
 

Welcome  to 
St.  Peter  and  St  Paul’s 

Byron Street   -   Dundee 

Second Sunday of Easter   15  April 2007  
Next Sunday is the Third Sunday of Easter     -  Year C 

 Sunday Mass Times  
Anticipated Mass on Saturday at 6.00pm 
Mass on Sunday at  9.30am   &  11.30am 

 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word is celebrated at the 11.30am Mass 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation:    Saturday from 10.15am to 10.45am 

       Saturday from 5.00pm to 5.30pm 

Mass this Week: 
 

NO Mass on Monday 

Tuesday at 11.00am 

Wednesday  at 11.00am 

Thursday  at 11.00am  

NO Mass on Friday    

Saturday at 11.00am   
 

Parish Priest: Mgr Joseph Creegan  E-mail:   j.creegan@btinternet.com      

Postal Address: 29 Byron Street,  Dundee DD3 6QN       Tel  825067     

Parish Website:    www.stpeterandstpaul.co.uk  Webmaster:  Andrew Kelly 

Deacon:      Rev Charles Hendry        Tel  818183 

Parish Sister:     Sister Mary Rose      Tel  322304 

The Charity Shop and Repository 

within the Parish Centre  in Milton 

Street are open Monday,  Tuesday 

and  Wednesday from  10.30am  till  

2pm. 

Visitors to the Parish Centre are 

always welcome and workers are 

always needed. 

Contact John Mackie,  the Manager 

of the Parish Centre, for all bookings 

and enquiries:  tel  858942  or  

email john.mackie4@btinternet.com 



A  Letter  from  the  Bishops  of Scotland 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ 

Elections to the Scottish Parliament and to Local Authorities are approaching.  Each of us is called to 

make practical political choices for the sake of the common good of Scotland. 

 

The Bishops are deeply concerned about legislation which allows abortion, embryo experimentation, 

easy divorce and civil partnerships.  We have always campaigned against poverty, deprivation and 

injustice.  We have raised our voices against a new generation of nuclear weapons.  We foresee with 

apprehension a campaign to legalise euthanasia.  We find ourselves having to counter criticism of the 

very existence of Catholic schools, in large part prompted by an agenda which aims to remove 

religion from the public sphere. 

 

As well as these serious matters, Government has advanced proposals which imply a stealthy and 

unjust attack on the freedom of religion itself and on the rights of conscience. Earlier this year 

regulations were enacted at Westminster which could prevent Catholic adoption agencies from 

carrying out their work according to the Catholic and Christian vision of family life.  Last year, in the 

face of widespread opposition, the Scottish Parliament extended the right to adopt to unmarried and 

same sex couples.  These dubious innovations are detrimental not just to the good of the Catholic 

community but to the common good of humanity as a whole.  They deserve to be challenged at the 

ballot box.   

 

The coming elections give us an opportunity to vote wisely and to choose the best political 

representatives for our communities.   Many of those standing share our Christian values.  There are 

signs of a desire for an authentic Christian voice in politics serving the common good of people of all 

faiths and none. 

 

Your Bishops urge you to use your vote to support the candidates who offer the best chance of 

bringing the voice of a truly human and Christian civilisation to the decision-making chambers of our 

country.  We invite you to look beyond the superficially attractive and fashionable to recognise those 

policies and values which are most in tune with the dignity of the human person and with the 

common good of our society.   To assist you, here are some topics to raise with the candidates: 

 

 The unique relationship of man and woman united in marriage is the foundation of family life. 

 Parents should be able to send their children to Catholic schools, supported and maintained 

within the state education system. 

 The Scottish Executive should protect religious freedom, to which everyone has a right. 

 It is never acceptable to deliberately will the end of any human life.  This undermines the right to 

life of all people. 

Let us pray for        Caleb Gardiner,     Helen Traynor     who are seriously ill, 

 

the sick and housebound:    Winnie Reilly,    Rose Brady,    David Donnet,    Chris Donoghue,   

    James Harvey,   Liz Donnelly,    May Boyle,    Marie Fagan, 

    Andy Adams,   Jenny Robertson,   Moira Brodie,    June Herd. 

 

also     Armando Belli     who died recently, 

  

and      Mary Wilson,    Mary Macbeth,    George Donald,    

         whose anniversaries fall at this time. 



THE  JERUSALEM  REPORTER 

Jesus Christ, 33, of Nazareth, died on Friday 

on Mount Calvary, also known as Golgotha, 

the place of the skull.  Betrayed by the 

apostle Judas, Jesus was crucified by the 

Romans by order of Pontius Pilate.  The 

causes of death were crucifixion,  extreme 

exhaustion, severe torture and loss of blood. 

 

Jesus Christ, a descendant of Abraham, was 

a member of the House of David.  Jesus was 

born in a stable in the city of Bethlehem, 

Judea.  He is survived by Mary his mother, 

his faithfully apostles, numerous disciples 

and many other followers. 

Jesus was self-educated and spent most of 

his adult life working as a Teacher.  Jesus 

also occasionally worked as a Medical 

Doctor and it is reported that he healed 

many patients .  Up to the time of his death 

Jesus was teaching and sharing the Good 

News, healing the sick, touching the lonely, 

feeding the hungry and helping the poor. 

