
 

Welcome  to 
St.  Peter  and  St  Paul’s 

Byron Street   -   Dundee 

Easter  Sunday   8  April 2007  
Next Sunday is the Second Sunday of Easter     -  Year C 

 
Sunday Mass Times  Next Week  (15th)  

Anticipated Mass on Saturday at 6.00pm 
Mass on Sunday at  9.30am   &  11.30am 

 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word is celebrated at the 11.30am Mass 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation:    Saturday from 10.15am to 10.45am 

       Saturday from 5.00pm to 5.30pm 

Mass this Week: 
 

Monday  at 11.00am 

NO Mass on Tuesday 

Wednesday  at 11.00am 

Thursday  at 11.00am  

Friday at 11.00am    

Saturday at 11.00am   
 

Parish Priest: Mgr Joseph Creegan  E-mail:   j.creegan@btinternet.com      

Postal Address: 29 Byron Street,  Dundee DD3 6QN       Tel  825067     
Parish Website:    www.stpeterandstpaul.co.uk  Webmaster:  Andrew Kelly 

Deacon:      Rev Charles Hendry        Tel  818183 

Parish Sister:     Sister Mary Rose      Tel  322304 

The Charity Shop and Repository 

within the Parish Centre  in Milton 

Street are open Monday,  Tuesday 

and  Wednesday from  10.30am  till  

2pm. 

Visitors to the Parish Centre are 

always welcome and workers are 

always needed. 

Contact John Mackie,  the Manager 

of the Parish Centre, for all bookings 

and enquiries:  tel  858942  or  

email john.mackie4@btinternet.com 



Make  Poverty  History   :   The next Steps 
 

I received a letter from our local MP  Jim McGovern, asking me to update you on this campaign. 

Two years ago the churches helped organise a campaign right across Dundee and the rest of Scotland 

which mobilised hundreds of thousands of people in a campaign to ‘Make Poverty History’ 

At Gleneagles in July 2005 the G8 world leaders agreed to take real action to make that aspiration a 

reality.  Much progress has been made but the campaign is long and complex.    Britain plans to raise 

its aid level to 0.7% of GDP in 2013 and similar firm commitments have been forthcoming from 

France, Germany and Canada.   

 

Whereas Rwanda and Tanzania have used their development funding to improve the lives of their 

people, there is also the Zimbabwe, the Sudan and Somalia where progress has been non-existent and 

the aid is being used simply to prevent people from dying rather than for long-term development.   

For every country that has benefited from the international immunisation fund or is now able to 

provide AIDS tests to every member of their population or has used international aid to introduce 

universal schooling for both girls and boys, there is one that has been unable to use this aid or has 

been unable to secure sufficient amounts. 

 

The Chancellor, Gordon Brown has identified some separate high profile meetings where the UK 

Government plans to use its influence to ensure that funding levels are increased and countries are 

forced to make ever greater commitments.  Gordon Brown wants to mobilise the great coalition in 

this country which supported the original campaign.  He is attending the Gleneagles Big Tent Event, 

hosted by Cardinal O’Brien and the Moderator of the Church of Scotland on Holy Thursday.  The 

former UN Secretary General is also taking part  (Kofi Annan).  The Spring meetings of the IMF and 

World Bank in Washington, the G7 Finance Ministers’ meeting in Potsdam and the G8 meeting in 

Heiligendamm have been targeted to keep the agenda moving. 

 

This is an appropriate time to take action.  On Palm Sunday this 

parish generously donated over £800 for SCIAF and you will 

recall that throughout the year our parish has donated further 

hundreds of pounds to SCIAF on a regular basis.  I acknowledge 

this with gratitude on behalf of SCIAF and the poor whom SCIAF 

serve.    But it is also important to change the way things are in our world to make sure that there is 

real progress in making poverty history.  God our Father has provided the goodness of the earth to 

feed his millions of people.  We are the stewards of his creation.  Please respond to SCIAF’s appeals 

for your support in their campaigns and their education programme.  

Let us pray for       Audrey Soares,    John Linehan,    Caleb Gardiner,     Bill O’Neill,     

         Helen Traynor     who are seriously ill, 

 

the sick and housebound:    Winnie Reilly,    Rose Brady,    David Donnet,    James Harvey,    

    Chris Donoghue,    Jenny Robertson,    June Herd,    John Davidson,    

    Thea Atkinson,   Moira Brodie,   Ingrid Brodie,    Liz Donnelly,    

    Marie Fagan,   May Boyle,   Andy Adams,   Alex Kane,        

 

also     Bernard Dowd     who died recently, 

  

and      Catherine Moncur,   Michael Ahern,   James Ingram,    

         whose anniversaries fall at this time. 

 



Special Collection 
Thank you for last Sunday’s special 

collection for SCIAF.      You gave £ 810. 

 

 

We welcome to the 

community of the Church: 

Elise  Ogilvie  
daughter  

of  Martin and Danielle  

and  

Leo David Muir  
son  

of David and Amy 

 

They will be baptised at Mass on Easter Day.  

We pray for them and ask God to bless and 

protect these new families. 

A bishop, who did not approve of humour in 

homilies, heard one of his priests start the 

homily with a joke.   He started "The best years 

of my life were spent in the arms of another 

man’s wife!"   The congregation was shocked 

but he followed up by saying, "And that woman 

was my mother!"    The people burst into 

laughter and he delivered the rest of his homily 

to a congregation who followed his every word.  

 

The bishop was impressed and decided he 

would try that in the next parish he visited.  As 

he approached the pulpit for the homily, he tried 

to rehearse the joke in his head. It suddenly 

seemed a bit foggy to him. 

