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SUNDAY MASSSUNDAY MASS  
Saturday [anticipated Mass of Sunday] : 6.00 p.m. 

             SUNDAY : 9.30am and 11.30 a.m. 
 

 Monday:  No Mass 
 Tuesday:  No Mass 
 Wednesday: Mass at 11.00 a.m. 
 Thursday:  Mass at 10.00 a.m.   
 Friday:  Mass at 10.00 a.m. 
 Saturday:  Mass at 10.00 a.m.  
 
   The Sacrament of Reconciliation  
   Saturday after Morning Mass  
   and from 5.00pm - 5.30 p.m.  

 
Mass in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel on weekdays 

 

Sunday 9th December 2007 
SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

Year A [The year of St Matthew] 

Parish Priest: Mgr Ken McCaffrey V G 
E Mail: ken.mccaffrey@btopenworld.com 

Parish website:  www.stpeterandstpaul.co.uk 
Webmaster: Andrew Kelly 

Deacon: Rev Charles Hendry [818183] 
Parish Sister: Sister Mary Rose [322304] 

Hall Manager: John Mackie 858942 
Bookings: johnmackie4@btinternert.com 

The Charity Shop and Repository within the parish 
centre are open from 10.30 - 2.00pm on Monday, 

Tuesday and Wednesdays 



THE JUDGE  -  GUILTY OR NOT GUILTY?  

‘Have you ever had anything to do with the law? Have you ever been up before the judge, either in the dock or in the witness box? Or at least, have you ever watched Perry Mason, or Rumpole of the Bailey, or Kavanagh Q. 
C.? If you have, then you should know that there are two different kinds of trial. The most familiar is the criminal trial, where someone is accused of a crime: let’s say burglary, or assault, or murder. At the end of the 
trial, the accused is found either guilty or not guilty, and if found guilty, may be fined or sent to prison.  
 
The other kind of trial is the civil trial. Here it is not a matter of an accused person being found guilty or not guilty, but rather of a plaintiff bringing an action against a defendant. The plaintiff thinks that he or she has 
been wronged by the defendant, perhaps by slander or libel; or perhaps someone is bringing an action against a doctor for negligence or against a builder for shoddy workmanship. At the end of the trial the jury find 
either for the plaintiff, if they think the case has been proved, or for the defendant, if it hasn’t.  
 
What kind of a trial do you think the Last Judgement will be? I suspect that most people nowadays think of it as a criminal case, with themselves in the dock. At the end of the trial they will either be found guilty, in 
which case they will be sent to Hell, or they will be let off, in which case they will get into Heaven. But this was not how the early Christians, or the Jews before them, thought of the matter. They thought in terms of a 
civil case, with themselves as the plaintiff. They had been wronged, or at least they could see others around them who had been wronged, people whose property and liberty had been taken away by powerful and ruthless 
tyrants, and they longed for God to come as a judge who would restore their rights.  
 
So the prophet Isaiah longs for the coming of the Messiah as the righteous judge. ‘He does not judge by appearances, he gives no verdict on hearsay, but judges the wretched with integrity and with equity gives a verdict 
for the poor of the land.’ These people had not found justice at the hands of earthly judges, who may be apt to judge by appearances, to favour the smooth respectable person who can afford an expensive lawyer, rather 
than to look beneath the surface at what is really going on. The poor and the wretched will always be at a disadvantage where earthly justice is being dispensed; therefore they long for heavenly justice.  
 
Jesus teaches us to think of heavenly justice in the same way. He tells the story of an unjust judge, who cares neither for God nor for man. A poor widow beats on his door day and night, pleading for justice. Our Lord 
doesn’t go into the nature of her grievance: perhaps someone had stolen her property, or evicted her from her house or land. Evidently it is a matter of real importance, because she is so desperate as to keep up her 
clamour day and night at the door of a judge she knows to be unsympathetic.  
 
This is the way we are taught to clamour for the coming of the Messiah as judge, to put right the wrongs and injustices of the world, to put a stop to those who commit genocide and torture and make themselves rich at 
the expense of the destitute.  
 
There are some words, like ‘Amen’ and ‘Alleluia’ which are so commonly used in the Church that we don’t bother to translate them; we keep them in the original Hebrew.  
 
There was another such word in the early Church, ‘Maranatha’, ‘Come Lord, come’. It was on everybody’s lips. It’s not so readily understood nowadays; it has rather gone out of fashion in the last thousand years or so. 
Perhaps that’s because if we think of ourselves as criminals in the dock, we may not be too anxious for the judge to arrive. Let him tarry as long as he will, we shall be grateful for the delay. But if we think about his 
justice as the prophets taught, and as Jesus taught, and as the early Christians thought, then we will be clamouring day and night, ‘Come, Lord Jesus! Come as the righteous judge to put an end to oppression and tyranny! 
Maranatha! Come, Lord, come!’  

 
 
This coming Wednesday will be the last week we will have Exposition of the Blessed 
sacrament until the beginning of the new year. 
 
Sr Mary Rose asks that all Ministers of the Eucharist be at Mass on Christmas 
morning to take Holy Communion to the sick and housebound. If you are not 
available, please let Sister know as soon as possible. 
 
Wednesday of this week is Foundation Day for the Sisters of Mercy, marking their 
foundation in 1832. This day is marked with prayers for vocations worldwide. There 
will be Mass in the Convent on Wednesday at 12 noon, followed by Exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament until 2.00 p.m. 
 
Would the people who subscribed to the Proclaiming our Faith Initiative please 
collect envelopes addressed to them at the door of the Parish Centre before or 
after the Masses.  These envelopes contain a Newsletter updating the progress 
of the campaign. 

ANOTHER GREAT SCIAF GIFT 
 

The gift of a Nurse 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.sciaf.org.uk/shop 

 
Thank you for last week’s collection. 
OF £1101. 
There will be a second collection at 
Masses today  for the Poor Mission 
Fund. 
 
 



 

Lourdes  Pilgrimage  2008 
17—25 July  

by Luxury Air-conditioned coach 
Sailing from Hull to Zeebrugge  

Cost  £595  -  Payment plan available 
A Deposit of £50 is needed to book a place,  

asap to be certain, but not later than  
28 February.   Full payment by 1 May 2008. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION   
contact John Mackie  858942 

 

VISIT THE SCIAF WEBSITE FOR REAL 
GIFTS 

http://www.sciaf.org.uk/shop 
 

Invitation to THE  CHILDRENS  LITURGY  GROUP  CHRISTMAS  PARTY  - 
from 3pm to 4.30pm, Sunday 23rd December 2007 in St Peter & St Pauls Church 
Hall.  Entertainment should suit children up to age 10 years [older regular attendees of the 
Liturgy Group would be very welcome to come along and help].  Children under age 3 years 
should be accompanied by an adult carer.  If wishing to attend the Party, please put names on 
the notice by the entrance in the Church Hall.  [40 places max].  We have been told that Santa 
may take time out from his busy schedule to make an appearance at the party! 

 

 
Christmas Masses 

 
Monday 24th December 

 
8.30 p.m. [Vigil Mass] 

 
11.30 p.m.  -  Carols, leading into Mass at 

Midnight 
 

Tuesday 25th December 
 Mass at 10.30 a.m. 

 
‘Preparing for the Birth of the Saviour’ 

 
DEANERY PENITENTIAL SERVICE 

for all parishes in the City of Dundee 
 

Monday 17th December 
7.00 p.m. 

St Francis, Tullideph Road 
 

A reflection by Fr Martin Pletts and the opportunity of individual 
confession with a number of priests available. 

 


