
 

 

Parish Priest: Mgr Joseph Creegan    E-mail:   j.creegan@btinternet.com 
Postal Address: 29 Byron Street,  Dundee DD3 6QN      Tel  825067     Fax  812636 
Parish Website:   www.stpeterandstpaul.co.uk   Webmaster:  Andrew Kelly 
Deacon:      Rev Charles Hendry        Tel  818183 
Parish Sister:     Sister Mary Rose      Tel  322304 

Twenty-First  Sunday of the Year          27 August 2006 
Next Sunday is the 22nd Sunday of the Year  -  Year B 

Sunday  Mass 
Anticipated Mass on Saturday at 6.00pm 
Mass on Sunday at 9.30am  &  11.30am 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word   at the 11.30am Mass 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturday from 10.15am  to  10.45am  
       Saturday from 5.00pm to 5.30pm 

 

Welcome  to 
St.  Peter  and  St  Paul’s 

Byron Street   -   Dundee 

 Mass this  Week 
NO Mass on Monday 
Tuesday at 11.00am 
Wednesday at 11.00am 
Thursday at 11.00am 
Friday at 11.00am 
Saturday at 11.00am 

The Charity Shop and Repository within 
the Parish Centre in Milton Street are open 
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday from 
10.30am till 2pm. 
Visitors to the Parish Centre are always 
welcome and helpers are always needed.  
Contact John Mackie, the Manager of the 
Parish Centre, for all bookings and 
enquiries:   tel  858942  or 
Email:  john.mackie4@btinternet.com 



Let us pray for      Caleb Gardiner,    Bernard Gallacher,    Paul Robbins,   David Donnett,   
        Norman Smith,     who are seriously ill, 
 
the sick and housebound:       Winnie Reilly,  Alice Hunter,    Chris Donoghue,       
            Andy Wightman,   
 
 
and         Thomas Winter,    Peggy Finlay,    Sister Giuseppina Badini,    Julia Lawless,   
       Ellen Doig,      whose anniversaries fall at this time. 

Journey  of  Faith 
Thursdays at 7.30pm in the house 

 
 Thursday 31 Aug:  Who is God? 
 Thursday  7 Sept:  What does God do? 
 
There will be no meeting on Thursday 14th  because of the 
Vocations Mass in the Cathedral that evening at 7pm 

 
    Thursday 21 Sept:  What does God want? 
    Thursday 28 Sept:  Who am I? 
 Then the topics for the following weeks are:  How has God spoken? 
         How can I speak to God? 
         What does it mean to believe? 
         What should we believe? 
         Who is Jesus? 
         What difference does Jesus make? 
         What about our sin problem? 
         The Father’s Plan 
 

The Journey of Faith is the way to balance and maturity in our lives  
when there is equal emphasis on word, worship, community and service. 

 
• Thinking of becoming a Catholic ? 
 
• Would you like to learn more ? 

  

 Children’s  Liturgy of the Word 
Each Sunday at the 11.30am Mass there is the opportunity for the very 
young children to celebrate the Liturgy of the word in a way that reflects 
their age and understanding.  
This is not in any sense a Sunday school.  They celebrate Liturgy, just as 
we do.  They hear the word of God.  They give a response to his word.   
As a result of hearing his word, they pray.  
Our thanks to those who lead and give this service to the parish community.     
If you would be interested in helping in this work, or would like further information,   
please speak to Mgr Creegan.   

 

• Do you have questions to ask ? 
 
• Do you want to speak to God ? 



BAPTISM 
  
Samuel Luke Michael Christie, whom we 
welcomed to the Church recently,  will be 
baptised on 3rd September at the 11.30am 
Mass.  His family warmly invite everyone to 
join them in the Parish Centre after Mass. 
 
 

Golden  Wedding Anniversary 
Con and Mabel Dailly will be celebrating their 
Anniversary on Saturday 2nd September and 
extend an invitation to the Parish Community to 
join them at the 11.00am Mass and thereafter at 
the Parish Centre where a buffet will be served. 
Please  - no flowers or gifts  -  but if you wish, 
make a donation to SCIAF. 
 
 
Last week the story suggested to some that 
Mums were pretty perfect in the order of 
things.  Just in case any got carried away: 
 
Jean Olsen, a mother of five, took her eldest 
daughter Kirsten, age 9, out shopping for the 
day. During their lunch-time meal, Jean 
courageously asked her daughter, "I want to ask 
you something that might help me.  How do you 
think I could be a better mum?" 
Kirsten thought for a moment. "Well, you do yell 
a lot.  I know you've been praying about that, but 
it isn't really working yet.   You might copy Dad 
a bit more.” 

