
 

 

Parish Priest: Mgr Joseph Creegan    E-mail:   j.creegan@btinternet.com 

Postal Address: 29 Byron Street,  Dundee DD3 6QN      Tel  825067     Fax  812636 

Parish Website:   www.stpeterandstpaul.co.uk   Webmaster:  Andrew Kelly 

Deacon:      Rev Charles Hendry        Tel  818183 

Parish Sister:     Sister Mary Rose      Tel  322304 

Feast of Birth of John the Baptist      24  June  2007 
Next Sunday is the Thirteenth Sunday of the Year   -     Year C 

Sunday  Mass 
Anticipated Mass on Saturday at 6.00pm 
Mass on Sunday at 9.30am  &  11.30am 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word   at the 11.30am Mass 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturday from 10.15am  to  10.45am  

       Saturday from 5.00pm to 5.30pm 

Welcome  to 
St.  Peter  and  St  Paul’s 

Byron Street   -   Dundee 

 
Weekday Mass 

This Week 
Monday at 11.00am 

Tuesday at 11.00am    

Wednesday at 6.30pm only 

Thursday at 11.00am 

Friday at 11.00am and 6.30pm. 

Saturday at 11.00am 

 
Primary 7  Leavers  Mass 

Sunday 24th June is the final Sunday of 

the school term and we invite the young 

people of Primary 7 to be at the centre 

of our celebration at the 11.30am Mass.   

Please join in thanking God for them 

and asking God to bless them as they 

continue their education at St John‟s 

High School. 



 Let us pray for       Caleb Gardiner,  Audrey Soares,   John Linehan,    Chris Donoghue,     

    Helen Traynor,   Paul Winton,   John Dorward,    Elizabeth Kwasnik, 

    Kenny Macdonald,              who are seriously ill, 

 

the sick and housebound:      Liz Donnelly,  Andy Adams,  Marie Fagan,   May Boyle,   

   Helen Devine,  Thea Atkinson,  Moira Brodie,   Jenny Robertson,   June Herd,   

   Joan Robbins,   David Donnet,   Peter Devlin,   Nan Brady, 

 

also     Charles Fyffe    who died recently,    

  

 and     Molly McKenzie,    Elizabeth Munro,   Stasik Kwasnik,    Sarah McGrath,      

         whose anniversaries fall at this time. 

Why we speak in Parables  .  . 
A rabbi, famed for his learning and wit, was asked by his students why he so often illustrated his 

teaching by telling a story.  “That I can best explain through a story” he said:   

          “a Parable about Parable itself. 

There was a time when Truth went among men unadorned, as naked as his name. And whoever saw 

Truth turned away, in fear or shame and gave him no welcome.  So Truth wandered through the 

lands of the earth, rebuffed and unwanted. 

One day, most disconsolate, he met Parable, strolling along happily, in fine coloured clothes. 

“Truth, why do you seem so sad?”  asked Parable cheerfully. 

“Because I am so old, ugly and boring, that all people avoid me”  replied Truth. 

“Nonsense” laughed Parable.  “That is not why people avoid you.  Here, borrow some of my clothes 

and see what happens.”    So Truth donned some of Parable‟s bright and lovely garments and then, 

everywhere he went, he was welcomed”   the rabbi smiled. 

For the truth is that people cannot face Truth naked;  they much prefer him disguised.” 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to 
those who 
organised 
the May 
Procession 
which we 
held last 
Sunday. 



Children write to God   . . . .  
 

Dear Mr God:  How do you feel about people 

who do not believe in you?   Someone else wants 

to know.  A friend, Neil. 

 

Dear God,   What is it like when you die?  

Nobody will tell me.   Your friend, Mike. 

PS  I just want to know, I don’t want to do it. 

 

Dear God,  Church is all right but you could sure 

use some better music.  It is just so slow;  the 

people there obviously have nowhere to go 

afterwards.  Your friend,  John. 

PS  I hope this does not hurt your feelings. 

 

Child coming out of church asks his parents: 

‘Does Mr Wilson know he is supposed to love his 

neighbours?’ 

 

Child saying his night prayers, watched by his 

mother:   I am whispering because I am sure God 

will forgive me, but I am not so sure about you. 

 

Friday if the Feast of St Peter and St Paul 

It is a holyday of obligation and Mass on 

Friday will be at 11.00am  and  6.30pm 
 

 

 

THANK  YOU   
The Dundee Branch of the Society for the 

Protection of Unborn Children wishes to thank 

all those who supported the recent Bingo Event.  

The sum raised was £300.   Special thanks to 

Anna and Sheila who helped on the night and to 

John Mill who called the numbers.                
 

