
 

 
 Welcome  to 

St.  Peter  and  St  Paul’s 
Byron Street   -   Dundee  

for 

LENT   2007 

Parish Priest: Mgr Joseph Creegan   E-mail:   j.creegan@btinternet.com      

Postal Address: 29 Byron Street,  Dundee DD3 6QN       Tel  825067     
Parish Website:    www.stpeterandstpaul.co.uk   Webmaster:  Andrew Kelly 

Deacon:      Rev Charles Hendry        Tel  818183 

Parish Sister:     Sister Mary Rose      Tel  322304 

Parish Centre Manager:    John Mackie      Tel  858942 

The Charity Shop / Repository  in Milton Street is open Mon, Tues. Wed.   10.30am—2pm 

Mass this Week: 
 

NO Mass on Monday    

Mass on Tuesday at 11.00am    

Mass on Wednesday at 11.00am   

Mass on Thursday at 11.00am   

Mass on Friday at 11.00am  

Mass on Saturday  at 11.00am 

 
 

Sunday Mass Times 
Anticipated Mass on Saturday at 6.00pm 
Mass on Sunday at  9.30am   &  11.30am 

 

Lenten Service & Benediction  each Sunday of Lent at 3.00pm  

Children’s Liturgy of the Word is celebrated at the 11.30am Mass 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation:    Saturday from 10.15am to 10.45am 

       Saturday from 5.00pm to 5.30pm 

Third Sunday of Lent   11 March 2007      Year C 
Next Sunday is the 4th Sunday of Lent 



  

 

 

 

 
 

 

Let us pray for       Margaret Smith,   Audrey Soares,    John Linehan,   Kenny Macdonald        

           who are seriously ill. 

 

the sick and housebound:     Winnie Reilly,   John Dolan,   Carol Dolan,   David Donnet,    

  James Harvey,   Liz Donnelly,   Andy Adams,   May Boyle,   Marie Fagan,  

 

 also:   George Annan,    May Longmuir,       who died recently,   

 

and those whose anniversaries fall at this time       Jean Ogilvie,    Daisy Winter,  Agnes Curtis,   

     Jane Carnegie,   Helen Heffell,  Agnes McLean,  Anne O’Neill. 

The Wisdom of Socrates 
In ancient Greece Socrates (469 - 399 BC), was widely lauded for his  wisdom. 

One day the great philosopher came upon an acquaintance, who ran up to him excitedly and said, 

"Socrates, do you know what I just heard about one of your students...?" 

"Wait a moment," Socrates replied. "Before you tell me, I'd like you to pass a little test. It is called 

the Test of Three." 

"Test of Three?" 

"That's correct," Socrates continued. 

"Before you talk to me about my student let's take a moment to test what 

you're going to say. 

 

The first test is Truth. Have you made absolutely sure that what you are 

about  to tell me is true?" 

"No," the man replied, "actually I just heard about it." 

"All right," said Socrates. "So you don't really know if it's true  or not. 

 

Now let's try the second test, the test of Goodness. 

Is what you are about to tell me about my student something good?" 

"No, on the contrary..." 

"So," Socrates continued, "you want to tell me something bad about  him even though you're not 

certain it's true?" 

The man shrugged, a little embarrassed. 

 

Socrates continued, "You may still pass though because there is a third test - the filter of 

Usefulness.   Is what you want to tell me about my student going to be useful to  me?" 

"No, not really..." 

"Well," concluded Socrates, "if what you want to tell me is neither True nor Good nor even 

Useful, why tell it to me at all?" 

The man was defeated and ashamed and said no more. 

This is the reason Socrates was a great philosopher and held in such high esteem. 

 

 

Socrates did not write but his student Plato recorded some of his philosophy.  Here is a 
sample of his wisdom: 

The unexamined life is not worth living 
 

By all means marry;  if you get a good wife you will be happy.   
If you get a bad one you will become a philosopher. 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Socrates.png


 

A boss wondered why one of his most valued 

employees had not phoned in sick one day. 

Having an urgent problem with one of the main 

computers, he dialled the employee's' home 

phone number and was greeted with a Child's' 

whisper. 

"Hello?"   "Is your daddy home?" he asked. 

"Yes," whispered the small voice. 

May I talk with him?"  

The child whispered, "No," 

Surprised and wanting to talk with an adult, the 

boss asked,  "Is your Mummy there?" 

"Yes," 

"May I talk with her?" 

Again the small voice whispered, "No," 

Hoping there was somebody with whom he could 

leave a message, the boss asked,  "Is anybody 

else there?"  

"Yes," whispered the child, "a policeman". 

Wondering what a cop would be doing at his 

employee's home, the boss asked, "May I speak 

with the policeman?" 

"No, he's busy" whispered the child. 

 "Busy doing what?" 

"Talking to Daddy and Mummy and the 

Fireman," came the whispered  answer. 

Growing more worried as he heard a loud noise 

in the background   through  the  earpiece on the 

phone, the boss asked, "What is that noise?" 

