
 

 
 Welcome  to 

St.  Peter  and  St  Paul’s 
Byron Street   -   Dundee  

for 

LENT   2007 

Parish Priest: Mgr Joseph Creegan   E-mail:   j.creegan@btinternet.com      

Postal Address: 29 Byron Street,  Dundee DD3 6QN       Tel  825067     
Parish Website:    www.stpeterandstpaul.co.uk   Webmaster:  Andrew Kelly 

Deacon:      Rev Charles Hendry        Tel  818183 

Parish Sister:     Sister Mary Rose      Tel  322304 

Parish Centre Manager:    John Mackie      Tel  858942 

The Charity Shop / Repository  in Milton Street is open Mon, Tues. Wed.   10.30am—2pm 

Mass this Week: 
 

Mass on Monday at 11.00am 

NO Mass on Tuesday  

NO Mass on Wednesday   

Mass on Thursday at 11.00am   

Mass on Friday at 11.00am  

Mass on Saturday  at 11.00am 

 
 

Sunday Mass Times 
Anticipated Mass on Saturday at 6.00pm 
Mass on Sunday at  9.30am   &  11.30am 

 

Lenten Service & Benediction  each Sunday of Lent at 3.00pm  

Children’s Liturgy of the Word is celebrated at the 11.30am Mass 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation:    Saturday from 10.15am to 10.45am 

       Saturday from 5.00pm to 5.30pm 

Fourth Sunday of Lent   18 March 2007      Year C 
Next Sunday is the 5th Sunday of Lent 



  

 

 

 

 
 

 

Let us pray for       Margaret Smith,   Audrey Soares,    John Linehan,   Caleb Gardiner,    

   Michael Connelly,   Bill O’Neill,    Helen Traynor,   Kenny Macdonald,        

          who are seriously ill. 

 

the sick and housebound:     Winnie Reilly,   Rose Brady,   Nan Brady,   Janet Thomson,   

  Peter Devlin,   David Donnet,    James Harvey,    Jenny Robertson,     June Herd,   

  John Davidson,    Moira Brodie,    Ingrid Brodie,    Thea Atkinson,    Andy Adams,   

  Marie Fagan,   May Boyle,   Liz Donnelly,    

 

and those whose anniversaries fall at this time       Sara Feeney,   Marjory Andrews. 

Last week I sent a cheque to SCIAF  for 

£589.    This is money which parishioners 

have handed to me over the past few months.   

Thank you for your kindness to the poor of the world. 

 
Bishop Moran, President of SCIAF,  points out that the 

small change we bring the SCIAF  “wee box”  may not 

seem much, but the small change in thousands of these “wee boxes” adds up to huge changes for 

the poor of the developing world.   

 

Think of the many children orphaned by HIV/Aids in Africa, 

where most of the world’s 40million HIV positive people live.  

One little boy’s granny takes him to a SCIAF supported centre in 

Uganda, where he is enrolled in school and given a meal every 

day.  He begins to dream of a different future.  His prospects have 

changed. 

 

Think of a mother living in a slum in Zambia.  She fetches water 

from a tap in the street.  Some days she cannot afford to eat.  Now 

she hears that her country’s debt has been cancelled because  

people like you campaigned for an end to it.  She is so grateful for 

the concern of people she has never met, such as you.   

Her community is changed. 

 

Think of Kim, the woman whose picture is on your SCIAF 

Lenten box.  She lives in Cambodia, where millions of people 

don’t know where their next meal will come from.  A local 

organisation, funded by SCIAF, teaches her to grow food and 

care for the local environment.  Her life is changed, indeed 

transformed. 

 

So these boxes may 

be very small, with 

only small change, 

but together they 

enable SCIAF to  

  fund some amazing work among the poor. 
THANKS TO ALL OF YOU WHO SUPPORT SCIAF. 

 

BRAZIL 
Land reform is a crucial issue 
in Brazil.  SCIAF is working 
with local organisation CPT 
to provide legal advice and 
support to communities who 
are struggling to secure land. 
They are helped to campaign 
for their rights.  After a 7 year 
battle 200 families were able 
to secure land in the last 
year.  This means they can 
grow food and build homes 
and schools.  

INDIA 
Kanyajumari was affected by the 
Asian Tsunami in 2004.  The 
Claretians are building houses 
for 120 families whose homes 
were damaged by the tsunami.  
The houses were so close to the 
sea that the families are now 
afraid to return to them.  SCIAF 
is funding 20 houses for families 
who are currently living in 

NICARAGUA 
SCIAF is working with local 
organisation, Cantera, to combat 
hunger and protect the 
environment.  Through the 
provision of seeds, pigs, tools and 
training, villages and communities 
are learning how to grow food and 
care for the land.            



The Perspective of Children 
 

On the first day of school, a child in Primary 1 

handed his teacher a note from his mother. The 

note read, "The opinions expressed by this child 

are not necessarily those of his parents." 

 

A woman was trying hard to get the ketchup out 

of the bottle. During her struggle the phone rang 

so she asked her 4-year-old daughter to answer 

the phone. "Mummy can't come to the phone to 

talk to you right now. She's hitting the bottle." 

