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 Parish Priest:  Mgr Kenneth McCaffrey VG 
 E Mail:   ken.mccaffrey@btopenworld.com 
 Parish Website: www.stpeterandstpaul.co.uk 
 Webmaster:  Andrew Kelly 
 Deacon:   Rev Charles Hendry [818183] 
 Parish Sister:  Sister Mary Rose [322304] 
 Hall Manager:  John Mackie [858942] 
 Bookings:   johnmackie4@btinternet.com 
The Charity Shop and Repository within the parish Centre in Mil-
ton Street is open from 10.30—2.00 on Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday. 
 

26th Sunday of Year C  -  30th September 2007 
This Week 

 Monday:  Mass at 10.00 a.m. [St Teresa] 
 Tuesday:  Mass at 10.00 a.m. [Guardian Angels] 
 Wednesday: Mass at 10.00 a.m. 
 Thursday:  Mass at 11.00 a.m. [St Francis of Assisi] 
 Friday:  Mass at 11.00 a.m. 
 Saturday:  Mass at 11.00 a.m. 

Please note the times of Mass each day this week 



SUNDAY MASS 
Anticipated Mass on Saturday at 6.00 p.m. 

Mass on Sunday at 9.30 a.m.  and 11.30 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCH REFURBISHMENT 
 

A very positive meeting took place last Tuesday and, as a 
result, the following dates were agreed for the alterations to 
the Hall and refurbishment of the Church. 
Work on the Parish Hall [relocation of fire exit] will begin on 
Monday 8th October and is due for completion on Friday 26th 
October 
Work on the refurbishment of the Church will begin on Monday 
29th October and is due for completion on Friday 8th February 
2008. 
This will necessitate the use of the Parish Hall for 
Saturday and Sunday Mass with weekday Mass being in the 
Blessed Sacrament Chapel.  Funeral Masses will be arranged 
as necessary in one of the other churches in the area  - St 
Mary’s [Lochee], Our Lady of Victories, St Patrick’s or St 
Francis. 
Unfortunately we will not have the use of the Church for 
Christmas but will look forward in anticipation to the great 
celebration of the Easter Triduum in a beautiful prayerful 
setting. 

 
We pray for:  Kenny Macdonald, Rose Farquhar, Helen 
Traynor, Caleb Gardiner & Cathy Quinn who are ill;  for 
Donald Reid, Margaret Grant, Neil Burns, Frances Smith & 
Patricia Bryant who died recently; and for Robert Weir and all 
whose anniversaries occur at this time. 



 

Would you like to come to the party? 
 
Parties are very much double-edged. They can welcome and they can exclude. The rich man of our 
parable welcomes his five brothers to his party. He excludes Lazarus from his party. Lazarus lies 
day after day in the gateway, which is the outward sign of the sumptuous interior of the house. 
Lazarus doesn't even get an occasional doggie-bag of goodies to alleviate his hunger. He longs for 
even the leftovers. Indeed he is so weak that he is unable to fend off the feral doggies who lick his 
ulcerating sores.  
After death, all gets reversed. The angels escort Lazarus to the bosom of Abraham, which is an 
image of heaven that implies the religious integrity of Lazarus, while the rich man finds himself 
suffering in Hades.  
This reversal is not simply because Lazarus was poor and the rich man was rich. It is because the 
rich man neglected Lazarus day after day. The rich man has despised Lazarus, had excluded him 
from ever attending the party. He had not treated him as a human being of equal dignity. Even in 
Hades the rich man treats Lazarus as an errand-boy.  
The message of the parable is therefore -- in part -- do good, use your wealth to feed the hungry 
and care for the sick. After death there can be no exchange between Lazarus and the rich man. 
Destinies in the afterlife are determined by people's right actions, or otherwise, in this life.  
Our first reading from Amos is another warning to the rich and powerful who party on regardless 
of the ruin of the nation. Theirs is a doomed, fin-de-siècle life. Amos criticizes their luxurious 
menus -- finest veal and bowls full of wine every day. Amos criticizes their behaviour -- sprawling 
around on beds of ivory. He criticizes their music. David the hero-king of old had been a skilled 
musician and composer of psalms. This elite, supposedly descendants of David who officially share 
the same faith as David, choose instead to mock him and his trust in God by accompanying their 
drinking songs with bizarre new instruments.  
Underneath all this, Amos is criticizing their misplaced religious trust. They trust in the security of 
their capital city Zion (Jerusalem) and in the security of the un-named capital of the Northern 
kingdom. They believe that they are the chosen ones, living in God's chosen cities. They abandon 
and despise outsiders, the poor and especially those who live with integrity.  
Amos tells us that these people who trust in their wealth will be the first to be exiled, sent off 
penniless to a distant corner of a foreign land to work for others. Amos's words and the words of 
other prophets like Hosea were remembered. Some scholars think that these prophecies may have 
influenced the formulation of parts of the Old Testament law, found in the Torah. Amos's words 
will always be a reminder of the call from God for social justice and social inclusion.  
The parable, though, carries on. The rich man asks that someone be sent from the dead. Surely his 
brothers will listen to such a person and repent, turn from their life of exclusive partying, and 
choose to care for the poor. Here there is a delicious double irony in the parable. First it may not 
be coincidental that the poor man is called Lazarus, a name which means "God helps". We know from 
John's Gospel the story of how Jesus restored life to his friend Lazarus, the brother of Mary and 
Martha. What happened? The authorities wanted to put Lazarus to death as well as Jesus. They did 
not want Lazarus around, let alone want to listen to him. Lazarus reminded them all too effectively 
of Jesus and his mission.  
Second, of course, is that Jesus did return from the dead. He invites us to repent and avoid the 
fate of the rich man in the parable. Do we listen to Jesus? Do we care for the poor, those living 
near us and those living far away but tied to us by commercial bonds?  
Do we try to live with integrity, listening to those asking difficult questions about our life-style or 
priorities? Do we party with an exclusive group of carefully selected like-minded friends, or do we 
gather at the Eucharist, the promise of an inclusive party in heaven?  



PARISH SERVICES 
 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word at 11.30 a.m. Mass on Sundays. 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation on Saturdays after Mass 
until 10.45, and from 5.00 to 5.30 p.m. 

 
THANK YOU: for last week’s collection of £863.30 

 
PARISH ACTIVITIES 

 
PRIZE BINGO  

In the Church Hall this Sunday, 30th September in aid of Dundee Argyle 
[under 19] Football Club. This to help a group of young boys pay their League 
Fees. Tickets are £1 from Morya Foley. 
 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION…. 
 
Mgr Creegan will celebrate Mass from Thursday of this week 
until next Wednesday. These Masses will be at 11.00 a.m. I 
shall be in Rome with a group of pupils and staff from St 
Modan’s High School, Stirling, on a trip that was arranged last 
year before our clerical changes were announced. 

READERS LIST 

A new list is available for Readers for October and November.  Prayers 
of the Faithful will now be prepared for each Sunday. The reader of the 
second reading at mass is asked to return to the lectern after the Creed 
and announce the intentions of the Prayers of the Faithful. 

 
**************************************************************** 

 


