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SUNDAY MASSSUNDAY MASS   
Saturday [anticipated Mass of Sunday] : 6.00 p.m.  

             SUNDAY :  9.30am and 11.30 a.m.  
 

 Monday:   No Morning Mass  
    Vigil Mass at 8.30 p.m.  
    Carols & Midnight Mass at 11.30 p.m.  
 Tuesday:   Mass at 10.30 a.m.  
 Wednesday:  No Mass  
 Thursday:   Mass at 10.00 a.m.  [St John]  
 Friday:   Mass at 10.00 a.m.  [Holy Innocents]  
 Saturday:   No Morning Mass  
    Anticipated Mass of Sunday at 6.00 p.m.  
 

  Mass in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel on weekdays  

There is Morning Mass in St Francis on Wednesday & Saturday at 

10.00 a.m.  

Sunday 23rd December 2007  
FOURTH  SUNDAY IN ADVENT  

Year A [The year of St Matthew]  

Parish Priest: Mgr Ken McCaffrey V G  
E Mail: ken.mccaffrey@btopenworld.com  

Parish website:  www.stpeterandstpaul.co.uk  

Webmaster: Andrew Kelly  

Deacon: Rev Charles Hendry [818183]  

Parish Sister: Sister Mary Rose [322304]  

Hall Manager: John Mackie 858942  

Bookings: johnmackie4@btinternert.com  

The Charity Shop and Repository within the parish 

centre are open from 10.30 - 2.00pm on Monday, 

Tuesday and Wednesdays 



EMMANUEL -  GOD WITH US   

ôEmmanuel, a name which means òGod is with usó.õ And a very good name it is too for Christ, God incarnate, God made man. What a lot of meaning is packed into those three words, ôGod with usõ. Especially that little word 

ôwithõ. It has, it seems to me, three meanings, and all of them apply to Christ, our Emmanuel.  

 

The most obvious meaning of ôwithõ is ôin the company ofõ. I am going to the pictures: will you come with me? In a marriage, in a friendship, two people are with each other; they spend time together; they do the same 

things, go the same places. If a marriage or a friendship is broken by death, or a divorce, or a quarrel, people miss more th an anything the simple presence of the other person. We would give anything to have that person 

back, simply to be there with us. We read in the Book of Genesis that God was with Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden. He wal ked with them in the cool of the evening, he shared their paradise, shared their world. That 

intimacy was broken by sin; mankind endured as it were a bereavement, or a divorce from God; but we find the intimacy restore d in Christ. Once more God walks on our hills, beside our rivers; he shares our experience, 

keeps us company. He eats and drinks with us, talks with us, as a man talks to his friend. God is with us.  

 

But that little word ôwithõ has another meaning. A lecturer may pause in the middle of a complicated explanation and say, ôAre you with me?õ That is to say, ôDo you understand me?õ Now we are very complicated beings. We 

scarcely understand ourselves. How can anybody else begin to understand the complexity of our motives, our thoughts, our acti ons? I try to prepare a good Confession. Did I really mean that hurtful remark, or did it just 

slip out in the heat of the moment? I scarcely know, I scarcely have that degree of insight into my own character.  

 

Does God really understand us, through and through? Yes, of course he does. As our Creator, he knows by name every atom that has gone into us, he knows our thoughts and motives infinitely better than we do ourselves. 

But more than this, he has got to know us, intimately, from the inside, by becoming one of us. He has learned to feel compass ion for human suffering, he has felt that wrenching ache in his stomach as he looked at the man 

deformed by leprosy, or listened to the hysterical sobbing of the woman whose only son had died. He has felt the warm glow im parted by human goodness, as he saw the widow give her last coins to the Temple, to serve 

Godõs glory. And he has felt, too, the very real limitations of human goodness, the extent to which evil has corrupted and defor med our natures. He felt that very clearly in the nails which pierced his hands, in the scourge 

which bit into his back, in the thorns which raked his head, in the spittle which defiled his face. Yes, God in Christ knows all there is to know about us; in that sense too, he is God with us.  

 

And there is a third sense to that little word ôwithõ. My father fought with Monty: not against him, but on his side. If God is with us, who can be against us? There is a story in the Second Book of Kings. The King of Syria 

sent an army to arrest the prophet Elisha. When Elishaõs servant looked out, he saw that they were surrounded by an army with horses and chariots. He said to Elisha, ôWhat shall we do?õ Elisha said, ôDo not be afraid, for 

those that are with us are more than those that are with them.õ And his servants eyes were opened, and he saw that the mountain was full or horses and chariots of fire -  the army of the Lord. Too often in our lives, 

things go badly wrong. We lose our partners, our friends, our jobs, our self -esteem. Things are against us. Nevertheless, those that are with us are more than those who are against us, for God is with us, he will send us his 

angels to watch over us. He has sent us more than his angels, he has sent us his Son, Emmanuel, God -with -us. Christ is with us, at our side, on our side, showing Godõs solidarity with us, whether we face injustice, or spite, 

or misunderstanding , or calamity, even when we try to face up to the less pleasant aspects of our own character. He fights with us; not against us, but on our side, against oppression, against our weakness. Come, Emmanuel, Godôs presence among us, our 

King, our Judge, save us, Lord our God!  
 

Sr Mary Rose asks that all Ministers of the Eucharist be at Mass on Christmas 
morning to take Holy Communion to the sick and housebound. If you are not 
available, please let Sister know as soon as possible.  
 
New Rotas are available for Ministers of the Eucharist and Readers or the first few 
months of 2008.  
 

Would the people who subscribed to the Proclaiming our Faith Initiative please 

collect envelopes addressed to them at the door of the Parish Centre before or 

after the Masses.   These envelopes contain a Newsletter updating the progress 

of the campaign.  

 

GIFT AID 
OSCR  -  the Charity Regulators 
have decided that all Gift Aid now 
come under the umbrella of the 
Diocese as the named charity, all 
those who have generously 
supported Gift Aid need reaffirm 
their commitment.  
The new forms, requiring your 
signature will be available in the 
Parish Centre before and after all 
Masses this weekend.  
Please see Brida or Margaret and 
complete your form as soon as 
possible.  

 

Thank you for last weekõs collection. 

of £766  

Parish Hogmanay Dinner Dance  
Tickets are now on sale  

 
ôBring in the New Year on Holy Groundõ 

Next Sunday is the Solemnity of the Holy Family of Jesus, 

Mary & Joseph. 

 

Tuesday, January 1st. is the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of 

God. 

 

Sunday, January 6th., is the Solemnity of the Epiphany 

No Weekday Mass on Wednesday & Saturday of this week. There will be 

Morning Mass in St Francisô and St Maryôs [Lochee] on these days at 10.00 a.m. 