 

 

A little boy got lost at the YMCA and found 

himself in the women's locker room. When he 

was spotted, the room burst into shrieks, with 

ladies grabbing towels and running for cover. 

The little boy watched in amazement and then 

asked, "What's the matter, haven't you ever seen 

a little boy before?" 

 

 

A little boy opened the big family bible. He was 

fascinated as he fingered through the old pages. 

Suddenly, something fell out of the Bible. He 

picked up the object and looked at it. What he 

saw was an old leaf that had been pressed in 

between the pages. "Mum, look what I 

found," the boy called out. "What have you got 

there, dear?" With astonishment in the young 

boy's voice, he answered, "I think it's  Adam's 

underwear." 

Fundraising  
for The Dystonia Society    

A Prize Bingo will be held in the Parish 
Centre on Sunday, 25 March 2007 at 7pm 
Tickets at £1 include refreshments and are 
now available from Monica Docherty or 
Moyra Foley.  

 

 
 

There will be a special collection this 

Sunday for the Sick and Retired 

Priests’ Fund. 

 

There will be a special collection on 

Palm Sunday for SCIAF.   

Palm Sunday falls on 1st April.   

 

 

St Peter and St Paul’s 
Theatre Group 

is producing 

South Pacific 
12 -  14  April 

See Poster at the back of the church 

 

 

 

A Lenten Opportunity  . . . . . . . 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation will 

be celebrated in St Francis church at 

7pm on Monday 26 March. 
The priests from the Deanery of Dundee 

will be present and there will be 

opportunity for individual Confession. 

 

 

Parish Centre 

Wednesday Lunch Club 
Councillor Jill Shimi visited the Lunch 

Club last Wednesday and was welcomed 

by John Mackie and Con Dailly. 

It was an opportunity to acknowledge the 

great work being done every week by the 

whole team of organisers and those who 

serve lunch to our guests. 

The Wednesday Lunch Club is a good 

example of Christian service. 

Congratulations to you all. 

 

 



When Dostoyevsky realised he was near death he called his children to his side and asked their 
mother to read to them the parable which is our Gospel reading for this Sunday.  With eyes 
closed he listened, absorbed in the words, intent on the vision he held in his mind as the story 
unfolded.  When the reading was finished Dostoyevsky said in a feeble voice:  “My children never 
forget what you have just heard.   I love you dearly but my love is nothing compared with the 

love of God for those who are his creation.  Even if you should be so 
unhappy as to commit a crime in the course of your life, never 
despair of God.  You are God’s children.  Implore his pardon and 
God will rejoice over you as the father rejoiced over the prodigal 
son.” 
 
This wonderful parable of the prodigal son confirms the covenant 
relationship which God offers us.  He is our God,  we are his people.  
Just as the sun can only shine,  God can only love.  He is love.   
Jesus expounded this as the real mystery of our faith:  not our love 
for God but God’s love for us, which is expressed in such 
compassion.   
 

The evidence of evil and sin is abundant.  TV news and the press convince us of the destructive 
power of sin.  Yet in the midst of all that Paul encourages us:  Where you find sin abounds,  
God’s graceful love abounds even more.  No matter how high the toll of evil,  the extent and 
power of God’s compassionate love is even greater.   God’s love is indeed stronger and more 
powerful than sin.  The only word of explanation is the covenant:  that we belong to God and he 
is always faithful.    Jesus offers this parable to confirm that:   the prodigal belonged to his father, 
despite the fact that he had left his father’s house.    
 
In the first reading this Sunday,  Joshua and the Israelites knew the joy and cherished their 
belonging in God.  Having arrived at the destination which they believed was God’s gift to them, a 
land to call their own, they celebrated that event whereby they had become a people liberated 
from slavery and bonded to God in a covenant.  Although they,  like the prodigal, had proved 

themselves unfaithful partners of the covenant relationship they shared with God, they also 
learned that God was eager to reconcile and reinstate those who turned to him.  It was this vision 
of a loving and forgiving God that enabled them to continue to repent and return more times than 
can be counted.   
 
Parents of prodigals can go through anxiety and mental anguish at the loss of their child.  The 
break from the bosom of the family is hard for parents.  All they can do is pray, wait and hope:  
perhaps the prodigal will make contact, re-establish contact, even return?   Jesus conveys all this 
in his parable, as well as the faithful love of the father.  The son went off to a distant land but 
distance is not always geographical.  Someone can be distant who is standing next to us.  It is 
the separation from the one to whom we belong and who belongs to us.    The words of the 
covenant ring across the ages:  You are my people and I am your God.  He never changes and 

even if we are distant he waits, loving and hoping. 
 
We do not usually think of God waiting but he continues to love as he waits.  He is waiting for us 
in the future, a future he has prepared just as surely as the rejoicing father of the prodigal 
prepared the celebration meal.   Dostoyevsky cautioned his children never to despair because 
despair means the end of hope.  Our hope is rooted in something much deeper than the chance 
that things may get better.  Our hope is rooted in that Good News which has been proclaimed 
over the years:  that God still loves us.  Still?    Yes still,  for his love is stronger than our sin. 

A  Love  Stronger  than  Sin 

 