"A helicopter" answered the whispering voice. 

"What is going on there?" demanded the boss, 

now truly apprehensive. 

Again, whispering, the child answered,  "The 

search team just landed a helicopter," 

Alarmed, concerned and a little frustrated the 

boss asked,  "What are they searching for?" 

Still whispering, the young voice replied with a 

muffled giggle... 

     "ME" 

Fundraising  
for The Dystonia Society    

A Prize Bingo will be held in the Parish 
Centre on Sunday, 25 March 2007 at 7pm 
Tickets at £1 include refreshments and are 
now available from Monica Docherty or 
Moyra Foley.  

 

 
 

There will be a special collection next 

Sunday for the Sick and Retired 

Priests’ Fund. 

 

 

Centenary of Lawside Academy 
Mass will be celebrated 

by the Bishop in 

Lawside Academy at 

7pm on Monday 19th 

March.  This marks the 

Centenary of Lawside 

Academy.   

Lawside Academy has 

been serving the Catholic community in 

Education for the past 100 years and we 

give thanks to God for the devoted service 

of so many Sisters and Lay Staff over those 

years. 
 

“Toni and I met at the  “Kiss of Peace” this 

morning.  We would like you to marry us.” 

 

 

 

 The Road goes ever on and on 
Down from the door where it began. 
Now far ahead the Road has gone, 
And I must follow, if I can, 
Pursuing it with eager feet, 
Until it joins some larger way 
Where many paths and errands meet. 
And whither then?      I cannot say. 

 
From The Lord of the Rings    JRR Tolkein 



The Gospel this Sunday refers to two public tragedies:  the tower accident at Siloam which killed 
eighteen people and the cruelty of Pilate who mingled the blood of some people with that of their 
sacrifices.  Tragic events are part of our news  -  the tsunami, rail disasters, earthquakes and the 
like.  Just as we might say in conversation:  wasn‟t that a terrible thing where so many people 
lost their lives, so some people come to Jesus and asked what he thought. 

Jesus might have discussed Pilate‟s cruelty  -  which was well recorded by the Jewish historian 
Josephus  -  or attributed fault to the builders of the Siloam tower.  He did neither but he did 
contradict the popular and erroneous belief that tragedy comes to some people as a deserved 
punishment for their sins. 
Jesus‟ view is that both incidents remind us that this life is very fragile and uncertain.  Life can 
easily be snuffed out for good people as well as bad.  The absence of tragedy should not be 
taken as a sign of approval, but as a gift of God‟s gracious mercy that allows us opportunity to 
turn to God and renew our lives. 

 
I am always amazed by talk of luck  -  good luck and bad luck.  It 
betrays a rather godless mentality.  Equally godless are 
horoscopes.  To emphasise his point, Jesus offers us the example 

of the fig tree.  Usually a fig tree was expected to produce fruit 
within three years of its planting.  If it proved to be unproductive, 
it was uprooted to make room for a new seedling.  In Jesus‟ story 
the vinedresser gave the tree a fourth year as well as the benefit 
of additional care.  No doubt Jesus intended his listeners to 
remember the many, many overtures of love and the many 
opportunities for reform and renewal that had been offered to 
God‟s people throughout the centuries.  Sadly many go unheeded. 
 

We hear this word of God during Lent because Lent invites us to do more than recognise the 
vulnerability of our lives.  Lent makes us acutely aware of time  -  these are days of renewal, of 
conversion,  or turning back to God.  The call of Lent is to renew our covenant relationships  -  

relationships with God, with family, with neighbour, where we recall in the words of the model of 
covenant offered by God, that we belong to God and he is our God,  that we belong to our wife, 
husband, family, and in that belonging we find life. 
 
The covenant is at the heart of our faith.  It has its roots in Abraham, as we heard last Sunday, it 
has been renewed over and over again and now we are part of a „new and everlasting covenant‟  
which we celebrate and renew each time we gather for the Eucharist.  God provides everything, 
but we need to be faithful to that belonging:  He is our God, he belongs to us and we are his 
people, we belong to Him.   The alternative is to be alone, apart from God, apart from one 
another.  God‟s word:  “It is not good for man to be alone”  casts its shadow over the whole story 
of salvation from its origin in the creation of man. 
 

In the reading from Paul we learn that the past should be seen as a lesson, an encouragement to 
conversion and growth.  Those people of whom Paul speaks had all the benefits God could give 
them  -  fed and nourished by God  -  but they did not make good use of their opportunities.   
We have been given another year, another Lent, another time of growth and renewal.   In his 
parables Jesus invites us to ask:  where am I in this?  Am I a barren tree?   Which changes do I 
need to make so that I may bear fruit? 
This year, this Lent, God nourishes us with his word and he looks for fruit from our renewed lives.   
In the parable God does everything that is necessary:  he nurtures and feeds us, he gives us 
more time  -  to return in faithfulness to those relationships which give us life and bear fruit.   

Rail  disasters,  earthquakes  and  the  like . . . 

 


