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SUNDAY MASSSUNDAY MASS  
Saturday [anticipated Mass of Sunday] : 6.00 p.m. 

             SUNDAY : 9.30am and 11.30 a.m. 
 

 Monday:  Mass at 10.00 a.m. 
 Tuesday:  Mass at 10.00 a.m. 
 Wednesday: Mass at 10.00 a.m. 
 Thursday:  Mass at 10.00 a.m.   
 Friday:  Mass at 9.30 a.m. [in the school] 
 Saturday:  No Mass 
 
   The Sacrament of Reconciliation  
   Saturday from 5.00pm - 5.30 p.m.
  

Sunday 16th December 2007 
THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

Year A [The year of St Matthew] 

Parish Priest: Mgr Ken McCaffrey V G 
E Mail: ken.mccaffrey@btopenworld.com 

Parish website:  www.stpeterandstpaul.co.uk 
Webmaster: Andrew Kelly 

Deacon: Rev Charles Hendry [818183] 
Parish Sister: Sister Mary Rose [322304] 

Hall Manager: John Mackie 858942 
Bookings: johnmackie4@btinternet.com 

The Charity Shop and Repository within the parish 
centre are open from 10.30 - 2.00pm on Monday, 

Tuesday and Wednesdays 



JOHN THE BAPTIST  -  DID HE GET IT WRONG?  

 
We normally think of John the Baptist as a strong man of the wilderness — physically strong and unyielding in his convictions. That is the portrait of John we are given in the gospels. Yet, today’s gospel reading reveals a 
more vulnerable side to John the Baptist. There he is in Herod’s dark prison, wracked with doubt, wondering if the person he had identified as the Messiah — Jesus of Nazareth — was really the Messiah after all. From 
his prison cell he sends one of his followers to ask Jesus, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or have we to wait for someone else?’ John was really asking himself, ‘Have I got it wrong?’  
 
Jesus had not quite turned out as John had expected. John had announced that Jesus would be rather like himself, a fiery prophet, with his winnowing fan in his hand, gathering the wheat into his barn and burning the 
chaff in unquenchable fire. However, Jesus was not quite the fiery prophet that John had announced. He was much more the messenger of God’s mercy than of God’s judgement.  
 
It is often the way in life that what happens is not what we expect to happen. People who are significant for us can take paths that surprise and even disappoint us. Plans that we might have cherished do not materialise as 
we would have liked. Hopes we had entertained for some situation or other come to nothing. At such times we can easily identify with John the Baptist’s puzzled question at the beginning of today’s gospel reading. The loss 
of some precious hope or expectation or plan can unsettle us and leave us asking questions of ourselves and of the Lord. We can loose heart and get discouraged. The fight and the fire can go out of us. Our faith can be 
undermined.  
 
As part of his response to John’s puzzled question, Jesus pronounced a beatitude, ‘Happy is the one who does not lose faith in me.’ Jesus was calling on John not to lose faith, not to lose heart, in the midst of his confusion 
and disappointment. In our own dark times when we struggle to let go of some of our most cherished hopes and dreams, the Lord makes the same call on us not to lose faith in him. This is also the message of today’s first 
reading, ‘Strengthen all weary hands, steady all trembling knees, and say to all faint hearts, “Courage! Do not be afraid”. Look your God is coming.’ No matter how bitter disappointment, how great our loss, it is always the 
case that the Lord is coming. This is the great message of Advent. In the words of today’s responsorial psalm, ‘It is the Lord who keeps faith forever’. Because the Lord keeps faith forever, because he is always faithful 
to us, we need not lose faith in him, even when so much else fails us.  
 
That first reading from Isaiah speaks of a wilderness and a wasteland. John the Baptist was in his own wasteland and wilderness as he struggled with great doubt in Herod’s cell. Each of us can find ourselves in something 
of a wilderness for a whole variety of reasons. Indeed, for many people these days coming up to Christmas and the days over Christmas can be something of a wilderness time. Such people find it very hard to enter into 
spirit of Christmas celebration. The readings of this third Sunday of Advent assure us that we are not alone in the wilderness. The God in whom we believe is one who comes into our various wildernesses to transform 
them into places of new life. God comes to us through his Son who makes the deaf hear, the blind see, the lame walk, and who restores the dead to life and proclaims good news to the poor.  
 