He was noted for telling parables about his 

Father’s kingdom and performing miracles, 

such as feeding over 5000 people with only 

five loaves and two fish.  He healed a man 

who had been born blind. 

On the day before his death, he held a Last 

Supper celebrating the Feast of Passover, at 

which he foretold his death. 

 

The body was quickly buried in a stone 

grave, which was donated by Joseph of 

Arimathea, a loyal friend of the family.  By 

order of Pontius Pilate a boulder was rolled 

in front of the tomb and Roman soldiers 

were put on guard. 

In lieu of flowers, the family has requested 

that everyone try to live as Jesus did.  

Donations may be sent to anyone in need. 

 

 

Special Collection 
Thank you for the collection for the African 

Missions on Good Friday.  You gave  £ 158. 

Fundraising for the Dystonia Society 
Including donations from individuals and the 

congregation of St Martin's, we raised £350 at 

our recent Prize Bingo.  From our 2 Prize Bingo 

nights and our recent Auction we have raised 

approximately £3500 and our Scottish target has 

now been reached.  Our sincere thanks go to 

John Mackie and his team and to all those who 

have contributed to our fund- raising effort.    

Monica Docherty  

 

A man sobering up from the night before is 

sitting through the Sunday homily, finding it 

long and boring. Still feeling hung over and 

tired, he finally nods off.  The priest has been 

watching him all along, noticing his apparent 

hangover and is disgusted. At the end of the 

sermon, the priest decides to make an example 

of him.  

He announces: "All those wishing to have a 

place in heaven, please stand."  

The whole church stands up except, of course, 

the sleeping man.  

Then the priest says even more loudly, "And he 

who would like to find a place in hell please 

STAND UP!"  

The weary man catching only the last part 

groggily stands up, only to find that he's the 

only one standing.  

Confused and embarrassed he says, "I don't 

know what we're voting on here, Father, but it 

sure seems like you and me are the only ones 

standing for it!"  

 



 
St Thomas has become a by-word for someone who doubts, but one author has Thomas speaking 
for himself: 

“I could be more properly be called Realistic Thomas.  All I did 
was what anyone else would do  -  what would you do?    I asked 
for proof.  My friends told me that the man we saw crucified had 
come back to life.  Was I unreasonable to want some kind of 
evidence?   Later Christians would quote me to make up for their 
own lack of faith.  They thought that their faith was better than 
mine because they believed without seeing.  Nonsense!  They 
would have nothing to believe if I had not seen. 
Someone had to have physical proof that Jesus was alive.  If not 
me, then someone else.  I was born for that, just as Judas was 
born to betray Jesus.  Without Judas, there is no crucifixion, 
without me there is no proof of resurrection.  I am not ashamed;  
I am proud of my actions.  Because the blood of Jesus is now 
drying on my fingers  -  what he was, what he still is, lingers.” 

 
The reality of the body of Christ has pre-occupied the Church.  For the first 12 centuries, the 
Church thought of the people as the body of Christ;  the Eucharist was his Mystical Body.   Then 
as the world grew squeamish about flesh, the Church became the Mystical Body and the Eucharist 
became the real body of Christ.   However to denigrate the physical body is like burning the house 
for insurance:  you have a fistful of money but nowhere to sleep tonight. 
 
Back to Thomas:  His friends told him they had actually seen the Lord alive.  Thomas was not 
satisfied with explanation  -  he wanted experience.  He knew the grieving mind can make up 
all sorts of possibilities, but the senses ground us in reality.  That is why Thomas had to feel 
Jesus.  You and I would love to have that same experience.  Who would not want to put their 
hand in the side of God, hoping to find it warm and human?  The body does not lie. 
Demanding proof was entirely in character.  He was a hands-on disciple.   When Jesus was going 
to Jerusalem to die, his friends wanted to discuss other possibilities, but Thomas interrupted their 
theories with his practical:  “Let us go and die with him.”   And when Jesus told his friends to 
follow him and they acted as if they had already heard of GPS  [global positioning system !]    
Thomas freely admitted:  “We have no idea where you are going,  how can we know the way?” 
It is no surprise that this man demanded a reality check.   
 
In fact everyone has to have a reason to believe.  Some people believe that Jesus rose from the 
dead because the Bible tells them so;  or because the Church tells them; or because their mother 
told them;  some believe because it feels good;  some because they hope to rise from the dead 
with Jesus.    I believe that Jesus is alive because I don‟t want a dead man running my life. 
 
This is the starting point of the Christian story:  it all began not at Christmas but at the 
Resurrection of Jesus from the dead.  That is the event which changed everything.  By that 8th 
day when Thomas was with the others, the closest followers of Jesus were confronted with the 
evidence that,  whatever happened on Good Friday,   Jesus is alive.   The Christians would ponder 
and reflect for centuries about the circumstances of his life and his death, but this event ensured 
that things could never be the same again:  this man whom they had known, touched and 
experienced had been killed and now he was alive.  John‟s Gospel is not strong on “HOW”  but he 
is strong on facts.   In chapter 6 the Jews wanted to know how Jesus could give them his flesh to 
eat.  Jesus is not interested;  he reiterates the fact.  Thomas is our „everyman‟  - he represents 
the hard-headed roots of faith and we owe him a great debt that he speaks for us all. 

I  don’t  want  a  dead  man  running  my  life 

 