Getting to the microphone he said loudly, "The 

best years of my life were spent in the arms of 

another man’s  wife!"  The congregation 

inhaled half the air in the room. After standing 

there for almost 10 seconds in the stunned 

silence, trying to recall the next line, the bishop 

finally blurted out, "...and I can't remember who 

she was!"  

A Curate and a Rabbi were chatting one day 

when the conversation turned to a discussion of 

job descriptions and promotion. 

"What do you have to look forward to in way of 

a promotion in your job?" asked the Rabbi. 

"Well, I'm next in line to become a Parish 

Priest." replied the Curate. 

"Yes, and then what?" asked the Rabbi. 

"Well, I will probably become a Canon." said 

the Priest.   

"Yes, and then?" asked the Rabbi. 

"If I work really hard and do a good job, it's 

possible for me to become a Monsignor." said 

the Priest.   

"O.K., then what?" asked the Rabbi. 

The Priest, beginning to get a bit exasperated 

replied, "With some luck and friendly help, 

maybe I can become a Bishop." 

"And then?" asked the Rabbi. 

The Priest is really starting to get mad now and 

replies, "With lots and lots of luck and if I'm in 

the right place at the right time,  I could become 

a Cardinal.” 

"Yes, and then what?" asked the Rabbi. 

“After that it is theoretically possible to become 

Pope.”    

“And what is the next step after that?” asked 

the Rabbi.    

"Good grief!" shouted the Priest. "What do you 

expect me to become, GOD?" 

"Well," said the Rabbi, "One of our boys made 

it!" 

 

 

I am a very popular speaker at inservice 

courses.    I can talk for 90 minutes without 

actually saying anything.   That way,  

nobody feels guilty or ashamed for not 

paying attention and that is good for morale. 

 

 
Reminder: 
Good Friday Liturgy at 3pm. 

Holy Saturday Morning Prayer at 11.00am 

Easter Vigil at 11.30pm 

One Mass on Easter Sunday  -  11.00am. 

 The new Rota for the Ministers of 
the Word is available at the back of 
the church. 



 

Our learning and our wisdom are the result of reflection.    We experience an event, we meet 
someone who makes an impression and we are drawn to reflect on that meeting or experience.  

Perhaps we discuss it with a friend.  “Did you see that TV programme ….?”   It is in the reflection 

afterwards that some wisdom emerges.   The followers of Jesus had never heard of Resurrection.  
The Gospels record that Jesus had referred to his “rising from the dead” and they admit to 

discussing among themselves what this could possibly mean.   
 

For the first disciples who knew Jesus as a friend, his resurrection probably meant they were 
happy that Jesus did not stay dead and they wanted to be wherever he was,  doing what he was 

doing, just like the good old days.   They had no theological training and no language to describe 

the Resurrection event, so they turned to the traditional method of storytelling.  That is why there 
are different and contradictory accounts of Resurrection appearances.  They do not recognise 

Jesus and then they do;  he appears to one and then to 500;  he is immaterial enough to come 
through closed doors but physical enough to eat with them.  Different stories try to portray the 

fact that Jesus was the same yet different;  different but the same.   

 
Objectors suggest the lack of coherence shows that the Resurrection did not happen.  Dogma 

needs exact definition;  Mystery cannot be defined in such a way.  We struggle to find words to 
express the people, events, experiences of our lives which speak to our hearts.  We can make 

rational statements about them if we wish,   but words never define mystery. 
We have had 2000 years to ponder the mystery of the Resurrection and we can say some basic 

things:  resurrection is about the body,  it is about the person,  it is about Jesus Christ. 

People usually think of eternal life in terms of the immortality of the soul, but that is a pagan idea  
-  that since the soul can experience truth, goodness and beauty, it should be able to do that 

forever.  Since the body was regarded as holding back the soul, death was seen as a liberation of 
soul from the body, which having done its earthly work for the heavenly soul, dissolves into dust.  

Some spiritual books by popular authors take this line;  I do not recommend them. 

 
In fact Resurrection exalts the body.  The body is not a temporary tool of the soul but its partner.  

There is no separation of body and soul on earth  -  nor will there be in heaven.   There is nothing 
in the depths of the human spirit which did not come via the body.  Our bodies give our souls 

something to work with;  we need our bodies to plumb the depths of our being.  Resurrection 

means that our body will remain an integral part of us  -  in glorified form. 
 

The Resurrection is about the person.  The soul takes sensory perceptions to 
a different level.  Every body offers its soul basically the same input, but each 

soul interprets that input uniquely.  When God (or another) says “you are a 
beautiful person”  he is referring to your whole person, not just your body.  

Each body/soul forms a unique person and that is who is resurrected.    

 
 Resurrection is about Jesus Christ.   

 Jesus battled Death magnificently —  and lost.   
Then with unspeakable sadness and desperate love, God cradled his mangled Son in his arms and 

sighed:  LIVE !     And that is how we will be resurrected.  Not because we are good, or immortal, 

but because we are joined at the hip with Jesus Christ.  If we live and die with our elder brother, 
we will die and live with Him.         

GM Hopkins puts it thus:    “In an instant, I am what Christ is because he was what I am.”       
Emily Dickinson wrote: Love is the Fellow of Resurrection scooping up the dust and chanting LIVE ! 
Those first disciples pondered and reflected on the Mystery of the experience of seeing, hearing, 
touching Jesus.   Let us too ponder the event, the mystery,  rather than the dogma. 

Reflect  and  Live  in  the  Mystery  

 