The Lord comes to us where we are, as we are, in our need, in our struggles, with our doubts and disappointments. He does not ask us to leave where we are and to meet him in some rarefied space. He speaks into, comes 
into, our own personal wilderness, just as he spoke into John’s prison cell. That is what we celebrate at Christmas. The Word became flesh and dwelt among us. Through his Son, God comes into our lives in all their frailty 
and vulnerability. We do not have to step out of where we are to look for him. He is there already with us in the midst of it, ‘waiting at the gates’, in the words of today’s second reading. We pray that in these days coming 
up to the feast of Christmas we would experience the Lord’s coming to us and that his coming would keep us hopeful in the midst of our disappointments and losses.  

Sr Mary Rose asks that all Ministers of the Eucharist be at Mass on Christmas 
morning to take Holy Communion to the sick and housebound. If you are not 
available, please let Sister know as soon as possible. 
 
New Rotas are available for Ministers of the Eucharist for the first few months of 
2008. 
 
Would the people who subscribed to the Proclaiming our Faith Initiative please 
collect envelopes addressed to them at the door of the Parish Centre before or 
after the Masses.  These envelopes contain a Newsletter updating the progress 
of the campaign. 
 
The Dunkeld News [and the Catholic Papers] are available in the Parish Centre. 
There are also a selection of Christmas cards and Gifts available. 
 
SEE PARISH CENTRE NOTICE BOARD  for Christmas and New Year Functions 

GIFT AID 
OSCR  -  the Charity Regulators 
have decided that all Gift Aid now 
come under the umbrella of the 
Diocese as the named charity, all 
those who have generously 
supported Gift Aid need reaffirm 
their commitment. 
The new forms, requiring your 
signature will be available in the 
Parish Centre before and after all 
Masses this weekend. 
Please see Brida or Margaret and 
complete your form as soon as 
possible. 
 

 
Thank you for last week’s collection. 
OF £1033 
The collection  for the Poor Mission 
Fund was £241. 
 
Please note that Mass on Wednesday 
will be at 10.00 a.m. 
Mass on Friday will be at 9.30 a.m., in 
the school and this mass is open to all 
parishioners. 
There will ne no Mass on Saturday. 



Lourdes  Pilgrimage  2008 
17—25 July  

by Luxury Air-conditioned coach 
Sailing from Hull to Zeebrugge  

Cost  £595  -  Payment plan available 
A Deposit of £50 is needed to book a place,  

asap to be certain, but not later than  
28 February.   Full payment by 1 May 2008. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION   
contact John Mackie  858942 

 

Christmas Carol Concert 
Sunday 23 December at 6.00 p.m. 

Parish Centre 
Come along and join in the Carols we all love to 
sing and have not been able to do for a few years. 
Hosted by the 11.30 Music Group and all  
musicians and singers welcome. 
Not a concert -  a ‘sing along’ for all. 

THE  CHILDRENS  LITURGY  GROUP  CHRISTMAS  PARTY  - from 3pm to 
4.30pm, Sunday 23rd December 2007 in St Peter & St Pauls Church Hall.  A few spaces left. 

Royal Mail has traditionally alternated between sacred and 
secular designs for their Christmas stamps and this year it is 
the turn for a religious image. Royal Mail has issued two sets of 
designs this year. The main set of designs, available in all the 
main denominations is of angels, which is vaguely Christian but 
not explicitly so and certainly not specifically Christmassy. 
They have also issued a 'Madonna and Child' design for first 
and second class only. Post Office staff have been instructed 
to only sell this design if people specifically request it, but 
obviously people can't request it if they don't know it exists! 
If people don't buy these stamps, Royal Mail will claim there is 
no demand for religious Christmas stamps and not produce 
them in future. Please therefore ask for 'Madonna and Child' 
stamps when you do your Christmas posting and also tell your 
friends, contacts etc. to do the same. 

 
Christmas Masses 

 
Monday 24th December 

 
8.30 p.m. [Vigil Mass] 

 
11.30 p.m.  -  Carols, leading into Mass at 

Midnight 
 

Tuesday 25th December 
 Mass at 10.30 a.m. 

 
TOMORROW  -  MONDAY……. 

 
‘Preparing for the Birth of the Saviour’ 

 
DEANERY PENITENTIAL SERVICE 

for all parishes in the City of Dundee 
 

Monday 17th December 
7.00 p.m. 

St Francis, Tullideph Road 
 

A reflection by Fr Martin Pletts and the opportunity of individual 
confession with a number of priests available. 

Please pray for: Cis Charllton & Margaret Kane, recently deceased; and for Catherine Thomson whose anniversary 
occurs. 

Please remember all the sick and housebound in our parish community. There is now a new list for names of the 
sick and deceased at the entrance to the Parish Centre. 


