
 

 

Parish Priest: Mgr Joseph Creegan    E-mail:   j.creegan@btinternet.com 

Postal Address: 29 Byron Street,  Dundee DD3 6QN      Tel  825067     Fax  812636 

Parish Website:   www.stpeterandstpaul.co.uk   Webmaster:  Andrew Kelly 

Deacon:      Rev Charles Hendry        Tel  818183 

Parish Sister:     Sister Mary Rose      Tel  322304 

Third  Sunday  of  the  Year        21  January  2007 
Next Sunday is the Fourth Sunday of the Year -  Year C 

Sunday  Mass 
Anticipated Mass on Saturday at 6.00pm 
Mass on Sunday at 9.30am  &  11.30am 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word   at the 11.30am Mass 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturday from 10.15am  to  10.45am  

       Saturday from 5.00pm to 5.30pm 

 

Welcome  to 
St.  Peter  and  St  Paul’s 

Byron Street   -   Dundee 

 
Weekday Mass 

This Week 
Monday at 11.00am     [Funeral]  

Tuesday at 11.00am 

NO Mass on Wednesday 

Thursday at 11.00am 

NO Mass on Friday   

NO Mass on Saturday morning. 

The Charity Shop and Repository within 

the Parish Centre in Milton Street are open 

Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday from 

10.30am till 2pm. 

Visitors to the Parish Centre are always 

welcome and helpers are always needed.  

Contact John Mackie, the Manager of the 

Parish Centre, for all bookings and 

enquiries:   tel  858942  or 

Email:  john.mackie4@btinternet.com 



Let us pray for       Audrey Soares,    Margaret Smith,   Caleb Gardiner,   Moira Malcolm,   

             who are seriously ill, 

 

the sick and housebound:      June Herd,   Thea Atkinson,   Jenny Robertson,   Helen Devine,   

 Moira Brodie,   Ingrid Brodie,   Liz Donnelly,   Andy Adams,   Marie Fagan,  May Boyle,   

 

also     Andy Wightman,   Grace Keenan,    who died recently  

 

 and     Margaret Kelsey,   Ellen Boyle,   Rachel Henderson,   Lily Golden,   John Golden,   

      Madge Golden,      whose anniversaries fall at this time. 

Weapons   
of  Mass  Destruction 

 
A member of the Scottish Parliament has published  a 
consultation document on a proposal to make it an 
offence to participate in the preparation, threatening to 
use or use of weapons of indiscriminate mass 
destruction.       This would make it illegal to maintain, 
let alone use, nuclear weapons. 
 

He will probably not succeed in having such a law passed in the Scottish Parliament, because the 

Government seems determined to press ahead with another system of nuclear weapons, but the 

proposal certainly poses a moral question for our times.  A weapon of mass destruction is, by 

definition, a weapon whose destructive power cannot be contained within space or time.  The poison 

gas clouds generated by a modern nuclear explosion would be scattered around the world on the 

wind.  The use of such weapons, such as the UK currently owns, would inevitably result in the 

indiscriminate murder of millions of innocent people in many countries and continents and would 

poison their environment for dozens, if not hundreds of years. 

 

Whatever other nations may do, the question for Scotland is:  are we going to act justly before God 

and before our fellow men and women, including those of future generations and those of other 

nations?     A moral issue demands an answer.    The Prime Minister has also asked for views.  What 

are your views?    Here are the views of some other people: 

 

On the costs of the nuclear programme:    “unacceptably expensive, economically wasteful and 

militarily unsound”      Chancellor Gordon Brown on Trident 1984. 

 

“Now is the time to consider, with eyes of a 21st century faith, what our country might be like 

without the shadow of nuclear weapons that hangs over us.”    Cardinal Keith O’Brien 

 

 “In a nuclear war there would be no victors, only 

 victims.  The truth of peace requires that all agree 

 to change their course ………..and strive for a 

 progressive and concerted nuclear disarmament.             

     Pope Benedict  XVI 

 

“I do not think that anyone pretends that the independent 

nuclear deterrent is a defence against terrorism.”      Tony Blair     2005 

 

 If you would like further information 
about Michael Matheson’s proposal, 
please contact me.  There are 12 
consultation questions which I will print 
and leave at the back of the church for 
those who wish to respond. 



St Peter and St Paul’s  Theatre Group 

Burns Supper   Saturday 27th January  
(Doors open at 7.00pm for 7.30 start)  

 

Tickets priced £7.50 are 

available from members of the 

Theatre Group  

and after Sunday Mass.  

Full traditional burns meal.  

Live Music. 

 Only 100 tickets. 

 

 

The husband of a well known author stayed at 

home while his wife was regularly away at the 

book-launch.  On such occasions she impressed 

on him the need to look after her cat and he was 

in no doubt as to how much she loved her cat.  So 

when the cat was killed he sent a telegram 

immediately:  “You cat is dead.”    She was 

inconsolable and chastised him for the way he 

had given her the news.  “I thought you would 

want to know right away” he protested.  “Yes” 

she said, “but you should have broken it to me 

gently.  You should have sent a telegram saying  

“Tabby is on the roof and won‟t come down” 

then another a few hours later saying  “Tabby 

has slipped off the roof”, then a final one saying  

“Tabby has passed away”.    

„I will try to remember, dear,‟ he promised. 

On her next trip away she received a telegram: 

“Your mother is on the roof   and won‟t come 

down.” 

There will be a special collection for the  

African Missions next Sunday  -  28th Jan. 

