
 

 
 Welcome  to 

St.  Peter  and  St  Paul’s 
Byron Street   -   Dundee  

for 

Holy  Week   2007 
Parish Priest: Mgr Joseph Creegan 

  E-mail:   j.creegan@btinternet.com      

Postal Address: 29 Byron Street,  Dundee  

   DD3 6QN       Tel  825067     
Parish Website:    www.stpeterandstpaul.co.uk 

Webmaster:    Andrew Kelly 

 

Deacon:    Rev Charles Hendry       Tel  818183 

Parish Sister:   Sister Mary Rose    Tel  322304 

Parish Centre Manager:    John Mackie       

     Tel  858942 

The Charity Shop / Repository  in Milton Street 

is open Mon, Tues. Wed.   10.30am—2pm 

 
HOLY  WEEK 

Palm Sunday:  Afternoon Service and Benediction at 3pm 

There will be no Mass on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday in the church. 

The Chrism Mass :—- 

   will be celebrated in St Andrew’s Cathedral at 7pm on Wednesday. 

 

The  Sacred  Triduum 
Holy Thursday  -  Mass of the Lord’s Supper at 7.30pm 
   followed by watching at the Altar of Repose until Night Prayer at 10.00pm 

 

Good Friday  -  Celebration of the Lord’s Passion at 3.00pm 
   Good Friday is a Day of Fasting and Abstinence. 

 

Holy Saturday  -  The Church keeps watch at the Lord’s tomb. 

   Office of Readings and Morning Prayer at 11.00am 

 

The Vigil of the Resurrection  at 11.30pm on Holy Saturday Night. 
The Easter Vigil begins at the Fire outside the church and continues with the full celebration of the Vigil, 

the story of our salvation and the reception of Natalie Bratton into the full communion of the Church.  

Easter Day   -   One Celebration of Mass:  at 11.00am 



  

 

 

 

 
 

 

Let us pray for       Margaret Smith,   Audrey Soares,    John Linehan,   Caleb Gardiner,    

   Kenny MacDonald,  Helen Traynor,         who are seriously ill. 

 

the sick and housebound:     Winnie Reilly,   Rose Brady,   Janet Thomson,   Nan Brady,    

   Peter Devlin,   David Donnet,   James Harvey,  Moira Brodie,   Ingrid Brodie,  

   June Herd,    Thea Atkinson,    Jenny Robertson,   John Davidson,    

 Helen Devine,   Alex Kane,   Liz Donnelly,   Andy Adams,   Marie Fagan,  May Boyle,     

 

also   Margaret McLean,   Betty Guyan,      who died recently,   

 

and those whose anniversaries fall at this time       James Smith,     Willie Black,   

            Agnes Robertson 

Fire leaps, sparks, here, there, gold, black, a power for destruction without 

which human civilisation would have no warmth or light.  You cannot grasp it in 

your hand;  you cannot survive without its mystery and might.   

And the Fire is Christ. 

 

The Fire shines before and among us in the great Paschal Vigil we will celebrate 

next Saturday night.   The biblical readings say something of God’s mystery and 

might.  But the words dart and quiver before the assembled Church, words 

impossible to grasp, words essential for our survival.  It is good to try to say what the fire is,  

Christ the Fire. 

 

In pre-Christian times the peasants of Europe would assemble on the hilltops in the springtime.  

They would light enormous fires to alert Woden, the master of the sky, that winter had better be 

over.  The people, weary of long nights and cold days, would gather round the fire as a sign of 

gathering round their god and they would plead for the return of life.  Since pre-historic times fire 

has been viewed as a sign of divine presence and power.  Greek myth, which 

knew nothing of divine grace, terrorised the people with the tale of Prometheus 

who stole fire from the gods and gave it to the world’s poor human beings who 

were struggling for heat and light and food.  The myth says that Zeus punished 

Prometheus by chaining him forever to a rock where he was tormented by 

eagles.  But the Hebrew tradition knew a God of mercy.  The God of the 

covenant did not spitefully withhold fire from earthlings or punish its use. 

Yet fire remained a sign of divinity, a symbol of almighty power, as if each 

flame is a spark of God.  The Hebrew Scriptures tell wondrous stories of God 

in the fire and of the faithful gathering around the fire as around God.  Let us 

peer across the flickering gold of the blaze and see whom we recognise.   

There are Adam and Eve, banished from the garden, taking one last glance at the tree of life. 

There is Moses, gazing into the burning bush, hearing the divine voice:   God ignited the people 

with the power of freedom. 

There are the throngs of Israel, assembled round Mount Sinai as it explodes with fire, cinders 

raining down, smoke ascending, the mighty sign of God beckoning the refugees. 

There are the same Israelites walking in the wilderness, living precariously, but graciously 

guarded and guided by the light of the pillar of fire. 

At the Easter Vigil, the flame is a small one, nothing like these great burnings of divine presence.  

All fiery signs of God are focussed into the single flame of the Candle around which we gather.   

Those who follow Christ, follow light.  The Magi followed a star;  have you ever followed a star?  

It means they went by faith.  The truth is we see Christ in light, as light, as our light only by faith. 

 

 



Inner  peace 
I am passing this on to you because it definitely 

worked for me, and we could all use a little more 

calmness in our lives. By following the simple 

advice I heard on the radio yesterday , I have 

finally found inner peace. 

The phone -in show was talking about the stress 

of returning to work and the routine of a Monday 

morning.    

The Doctor proclaimed, "The way to achieve 

inner peace is to finish all the things you've 

started and never finished." 

