that we would listen more 

attentively to the call of the good shepherd, so that we may choose Jesus as our gate on our 

journey through life.  