 
WEDNESDAY  ADORATION   

There will be Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament on Wednesday 27 June, then no 
further Exposition till after the holidays and 
further notice 

 

BEREAVEMENT   MASS 
Mass will be celebrated at 6.30pm on 

Wednesday 27th June for those who are 

bereaved and particularly for those who have 

lost loved ones during the past year. 

One of the ‘bad’ words of our society is 
segregation.  The term is used to denigrate 
Catholic schools.  Many years ago a wonderful 
theologian called Henri de Lubac wrote in these 
terms: 

 
“We are right in not consenting to let ourselves 

be shut up in any sort of ghetto erected either by 

ourselves or others.   

But we must take equal care not to 

misunderstand the condition essential to those 

who are „set apart‟, which relative to the world, 

is the lot of every Christian.   

If the world sees us truly alive in our sanctified 

withdrawal from it as well as in our keen 

scrutiny of all that such a dedication entails, 

there will be no lack of others who will be 

drawn by this manner of life and who will no 

longer want to be separated from us.   

And by our means the miracle of the attraction 

of Christ will be perpetuated. 

Attract by sanctified segregation.” 

 The Renovation and Re-ordering of the church 

will begin in September.   

There has been some delay for repairs to the 

roof and to allow the walls to dry, but the 

renovation will take place according to the 

plans discussed at the parish meetings. 



Professor Richard Dawkins, who is well known for promoting atheism is also very critical of the 
widespread use of horoscopes.  He asks:  “Why can‟t we sue astrologers who have misadvised 

people into taking, say, disastrous business decisions?  Why are they not prosecuted for false 

representations under the Trades Descriptions Act?   Why are they not jailed for fraud?”  
This Sunday we celebrate the birth of a man whose work was to bring people back to reality, 

encouraging them not to be taken in by things that just feel good or make flimsy promises. 
The philosopher David Hume countered some nonsense of his day by saying:  “I invite anyone 

who believes that the laws of physics are mere social conventions to try transgressing those 
conventions from the windows of my apartment.  I live on the 10th floor.” 

 

John the Baptist is portrayed in the Gospels as a 
fierce man, someone who did not live in ordinary 

society.  He was marked out even more by his 
teaching:  he encouraged people to be real and to 

get real.  He was not trying to win followers for 

himself;  he was warning them that the world as 
they knew it was over:  God was calling the whole 

thing off.   It seems amazing that a message as 
frightening as that would attract anyone.  But it did 

and attracted so many that the Roman Empire watched John very carefully.  All the investigative 
sources of their equivalent of the Secret Police were aimed at John for any possible violation of 

the Patriot Act. 

 
The Baptist‟s followers were a mixed bag.  Some saw in John what they wanted to see, some 

because they wanted God to take a more active part in governing the world, some looking for a 
signal to rise up against Rome and make their country free again.  Others were camp-followers, 

along for the ride, the excitement, anything to escape their inconsequential boring lives.    

For one man, however, the Baptist was an answer to prayer.  For Jesus, John was a prophet to 
speak God‟s will out loud while Jesus was still in the privacy and safety of his own soul.   So Jesus 

asked John to baptise him.  Much has been made over why a sinless man would be baptised, but 
in asking John to baptise him, Jesus expressed his solidarity with the Baptist.  For Jesus it was the 

time of the desert and we all need the desert.   Not the literal sand, but some space in our world 

and the opportunity to face our own spirit.   There is a saying that every person in your dreams is 
yourself in disguise, revealing something about you and inviting you to follow.  Certainly Jesus 

was tempted to feed himself instead of trusting to God for food;  to use miracles to overpower 
people‟s resistance,  to expect God to preserve him from all harm.  The angels came just in time.  

It was the memory of the Baptist which led Jesus to his own mission, vocation and role as 
prophet.   

 

John was a prophet.  WH Auden wrote:  Whatever spiritual rewards there may be for a prophet, 
they are unknowable and unimaginable.  All he knows is that he is called to forsake everything he 
has been, to venture into an unknown and probably unpleasant future.  It is impossible to imagine 
this calling being echoed by a man‟s natural desire.         
    Any genuine prophet must surely say  „I would not, but alas, I must‟. 
   
There are occasions when we need to compromise, to meet people half way.  Just as surely there 

are times when we need to despise compromise, when we must take our chance with truth and 
reality.  So much of our consumer society is directed to shielding us from harsh realities.  There 

are not many John the Baptists around, but those whom God calls and sends work to speak and 
witness to his truth and eventually to his Truth, Jesus Christ. 

In  touch  with  reality  

 