Sister  Maureen  Donohoe   
will make an appeal this Sunday on behalf of the 
Missionary  Sisters of  St Columban   

 
The Columban Sisters are on mission in 
fourteen countries including Chile, Peru, 
Philippines, Korea, China, Pakistan . . .  
They work with refugees, disabled people, Tribal 
peoples and generally they work with the poor 
and marginalised to witness to the love of God.  
Sister Maureen will appeal to us to help the 
Sisters to continue their work. 
St Columban was a dynamic 6th century 

Irish Missionary to Europe 
 
 
 

The Annual Mass for 
Vocations 

will be celebrated by Bishop Logan on 
Thursday 14 September  

in St Andrew’s Cathedral at 7.00pm.   
 
 
 

READERS 
Those who Proclaim the Scriptures at Mass  

are invited to meet on 
Wednesday 6th September  at 7pm in the house 
to study and prepare the Scripture readings for 

the following month. 
You are asked to bring a Sunday Missal  

if you have one. 

 

“I have stopped expecting you to make leaps of faith, 
but it would be nice to see a little hop now and then.” 

The Seven Social Sins  
according to Gandhi 

Politics without Principle 
  Wealth without Work 
Commerce without Morality 
  Pleasure without Conscience 
Education without Character 
  Science without Humanity 
Worship without Sacrifice 



In 1933, Karl Barth wrote to his discouraged colleague Dietrich Bonhoeffer who was disgusted 
with the German Christian response to Hitler.  Bonhoeffer had fled from Germany to be the pastor 
of a German-speaking parish in England: 
 “What is all this about "going away," and "quietness of pastoral work," at a moment when 
 you are wanted in Germany? You know as well as I do that the opposition in Berlin and the 
 opposition of the church in Germany as a whole stands on such weak feet!  I think that I 
 can see from your letter that you are suffering under the quite common difficulty of taking 
 "certain steps" in the present chaos. But does it not dawn on you that there is no reason 
 for withdrawing from this chaos, that we are rather required in and with our uncertainty, 
 even if we should stumble or go wrong 10 times or a hundred times, to do our bit?… 
 This is not the time to become weary, still less to go to England! You must now let go of all 
 these intellectual flourishes and special considerations, however interesting they may be, 
 and think of only one thing, that you are a German, that the house of your church is on 
 fire, that you know enough to be able to help and that you must return to your post by the 
 next ship. 
Bonhoeffer returned to Germany 16 months later, after Barth had been exiled to Switzerland.  
Before the end of the war,  Bonhoeffer was sent to a camp and murdered by the Nazis. 
 
We have all felt, at one time or another, that a situation is just hopeless and we need to withdraw 
and look after number one.   The experience looks something like this:   
 We are enthused by an idea and we join something.  It may be a club or society or some 
 kind of organisation, even the Church.  For a while we are filled with enthusiasm at our 
 new-found involvement.  Then, inevitably, the first flush cools or we run up against 
 someone who opposes, disappoints us, or lets us down.  We decide to leave, to resign.  If 
 they don’t appreciate me, that is their loss.  I am giving up on them.  That is my decision. 
 
Some decisions carry considerably more weight as their consequences are far more significant.  
Students give up University;  they will have worked hard to get there but things don’t go smoothly 
and they leave.  To give up on marriage, to give up on priesthood, to give up on commitments we 
have entered into …...are all much more common occurrences than ever before.  
In the first reading this Sunday Joshua announces:  “You decide what you want to do;  as for me 
and my family, we will serve the Lord.”     I wonder what Mrs Joshua thought!   
We come to the end of the 6th chapter of John’s Gospel this Sunday and it finishes with decisions.  
Some stick with Jesus despite the difficulties and others give up all their involvement with Him. 
 
We don’t want our children to give up easily, but today’s atmosphere is:  if you don’t like it, or it 
gets difficult, just give up.  It may be their piano lessons or a club they join or a hobby.  On the 
other hand, nothing worthwhile is accomplished by faint hearts.   Barth’s challenge to Bonhoeffer 
led him to go back to Germany and to be a light of faith and goodness in that dark land.  He did 
not decide everything, only what he should do at that moment.  His future was in God’s hand. 
 
“You don’t get to choose how you are going to die, or when.  You can only decide how you are 
going to live, now.”   In similar vein, the Spanish philosopher Jose Ortega y Gasset said:  “Living 

is a constant process of deciding what we are going to do.” 
There is no guarantee our decisions will always be the 
wisest;  but once we make them, we need to give them fair 
wind.  Otherwise we move on and on, victims of our own 
lack of commitment.  The Gospel asks a question of us all:  
If not Jesus, then who or what?    
  These are not days for giving in to ourselves. 

Decisions.    Decisions. 

 