So, I looked around my house to see all the things 

I started and hadn't finished, and before leaving 

the house this morning, I finished off a bottle of 

Merlot, a can of Tennants, a bottle of Bailey's, a  

bottle of Gordon’s Gin , a packet of Jaffa Cakes, 

the rest of the Cheesecake, and a box of 

chocolates. 

You have no idea how bloody good I feel! !!!  

The man is a Genius! 

 

Five  Points on Children …. 
1. You spend the first two years of their life 

teaching them to walk and talk.  Then you spend 

the next 16 telling them to sit down and shut up. 

2. Grandchildren are God's reward for not 

killing your own children. 

3. Mothers of teens now know why some animals 

eat their young. 

4 The main purpose of holding children's parties 

is to remind yourself that there are children more 

awful than your own. 

5.  If you have a lot of tension, you can always do 

what it says on the Aspirin bottle:   “Take two.”  

and  “Keep away from children.” 

There will be a special collection on 

Palm Sunday for SCIAF.   

Please remember to bring the SCIAF 

collection boxes during Holy Week. 
 

 

St Peter and St Paul’s 
Theatre Group 

is producing 

South Pacific 
12 -  14  April 

See Poster at the back of the church 

 

“When I said I would like to see both of you 

at 2.30,   Harry, I meant you and your WIFE. 

Wednesday Adoration 
There will be no Exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament on :  - - - 
Wednesday of Holy Week     [4 April] 
Wednesday of Easter Week    [11 April] 
This will begin again on Wednesday 18th. 
 
 

Extraordinary Ministers  

for the Distribution of Holy Communion 

All are asked to come to the 11am Mass on 

Easter Sunday. 

A Prayer at the Christian Table 
Tonight Lord Jesus Christ  

you sat at supper with your friends. 

It was a simple meal that final one  

of lamb and unleavened bread and wine. 

 Afterward  

 You went out to die. 

 How many other meals you shared  

 beside the lake  

 fried fish and toasted bread  

 at Simon’s banquet hall a feast  

 at Lazarus’ home in Bethany  

 the meal that Martha cooked  

 on mountain slope  

 where you fed the hungry crowd  

 at close of tiring day. 

Please sit with us tonight at our small meal 

 of soup and rolls and tea. 

Then go with us to feast of bread and wine 

 that you provide  

 because afterward  

 you went out to die. 



An Arab chief tells a story of a spy who was captured and then sentenced to death by a general 
in the Persian army. This general had the strange custom of giving condemned criminals a choice 
between the firing squad and the big, black door. As the moment for execution drew near, the 
spy was brought to the Persian general, who asked the question, "What will it be: the firing squad 
or the big, black door?" 
The spy hesitated for a long time. It was a difficult decision. He chose the firing squad. 
Moments later shots rang out confirming his execution. The general turned to his aide and said, 
"They always prefer the known way to the unknown.   It is characteristic of people to be afraid of 
the unknown.   Yet, we gave him a choice." 
The aide said, "What lies beyond the big door?" 
"Freedom," replied the general. "I've known only a few brave enough to take it." 
 
Since the beginning of the human story no one has ever managed to move from the life we know 
to freedom  -  no one, that is, till Jesus Christ.  Karl Rahner wrote that Jesus’ resurrection was not 
at all about the personal destiny of Jesus, as if it was all right for Him since He is God.  Rather 
God became man so that as man he could pass through the big door of death into the freedom of 
life.   He did it to begin the new creation.           Henri Nouwen in Our Greatest Gift, wrote: 
The resurrection of Jesus is a hidden event. Jesus didn't rise from the dead to prove to those who 
had crucified him that they had made a mistake, or confound his opponents. Nor did he rise to 
impress the rulers of his time or to force anyone to believe.    
There is probably no event in human history that has had such importance, while remaining, at 
the same time, so unspectacular.  
 
Tertullian, in the early days of the Church, said:  “It is in the flesh that salvation hinges or turns.” 
The truth of Resurrection, revealed at Easter, is that in our frail and redeemed bodies we carry 
the saving power of God.   The power, presence and promise of God are now accessible in the 
form and expression of our humanity, within its dreams, relationships, emotions and all its 
experiences.     That presents a problem for those who think that only their soul is worth caring 
about for God himself discarded his divine state to become a human with five senses.  He lived in 
the confined, unprotected constraints of this world. 

 
It is always a puzzle that Easter, which celebrates the new 
creation, never attracts the buzz and interest of Christmas.  For 
many who hear the news that Christ is Risen, the world seems to 
be just the same old place with all its hatred, violence, hunger and 
illness.   The  believers in our midst often conclude that the new 
creation must refer to the next life.  We wonder whether the world 
can be saved.   
Thinking this way casts doubt on the power of God as well as the 
significance of human flesh.  Easter faith is about believing in the 
light while it is still dark.   We are not saved from the world;  
rather we are saved for the world.     

 
When the first followers of Jesus were grappling with these things, they too were looking in the 
wrong place.   They were looking up to heaven but when Jesus escaped from the tomb He was 
free to roam over all the earth and especially in our human nature, that nature thought of as 
trivial and of no importance in so many religions.  He is here, alive, having consecrated our 
human nature and made it not only holy but eternal.  He passed through the big door and by our 
baptism we are joined with him and go with him.    Easter is not magic.  It is the door to life and 
freedom, which He has opened, but we must go with Him.  Only some are brave enough. 

Believing in the Light while it is still dark   

 