 
Journey of Faith 

begins again 7.30pm  Thursday 1st February  

(not  25 January as previously advertised). 

 
 

As you know we are open to advertising in the 

Newsletter any events which may benefit 

parishioners.  I am still wondering about this one, 

but erring on the option that some men may find it 

useful: 

NEW EVENING CLASSES FOR MEN  
 These classes are open only to men, but of all ages 

 Note:      Due to the complexity and level of 

difficulty, each course will accept a maximum of 

eight participants 

  

Day 1 

 HOW TO FILL ICE CUBE TRAYS 

Step by step guide with slide presentation 

  

TOILET ROLLS - DO THEY GROW ON 

HOLDERS?  -  roundtable discussion. 

 

DIFFERENCES BETWEEN LAUNDRY BASKET 

AND FLOOR   -  Practical session. 

 

DISHES & CUTLERY  -  their journey to and from 

the Dishwasher.    -  Debate among panel of experts 

 

LOSS OF VIRILITY   -  Losing the remote control 

to your significant other  -  helpline and support. 

 

Day 2 

EMPTY MILK CARTONS  -  Do they belong to 

the fridge or the bin?   Group discussion & role play 

 

HEALTH WATCH  -  Bringing her flowers is not 

harmful to your health   -  Powerpoint presentation 

 

REAL MEN ASK FOR DIRECTIONS  -  Real life 

testimonial from one man who did. 

 

IS IT GENETICALLY POSSIBLE TO SIT 

QUIETLY AS SHE PARALLEL PARKS ?   

Driving simulation. 

 

HOW TO BE THE IDEAL SHOPPING 

COMPANION    -      Relaxation techniques, 

meditation and breathing exercises. 

 

REMEMBERING IMPORTANT DATES  -  Bring 

your Diary or PDA to class. 

St William’s church announces its 

Frequent Attender programme  —   

  free upgrades to aisle seats and a 

complimentary chocolate on the kneeler. 

 

 



When God wanted to get a job done he did not choose a committee, he chose a person.  Mary 
was chosen,  Peter, Andrew and the rest were all chosen by Jesus.  You never see a monument 

erected to a committee.  In the Old Testament too,  God chose leaders:  Abraham, Joseph, 

Moses, Joshua, David, Ezra and Nehemiah.  I mention the last two because they feature in the 
reading we hear this Sunday.  The literature attributed to this pair grew out of a time when the 

Israelites were without an earthly king and were learning, once again, to rely solely on God for 
guidance and inspiration.  During those years of Persian domination, after Cyrus conquered 

Babylon, Ezra the priest-scribe and Nehemiah the governor of Judah engineered a faith-forming 
enterprise to reconstruct not only the physical and political infrastructure of their homeland but 

also its wounded faith and struggling spirituality.   The task which faced them, and to which they 

brought leadership, inspiration and wisdom was not unlike our situation in Scotland today. 
 

Ezra and Nehemiah were God’s gift to his people for that time.  Leaders are gifted to the 
community.  In the second reading this Sunday we hear that God has designated or appointed 

(gifts) to his Church and the Scriptures outline the people who are given to the Church.   These 

(and all leaders whom God gives)  convey, interpret and inspire with a wisdom that comes from 
above. It is significant that our society is referred to as ‘post-modern’,  that is, we are not very 

sure what we are or where we are, we just know we have passed beyond what we had and 
where we were. We need leaders.  The essential role of the leader is to define reality, to interpret 

truth and wisdom to a new generation.    Leighton Ford puts it thus:   
  True leaders are marked by loyalty for they seek another’s cause,   

   by fidelity for they tell another’s truth,  

   by humility for they accept another’s results,  
   by constancy for they wait for another’s time and  

   by expectancy for they dream of another’s glory. 
 

The late Pope John Paul II was a leader.  God chose him at a young age (for a Pope) and it has 

been a tragic paradox that he did not echo that wisdom when he appointed bishops throughout 
his pontificate.  In Scotland bishops are appointed in their sixties;  how did God manage with 

David (who was too young) and Mary, the immature Peter and the rest?  Today we forsake 
leadership for narrow orthodoxy.  Our Scriptures and tradition tell a different story.   God chose 

people who could ‘hold the word and the vision before the eyes, ears and hands of the people, 

until they were able, gradually and with confidence to take it in their own hands and lives’. 
 

As Nehemiah relates in this reading, the people had assembled at the Water Gate;  
present  to hear Ezra proclaim God’s word in their hearing were men, women and 

children old enough to understand.  God’s word that day consisted of the Torah, 
literally translated it means teachings or instructions.  Accepting the word as set 

before them that day, with all its blessings and challenges, the people responded 

with one voice:  Amen!  Amen!     In our second reading Paul’s first letter to the 
Church in Corinth presupposes a gathering of believers:  men, women and children 

old enough to understand.  This letter brings the wisdom and insights, teaching and 
preaching of the leader who had introduced them to Christ.  Again in the Gospel, 

the same kind of gathering listens to Jesus, the leader whom God has given.   

And last, but not least, we gather in St Peter and St Paul’s:  men, women and 
children old enough to understand.  We too are blessed and challenged by God’s 

word.  Shall we, like Ezra and the Israelites, find in the word of God a cause that 
will rouse our faith and a plan that will inspire us?  Shall we, like Paul’s congregation, hear the 

word and know that we are uniquely blessed, capable of being salt, light, guidance and inspiration 
to our struggling ‘post-modern’ times? 

God  chooses  Leaders 

 


