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SUNDAY MASSSUNDAY MASS  
Saturday [anticipated Mass of Sunday] : 6.00 p.m. 

SUNDAY : 9.30am and 11.30 a.m. 
 

 Monday:  Mass at 10.00 a.m. [St Francis Xavier] 
 Tuesday:  Mass at 10.00 a.m. 
 Wednesday: Mass at 11.00 a.m. 
 Thursday:  Mass at 10.00 a.m.   
 Friday:  Mass at 10.00 a.m. 
 Saturday:  Mass at 10.00 a.m. [Immaculate Conception] 
 
   The Sacrament of Reconciliation  
   Saturday after Morning Mass  
   and from 5.00pm - 5.30 p.m.  

 
Mass in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel on weekdays 

 

Sunday 2nd December 2007 
FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

Year C [The year of St Matthew] 

Parish Priest: Mgr Ken McCaffrey V G 
E Mail: ken.mccaffrey@btopenworld.com 

Parish website:  www.stpeterandstpaul.co.uk 
Webmaster: Andrew Kelly 

Deacon: Rev Charles Hendry [818183] 
Parish Sister: Sister Mary Rose [322304] 

Hall Manager: John Mackie 858942 
Bookings: johnmackie4@btinternet.com 

The Charity Shop and Repository within the parish 
centre are open from 10.30 - 2.00pm on Monday, 

Tuesday and Wednesdays 

 



SWORDS INTO PLOUGHSHARES  

 
‘They will hammer their swords into ploughshares, their spears into sickles.’ We might think this is taking economy to extremes. Why not have a ploughshare and a sickle for times of 
peace, and a sword and spear in the cupboard, in case of war? Because, in the time of the prophet Isaiah, iron was a rare and precious commodity. People would not have sufficient iron 
to equip themselves both for war and for peace. They would have to make a decision, whether the greater danger was from war or from starvation, and commit themselves entirely to one 
eventuality or the other. If they needed ploughshares, they could not cling to their swords.  
 
Our religion is about decision, choice and commitment. If we choose Christ, we cannot cling onto what St Paul calls ‘the things we prefer to do under cover of the dark’. He gives a list of 
such things: drunken orgies, promiscuity, licentiousness, wrangling, and jealousy. Note that he starts with the gross and sensational, things like ‘orgies’ and ‘promiscuity’ and works down to 
the more commonplace, things like ‘wrangling’ and jealousy’.  
 
What is ‘wrangling’ anyway? I had to look it up. A more straightforward word for it is simply ‘quarrelling.’ We all know what that is; and it’s not unknown among Christians. Nor is jealousy. 
Actually it’s much easier to give up big sins like orgies and promiscuity than little ones like quarrelling and jealousy. You might think that it would be easy to give up little sins and harder 
to resist the big arid powerful ones, but that’s not how it works. The big ones are so obviously incompatible with our faith that if we’re at all serious, we know that we can’t have them. 
The little ones seem so ordinary that we fool ourselves that we can have both our swords and our ploughshares, that we can be committed to Christ and still indulge in a little quarrelling 
and grumbling and backbiting and jealousy. But these things do a great deal of harm in a Church, in a family, in a community; perhaps just as much harm as orgies or promiscuity.  
 
And yet they are so very hard to give up. How can we deal with them? We can, as Isaiah suggests, beat our swords into ploughshares and our spears into pruning-hooks. ‘Wrangling’ means 
arguing; and it can be understood in a good sense. It used to mean defending your thesis in a university. The scholar who took the best degree at Cambridge used to be known as the 
‘Senior Wrangler’. Could we not turn our love of arguing into the willingness to defend our faith? Not to stand silent when we hear it put down, but to stand up for it, to bear witness on 
behalf of Christ and his Church? So many people are willing to argue about anything other than their religion; whereas actually it is the one thing worth arguing for.  
 
Or again, that word ‘jealousy.’ The word Saint Paul actually uses is ‘zeal’. ‘Jealous’ derives from the same word as ‘zealous’. The two ideas are not so different as you might think. When 
people are jealous in love they want their lovers all to themselves, they don’t want to share them with anybody. God is described in the Bible as a jealous god, who will tolerate no rivals.  
 
Can we not hammer ‘jealous’ into ‘zealous’ by choosing Christ, and committing ourselves entirely to him? By longing for his coming, as the bride longs for the bridegroom? By keeping his 
commandment to love the Lord our God with all our heart and with all our soul and with all our mind and with all our strength?  

Thanks to Mgr Creegan for looking after the parish while I was away. Yes, as he said, I crossed the 
Irish Sea in a Force 8 gale, experienced snow in Prague and Vienna, cruised—not sailed—on the 
River Danube and visited Hungary and Slovakia as well as the Czeck Republic and Austria. 
 
I hope he has not published this joke while I was away…... 
 
 
A middle-aged woman had a heart attack and was taken to the hospital. While on the 
operating table she had a near-death experience. Seeing God, she asked: "Is my time 
up?" God said: "No, you have another 40 years, 2 months and 8 days to live." Upon 
recovery, the woman decided to stay in the hospital and have a facelift, liposuction, and a 
tummy tuck. She even had someone come in and change her hair colour. Since she had 
so much more time to live, she figured she might as well make the most of it. After her final 
operation, she was released from the hospital. While crossing the street on her way home, 
she was run over and killed by an ambulance. Arriving in front of God, she demanded: "I 
thought you said I had another 40 years? Why didn't you pull me from out of the path of 
the ambulance?" God replied: "I didn't recognise you." 
 

 
Thank you for last week’s collection. 
There will be a second collection at 
Masses next weekend  for the Poor 
Mission Fund. 
 
Please pray for the sick, housebound, 
those recently deceased and those 
whose anniversaries occur at this time 



 

Lourdes  Pilgrimage  2008 
17—25 July  

by Luxury Air-conditioned coach 
Sailing from Hull to Zeebrugge  

Cost  £595  -  Payment plan available 
A Deposit of £50 is needed to book a place,  

asap to be certain, but not later than  
28 February.   Full payment by 1 May 2008. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION   
contact John Mackie  858942 

 

St Vincent de Paul Society 
Senior Citizens Christmas Party   

to be held on Sunday 9th December 2007  
at 2.00pm in the Parish Centre, Milton St. 

 
One hundred tickets, at £1 , will be on sale 
after Sunday Mass  this weekend -  1st/2nd   

December. 

Invitation to THE  CHILDRENS  LITURGY  GROUP  CHRISTMAS  PARTY  - 3pm 
to 4.30pm, Sunday 23rd December 2007 in St Peter & St Pauls Church Hall.  Entertainment 
should suit children up to age 10 years [older regular attendees of the Liturgy Group would be 
very welcome to come along and help].  Children under age 3 years should be accompanied by 
an adult carer.  If wishing to attend the Party, please put names on the notice by the entrance 
in the Church Hall.  [40 places max].  We have been told that Santa may take time out from his 
busy schedule to make an appearance at the party! 

 

 
Christmas Masses 

 
Monday 24th December 

 
8.30 p.m. [Vigil Mass] 

 
11.30 p.m.  -  Carols, leading into Mass at 

Midnight 
 

Tuesday 25th December 
 Mass at 10.30 a.m. 

 
‘Preparing for the Birth of the Saviour’ 

 
DEANERY PENITENTIAL SERVICE 

for all parishes in the City of Dundee 
 

Monday 17th December 
7.00 p.m. 

St Francis, Tullideph Road 
 

A reflection by Fr Martin Pletts and the opportunity of individual 
confession with a number of priests available. 

 


